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Ensuring a Disaster 
A New LSP Report Shows that an Unaccountable Crop Insurance Program is 
Decimating our Land, Communities & Farms…& We Are All Footing the Bill

By Mark Schultz

LSP’s Crop Insurance Report
)RU� PRUH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� RQ� WKH� /DQG�
6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW·V� ´&URS� ,QVXUDQFH��
+RZ�D�6DIHW\�1HW�%HFDPH�D�)DUP�3ROLF\�
'LVDVWHUµ�ZKLWH�SDSHUV��VHH�SDJHV��������
RU� YLVLW� ZZZ�ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�
RUJ�RUJDQL]LQJIRUFKDQJH�FURSLQVXUDQFH��
0RUH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� LV� DOVR� DYDLODEOH� E\�
FRQWDFWLQJ�0DUN�6FKXOW]�

$�QXPEHU�RI�\HDUV�EDFN��WKH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�EHJDQ���
��WR�VXUYH\�WKH�JUDGXDWHV�RI�LWV�

QDWLRQDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG�)DUP�%HJLQQLQJV�3UR�
JUDP�DERXW�ZKDW�EDUULHUV�WKH\�IDFHG�ZKHQ�
WU\LQJ�WR�ODXQFK�WKHLU�IDUPLQJ�RSHUDWLRQV��
2QH�FKDOOHQJH�NHSW�FRPLQJ�WR�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�
OLVW��DIIRUGDEOH��ORQJ�WHUP�DFFHVV�WR�ODQG��
:KHWKHU�IRU�GLYHUVLÀHG�OLYHVWRFN�DQG�FURS�
IDUPV��RU�IRU�RSHUDWLRQV�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�SURGXF�
LQJ�KLJK�YDOXH�IUXLWV�DQG�YHJHWDEOHV��QRW�
KDYLQJ�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�ODQG�WKH\�QHHG�UHPDLQV�
WKH�QXPEHU�RQH�EDUULHU�WR�WKHLU�VXFFHVV��
$QG�WKHVH�DUH�WKH�IDUPHUV�ZKR�DUH�KHOSLQJ�
WR�EXLOG�XS�WKLV�QDWLRQ·V�ORFDO�UHJLRQDO�IRRG�
V\VWHP��RQH�RI�WKH�IDVWHVW�JURZLQJ�VHFWRUV�RI�
WKH�DJ�HFRQRP\��8�6��&HQVXV�RI�$JULFXOWXUH�
GDWD�VKRZV�GLUHFW�WR�FRQVXPHU�IRRG�VDOHV�
JUHZ�WZLFH�DV�IDVW�DV�WRWDO�IRRG�VDOHV�GXULQJ�
D�UHFHQW����\HDU�SHULRG��,I�WKHVH�LQQRYDWLYH�
IDUPHUV�FDQ·W�DFFHVV�WKH�ODQG�WKH\�QHHG��RQH�
RI�WKH�PRVW�SRVLWLYH�GHYHORSPHQWV�ZH�KDYH�
VHHQ�LQ�DJULFXOWXUH�LQ�UHFHQW�GHFDGHV�ZLOO�
ZLWKHU�RQ�WKH�YLQH�

0HDQZKLOH��/63�PHPEHUV�DQG�VWDII�DF�
WLYH�LQ�/63·V�3ROLF\�DQG�2UJDQL]LQJ�3UR�
JUDP�ZHUH�ZLWQHVVLQJ�DQ�H[WUHPHO\�QHJDWLYH�
GHYHORSPHQW�LQ�8�6��DJULFXOWXUH��$V�D�UHVXOW�
RI�&RQJUHVVLRQDO�DFWLRQ��WKH�86'$�GUDPDWL�
FDOO\�LQFUHDVHG�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�SXEOLF�GROODUV�
VSHQW�WR�VXEVLGL]H�IHGHUDO�FURS�LQVXUDQFH��
ZLWK�QR�OLPLWV�SODFHG�RQ�KRZ�PXFK�RI�D�SUH�
PLXP�VXEVLG\�HDFK�SURGXFHU�FRXOG�UHFHLYH��
$V�D�UHVXOW��FURS�LQVXUDQFH�KDV�EHFRPH�WKH�
QXPEHU�RQH�UHFLSLHQW�RI�WD[�GROODUV�GLUHFWHG�
WRZDUG�DJULFXOWXUH��ZKLOH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ��IRRG�
DVVLVWDQFH�DQG�RWKHU�SURJUDPV�KDYH�EHHQ�
FXW��VRPHWLPHV�GUDVWLFDOO\��

$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��DFURVV�WKH�0LGZHVW�
IDUPHUV�DQG�UXUDO�UHVLGHQWV�KDYH�ZLWQHVVHG�
DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�JURZWK�LQ�WKH�VL]H�DQG�
GRPLQDQFH�RI�WKH�ODUJHVW�IDUPV��DV�KRXVHV��
EDUQV�DQG�RWKHU�RXWEXLOGLQJV�DUH�UHSODFHG�E\�
PDVVLYH�JUDLQ�ELQV�WKDW�VLW�RQ�RSHUDWLRQV�UXQ�
QLQJ������������������������DFUHV�DQG�PRUH�
RI�FRUQ�DQG�VR\EHDQV��7KH�LPSDFW�RQ�DFFHVV�
WR�ODQG�LV�EHLQJ�ZLGHO\�IHOW��DV�ODQG�SULFHV�
DQG�UHQWDO�UDWHV�KDYH�VSLUDOHG�WR�UHFRUG�OHY�
HOV��ELG�XS�E\�WKH�ODUJHVW�RSHUDWLRQV�

7KH�ERWWRP�OLQH�LV�WKDW�PRUH�IDUPV�
WKDQ�HYHU�DUH�EHLQJ�ERXJKW�XS�E\�PHJD�
RSHUDWLRQV��ZKLFK�SURFHHG�WR�EXOOGR]H�WKH�
EXLOGLQJV��WUHHV��FRQVHUYDWLRQ�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�
IHQFLQJ��2QFH�D�IDUP�KDV�EHHQ�HUDGLFDWHG��
LW�EHFRPHV�MXVW�RQH�PRUH�ÀHOG�WR�EH�SODQWHG�
LQWR�FRUQ�RU�VR\EHDQV��UDWKHU�WKDQ�DQ�LQGH�
SHQGHQW�EXVLQHVV�WKDW�VXSSRUWV�D�IDPLO\�DQG�
FRQWULEXWHV�WR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�

$V�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�WKH�
ORQJ�WHUP�VWHZDUGVKLS�RI�$PHULFD·V�IDUP�
ODQGV�DQG�WKH�KHDOWK�DQG�YLWDOLW\�RI�IDPLO\�
IDUPV�DQG�UXUDO�FRPPXQLWLHV�DFURVV�WKH�8S�
SHU�0LGZHVW��/63�GHFLGHG�WR�WDNH�D�FORVHU�
ORRN�DW�WKH�UROH�WKH�QDWLRQ·V�ELJJHVW�FURS�
VXEVLG\�SURJUDP�LV�SOD\LQJ�LQ�VKDSLQJ�RXU�
ODQGVFDSH�DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV�

6WDII�DQG�YROXQWHHUV�KLW�WKH�ERRNV�DQG�KLW�
WKH�URDG��:H�SRUHG�RYHU�86'$�UHSRUWV�DQG�
JOHDQHG�FRXQW\�ODQG�UHFRUGV�DFURVV�0LQQH�
VRWD��:H�WDONHG�WR�IDUP�SROLF\�H[SHUWV��:H�
YLVLWHG�IDUPHUV�DQG�QHLJKERUV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�
VLGH��:KDW�ZH�GLVFRYHUHG�LV�VXPPDUL]HG�LQ�
WKUHH�VSHFLDO�´&URS�,QVXUDQFH��+RZ�D�6DIHW\�
1HW�%HFDPH�D�)DUP�3ROLF\�'LVDVWHUµ�ZKLWH�
SDSHUV��$V�ZH�GHVFULEH�RQ�SDJHV��������RXU�
UHVHDUFK�VKRZV�WKDW�

£�)HGHUDOO\�VXEVLGL]HG�FURS�LQVXU�
DQFH�YLUWXDOO\�JXDUDQWHHV�ODUJH�SURÀWV�IRU�
FRUSRUDWH�LQVXUDQFH�FRPSDQLHV�ZKRVH�
LQWHUHVWV�SRZHUIXOO\�VKDSH�WKH�SURJUDP��

£�$PRQJ�IDUPHUV��WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�
RI�WKH�ÀQDQFLDO�EHQHÀWV�RI�FURS�LQVXU�
DQFH�DUH�FDSWXUHG�E\�D�VPDOO�PLQRULW\�RI�
SURGXFHUV��7KH�ODUJHVW�FURS�RSHUDWLRQV�
UHFHLYH�WKH�OLRQ·V�VKDUH�RI�FURS�LQVXU�
DQFH�SUHPLXP�VXEVLGLHV�DQG�LQVXUDQFH�
SD\RXWV��

£�7KH�PDQQHU�LQ�ZKLFK�FURS�LQVXU�
DQFH�LV�VWUXFWXUHG�DQG�DGPLQLVWHUHG�SXWV�
EHJLQQLQJ�IDUPHUV�DW�D�VHYHUH�GLVDGYDQ�
WDJH�E\����LQÁDWLQJ�UHQWDO�UDWHV�DQG�ODQG�
SULFHV�DQG����SODFLQJ�WKHP�LQ�D�SRVLWLRQ�
RI�EHLQJ�YLHZHG�E\�OHQGHUV�DV�´KLJK�ULVNµ�
SURGXFHUV�

£�&URS�LQVXUDQFH�LV�D�PDMRU�YHKLFOH�
IRU�XVLQJ�SXEOLF�IXQGV�WR�FRQFHQWUDWH�
DJULFXOWXUDO�ZHDOWK�LQ�WKLV�FRXQWU\��7KLV�
FRQVROLGDWLRQ�LQFUHDVHV�HFRQRPLF�DQG�HQ�
YLURQPHQWDO�ULVN�IDFHG�E\�PDQ\�DJULFXO�
WXUDO�FRPPXQLWLHV�³�GHFUHDVLQJ�DFFHVV�
WR�ODQG��GHJUDGLQJ�UXUDO�KRXVLQJ�DQG�IDUP�

LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��DQG�FDXVLQJ�ORQJ�WHUP�
KDUP�WR�RXU�VRLO��ZDWHU�DQG�ZLOGOLIH�

,Q�VKRUW��D�SURJUDP�WKDW�VWDUWHG�RXW�VLPSO\�
DV�D�ZD\�IRU�IDUPHUV�WR�ULGH�RXW�WKH�GURXJKWV��
ÁRRGV��SHVW�LQIHVWDWLRQV�DQG�RWKHU�KDUGVKLSV�
QDWXUH�WRVVHV�WKHLU�ZD\�KDV�TXLHWO\�EHHQ�
WUDQVIRUPHG�LQWR�RQH�RI�WKH�ELJJHVW�GULYHUV�
RI�KRZ�IDUPLQJ�LV�FDUULHG�RXW�LQ�WKLV�FRXQWU\��
7KH�UHVXOW�LV�EDG�QHZV�IRU�RXU�FRPPXQL�
WLHV��WKH�ODQG��RXU�HFRQRP\�DQG�RXU�FRXQWU\��
0DMRU�UHIRUP�LV�UHTXLUHG��

7R�EH�VXUH��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�$PHULFD·V�
IDUPHUV�KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�DIIRUGDEOH�FURS�LQVXU�
DQFH��&URS�LQVXUDQFH�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�ULVN�
PDQDJHPHQW�VWUDWHJ\�WKDW�FDQ�SURWHFW�D�IDUP�
IDPLO\�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�QDWXUDO�GLVDVWHUV�DV�
ZHOO�DV�SURYLGH�D�PRGHUDWH�OHYHO�RI�LQFRPH�
SURWHFWLRQ�³�D�VDIHW\�QHW�LQ�KDUG�WLPHV�WKDW�
HQDEOHV�IDUPHUV�WR�SD\�WKHLU�H[SHQVHV�DQG�
JHW�WKH�QH[W�\HDU·V�FURS�LQ��

%XW�LQWHQVH�OREE\LQJ�SUHVVXUH�IURP�WKH�
LQVXUDQFH�LQGXVWU\��DJULEXVLQHVV�ÀUPV�DQG�
FRPPRGLW\�JURXSV�KDV�WUDQVIRUPHG�WKLV�
VDIHW\�QHW�LQWR�D�ZDVWHIXO�PXOWL�ELOOLRQ�GRO�
ODU�UHYHQXH�VWUHDP�IRU�VRPH�RI�WKH�QDWLRQ·V�
ODUJHVW�FURSSLQJ�RSHUDWLRQV��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�
LQVXUDQFH�FRPSDQLHV�WKDW�VHOO�DQG�VHUYLFH�WKH�
SROLFLHV��,W�IXQQHOV�SXEOLF�GROODUV�LQWR�SULYDWH�
KDQGV��SURGXFLQJ�D�UHVXOW�WKDW�SROLF\�PDN�
HUV�QHYHU�GUHDPHG�RI�ZKHQ�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�
ZDV�FUHDWHG�WKUHH�TXDUWHUV�RI�D�FHQWXU\�DJR��
IHZHU�IDUPV��FRQFHQWUDWHG�ZHDOWK�DQG�GLPLQ�
LVKLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�VRPH�RI�WKH�PRVW�
LQQRYDWLYH�EHJLQQLQJ�IDUPHUV�ZH·YH�VHHQ�LQ�
D�JHQHUDWLRQ��8OWLPDWHO\��E\�SULRULWL]LQJ�DQG�
IDFLOLWDWLQJ�VKRUW�WHUP�ÀQDQFLDO�JDLQ�RYHU�
ORQJ�WHUP�IDUP�VXVWDLQDELOLW\��WKH�FXUUHQW�
IHGHUDOO\�VXEVLGL]HG�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�SURJUDP�
PDNHV�LW�KDUGHU�IRU�$PHULFD·V�IDUPHUV�WR�
JURZ�IRRG�ZKLOH�EXLOGLQJ�GLYHUVLW\�DQG�ODQG�
VWHZDUGVKLS�LQWR�WKHLU�RSHUDWLRQV�

3OHDVH�WDNH�D�IHZ�PLQXWHV�DQG�UHDG�WKHVH�
ZKLWH�SDSHUV��DQG�VHH�LI�\RX�DJUHH��$QG�VHQG�
XV�\RXU�WKRXJKWV�DQG�LGHDV��S

Mark Schultz is the Land Stewardship 

Project’s Policy Program director as well as 

its associate director and director of programs. 

He can be reached at 612-722-6377 or 

marks@landstewardshipproject.org.
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Continuous Learning about  
Continuous Living Cover
By Brian DeVore

:KHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�LQWURGXFLQJ�DQG�
VXSSRUWLQJ�LQQRYDWLYH�VXVWDLQ�
DEOH�IDUPLQJ�SUDFWLFHV��QRWKLQJ�

EHDWV�D�ÀHOG�GD\��6XFK�HYHQWV�SURYLGH�DQ�
RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�IDUPHUV�WR�VHH�ÀUVWKDQG�
KRZ�SURÀWDEOH��HQYLURQPHQWDOO\�VRXQG�
SURGXFWLRQ�SUDFWLFHV�DUH�SHUIRUPLQJ�RQ�WKHLU�
QHLJKERU·V�ODQG�XQGHU�FOL�
PDWLF��DJURQRPLF�DQG�HFRQRPLF�
FRQGLWLRQV�WKH\�FDQ�UHODWH�WR��
6WXGLHV�KDYH�VKRZQ�WKDW�ZKLOH�
VXVWDLQDEOH�IDUPLQJ�SUDFWLFHV�
UHGXFH�D�SURGXFHU·V�GHSHQGHQFH�
RQ�FKHPLFDO�DQG�HQHUJ\�EDVHG�
LQSXWV��WKH\�UHTXLUH�D�JUHDWHU�UH�
OLDQFH�RQ�QHWZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�
LQQRYDWLYH�IDUPHUV�

7KDW·V�ZK\�D�QHZ�UHSRUW�
VKRZLQJ�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�XSWLFN�
RI�ÀHOG�GD\V�UHODWHG�WR�´FRQ�
WLQXRXV�OLYLQJ�FRYHUµ�LQ�WKH�
IRXU�VWDWH�UHJLRQ�RI�0LQQHVRWD��
,RZD��,OOLQRLV�DQG�:LVFRQVLQ�LV�
VR�HQFRXUDJLQJ��7KH�UHSRUW�LV�
EDVHG�RQ�VWDWLVWLFV�FRPSLOHG�E\�
WKH�*UHHQ�/DQGV�%OXH�:DWHUV�
(ZZZ�JUHHQODQGVEOXHZDWHUV�
QHW��LQLWLDWLYH��D�FROODERUDWLRQ�
LQYROYLQJ�LQGLYLGXDOV��JURXSV³
LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�
3URMHFW³DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQV�WKDW�
KDYH�D�VKDUHG�JRDO�RI�LQFUHDVLQJ�WKH�DPRXQW�
RI�0LVVLVVLSSL�5LYHU�EDVLQ�ODQG�WKDW·V�FRY�
HUHG�LQ�YHJHWDWLRQ�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ����GD\V�D�
\HDU��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�W\SLFDO�JURZLQJ�VHDVRQ�IRU�
WKH�FRUQ�VR\EHDQ�GXR�FXOWXUH�WKDW�GRPLQDWHV�
WKH�UHJLRQ�

*HWWLQJ�WKDW�FRYHU�HVWDEOLVKHG�LV�NH\�LI�ZH�
DUH�WR�JHW�RQ�WRS�RI�D�ZDWHU�FRQWDPLQDWLRQ�
LVVXH�WKDW·V�FDXVLQJ�SUREOHPV�LQ�WKH�8SSHU�
0LGZHVW�DQG�H[WHQGLQJ�DOO�WKH�ZD\�WR�WKH�
*XOI�RI�0H[LFR��,W·V�QR�FRLQFLGHQFH�*UHHQ�
/DQGV�%OXH�:DWHUV�LV�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�0LQQHVR�
WD��,RZD��:LVFRQVLQ�DQG�,OOLQRLV³WKHVH�IRXU�
VWDWHV�SURGXFH�DQ�RXWVL]HG�VKDUH�RI�DJULFXO�
WXUDO�UXQRII�

*LYLQJ�WKH�ODQG�WKH�NLQG�RI�FRQVLVWHQW�
DUPRU�WKDW�FDQ�EXLOG�VRLO�KHDOWK�ZKLOH�
SURWHFWLQJ�ZDWHU�TXDOLW\�DQG�SURYLGLQJ�
ZLOGOLIH�KDELWDW�FDQ�WDNH�PDQ\�IRUPV�RQ�WKH�
IDUP��IURP�ZHOO�PDQDJHG�SDVWXUHG�DFUHV�

DQG�JUDVVHG�ZDWHUZD\V�WR�FRYHU�FURSV�DQG�
DJURIRUHVWU\�HQWHUSULVHV��6RPH�RI�WKHVH�
SODQW�V\VWHPV�DUH�SHUHQQLDO��JUDVV��WUHHV��
ZKLOH�RWKHUV�RIIHU�D�ZD\�WR�H[WHQG�WKH�JUHHQ�
VHDVRQ�RQ�DQ�DQQXDO�EDVLV��FRYHU�FURSV�VXFK�
DV�VPDOO�JUDLQV�DQG�EUDVVLFDV���*UHHQ�/DQGV�
%OXH�:DWHUV�SODFHV�DOO�RI�WKHVH�RSWLRQV�XQGHU�
D�JHQHUDO�WHUP�FDOOHG�´FRQWLQXRXV�OLYLQJ�
FRYHU�µ�7KLV�FDWHJRU\�SURYLGHV�IDUPHUV�ZLWK�
YDULRXV�FKRLFHV�IRU�LQWHJUDWLQJ�ODQG�IULHQGO\�

SODQWLQJV�LQWR�WKHLU�RSHUDWLRQV��HVSHFLDOO\�LI�
WKH\·UH�QRW�ZLOOLQJ�RU�DEOH�WR�SODQW�WKH�ZKROH�
IDUP�WR�JUDVV�

$QG�MXGJLQJ�E\�*UHHQ�/DQGV�%OXH�:D�
WHUV·�´�����&RQWLQXRXV�/LYLQJ�&RYHU�(YHQWV�
5HSRUW�µ�WKHUH�DUH�LQFUHDVLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�ZKDW�RSWLRQV�DUH�RXW�WKHUH�IRU�
H[WHQGLQJ�WKH�JUHHQ�VHDVRQ�LQ�WKH�0LGZHVW��
,Q�������WKH�IRXU�VWDWH�UHJLRQ�RI�0LQQHVRWD��
,RZD��,OOLQRLV�DQG�:LVFRQVLQ�KDG�OHVV�WKDQ�
WZR�GR]HQ�FRQWLQXRXV�OLYLQJ�FRYHU�ÀHOG�
GD\V��E\�WKH�HQG�RI������WKDW�QXPEHU�ZDV�
�����,RZD�WHQGV�WR�OHDG�WKH�SDFN�DV�IDU�DV�
QXPEHU�RI�ÀHOG�GD\V�RIIHUHG�DQQXDOO\��EXW�
WKH�RWKHU�VWDWHV�DUH�FDWFKLQJ�XS�

%\�IDU�WKH�PRVW�SRSXODU�WRSLF�GLVFXVVHG�
DW�WKHVH�HYHQWV�LV�SHUHQQLDO�IRUDJH��SDVWXUH�
JUDVV�DQG�KD\���EXW�FRYHU�FURSSLQJ�LV�D�KRW�
LVVXH�DV�ZHOO��ZLWK�DJURIRUHVWU\�DQG�ELRPDVV�
DOVR�IHDWXUHG�DW�VHYHUDO�ÀHOG�GD\V��DFFRUGLQJ�

,QWHUHVWHG�LQ�DWWHQGLQJ�D�ÀHOG�GD\�RQ�HV�
WDEOLVKLQJ�FRQWLQXRXV�OLYLQJ�FRYHU�RQ�IDUP�
ODQG"�&KHFN�RXW�/63·V�Upcoming Events 
FDOHQGDU�RU�RXU�News�Releases�VHFWLRQ�IRU�
WKH� ODWHVW� HYHQWV� DW�ZZZ�ODQGVWHZDUGVKLS�
SURMHFW�RUJ��)LHOG�GD\V�DQG�ZRUNVKRSV�DUH�
DOVR�OLVWHG�LQ�WKH�LIVE-WIRE��RXU�PRQWKO\�H�
OHWWHU��6HH�SDJH����IRU�GHWDLOV�RQ�VXEVFULELQJ�
WR�LIVE-WIRE��Green Lands Blue Waters�
KDV� DQ� H[WHQVLYH� OLVWLQJ� RI�ÀHOG� GD\V� DQG�
ZRUNVKRSV�UHODWHG�WR�JUDVV�EDVHG�V\VWHPV��
FRYHU�FURSV�DQG�ELRPDVV�SODQWLQJV��0RUH�LQ�
IRUPDWLRQ�LV�DW�ZZZ�JUHHQODQGVEOXHZDWHUV�
QHW�RU�E\�FRQWDFWLQJ�GLUHFWRU�5LFKDUG�:DUQHU�
DW��������������

WR�*UHHQ�/DQGV�%OXH�:DWHUV�
,W·V�DOVR�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�QRWH�ZKR�LV�VSRQ�

VRULQJ�WKHVH�HYHQWV��2YHUDOO��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�VSRQVRULQJ�RU�FR�VSRQVRULQJ�
VXFK�HYHQWV�PRUH�WKDQ�GRXEOHG�IURP������WR�
�����DORQH��7KH�XVXDO�VXVSHFWV³WKH�/DQG�
6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW��6XVWDLQDEOH�)DUPLQJ�
$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�0LQQHVRWD�DQG�3UDFWLFDO�
)DUPHUV�RI�,RZD³DUH�RQ�WKDW�OLVW�RI�VSRQ�
VRULQJ�JURXSV��%XW�LW·V�H[FLWLQJ�WR�VHH�XQL�
YHUVLW\�H[WHQVLRQ��VWDWH�DJULFXOWXUH�GHSDUW�
PHQWV��VRPH�´PDLQVWUHDPµ�IDUP�JURXSV�DQG�
HYHQ�JRYHUQPHQW�QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFH�DJHQFLHV�
DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�JURXSV�VWHSSLQJ�XS�WR�WKH�
SODWH��

,I�ZH�DUH�WR�PDNH�VHULRXV�LQURDGV�LQWR�
VKRUWHQLQJ�WKH�´EURZQ�VHDVRQ�µ�LW·V�WKHVH�
ODWWHU�WZR�HQWLWLHV�WKDW�FRXOG�UHDOO\�PDNH�D�
GLIIHUHQFH��:KHQ�WKH�8�6��)LVK�DQG�:LOGOLIH�
6HUYLFH��0LQQHVRWD�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�1DWXUDO�
5HVRXUFHV��1DWXUH�&RQVHUYDQF\�RU�7URXW�

8QOLPLWHG�VSRQVRU�VXFK�D�ÀHOG�
GD\��LW·V�D�UHFRJQLWLRQ�WKDW�ZRUN�
LQJ�ODQGV�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�SOD\V�D�
FULWLFDO�UROH�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�D�KHDOWKLHU�
ODQGVFDSH³VLPSO\�UHO\LQJ�RQ�
ODQG�UHWLUHPHQW�RU�QDWXUH�SUH�
VHUYHV�LVQ·W�JRLQJ�WR�FXW�LW�

$QG�ZLWK�PRUH�JURXSV�DQG�
DJHQFLHV�VSRQVRULQJ�VXFK�HYHQWV��
WKH�FKDQFHV�RI�KDYLQJ�RQH�LQ�\RXU�
QHLJKERUKRRG�DUH�EHWWHU�WKDQ�
HYHU��,Q�,RZD�DQG�0LQQHVRWD��
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FRXQWLHV�LQ�ZKLFK�
FRQWLQXRXV�OLYLQJ�FRYHU�HGXFD�
WLRQDO�HYHQWV�DUH�EHLQJ�KHOG�KDV�
LQFUHDVHG�HYHU\�\HDU�VLQFH�������
6XFK�ORFDOL]LQJ�RI�LQQRYDWLRQ�LV�
KRZ�ELJ�LGHDV�EHFRPH�SUDFWLFDO��
RQ�WKH�JURXQG�VROXWLRQV��S

Brian DeVore is the editor of the   

/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�/HWWHU.

/63�VSRQVRUHG�D�FRYHU�FURSV�ÀHOG�GD\�LQ�ZHVW�FHQWUDO�0LQQHVRWD·V�
Chippewa River watershed in September. (LSP Photo)

Field Day Information

Commentary?!?
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Letters
Bust the Buckthorn
,Q�%ULDQ�'H9RUH·V�LQIRUPDWLYH�DUWLFOH�LQ�WKH�1R�����������Land Stewardship 

Letter��“Census Takers on the Prairie,” 

pages 24-25���WKHUH�LV�D�VDPSOH�OLVW�IURP�WKH�
6LPRQ�/DNH�%LR%OLW]�JURXS·V�LQYHQWRU\�RI�
VSHFLHV�VSRWWHG�WKDW�GD\��,�WKRXJKW�,�VKRXOG�
EH�SOHDVHG�E\�WKH�GLYHUVLW\�LW�UHSUHVHQWHG��
,QVWHDG��,�ZDV�EURXJKW�XS�VKRUW�E\�RQH�SODQW�
RQ�WKH�OLVW��EXFNWKRUQ��%XFNWKRUQ�LV�DQ�
H[WUHPHO\�DJJUHVVLYH�DOLHQ�VSHFLHV�ZKLFK�LI�
OHIW�DORQH�ZLOO�FHUWDLQO\�VKULQN�WKDW�OLVW�RQ�
D�VLPLODU�ZDON�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�WR�EXFNWKRUQ��
EXFNWKRUQ�DQG��HYHQWXDOO\��RQO\�EXFNWKRUQ��

,�KDYH�QR�WURXEOH�LPDJLQLQJ�WKLV�EHFDXVH�
P\�KXVEDQG�DQG�,�KDYH�DERXW����KLOOVLGH�
DFUHV�QHDU�:LQRQD�ZKHUH�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�
EDWWOLQJ�EXFNWKRUQ�IRU�DERXW����\HDUV��:H�

Love the Soil
,Q�WKH�UHYLHZ�RI�Grass, Soil, Health�E\�
&RXUWQH\�:KLWH��1R�����Land Steward-

ship Letter��SDJHV���������%ULDQ�'H9RUH�LV�
RI�WKH�RSLQLRQ�WKDW�:KLWH�KDG�JRQH�RYHU�
ERDUG�RQ�WKH�´RSWLPLVP�H[SUHVVµ�ZKHQ�KH�
ZULWHV�WKDW�EXLOGLQJ�VRLO�KHDOWK�LV�´«DERXW�
WKH�WKLQJV�WKDW�QXUWXUH�OLIH³ORYH��NLQGQHVV��
FDUH��DIIHFWLRQ��H[SHULHQFH��NQRZOHGJH��
ODXJKWHU��OLEHUW\��IDPLO\��IRRG��DQG�WKH�
SXUVXLW�RI�KDSSLQHVV�µ�7KLV�PDGH�PH�WKLQN�
RI�WKH�:HQGHOO�%HUU\�HVVD\��´,W�$OO�7XUQV�RQ�
$IIHFWLRQ�µ�

,Q�WKH�HVVD\��%HUU\�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�(�0�
)RUVWHU�ERRN�Howards End DQG�SLFNV�XS�WKH�
WKHPH�WKDW�LV�DW�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�ERRN��´,W�

Buckthorn growing on Devon Harle’s 
property near Winona, Minn.��Photo by 

Devon Harle�

XVH�:HHG�:UHQFKHV�DQG�D�FRPH�DORQJ�WR�
SXOO�RXW�LW�RXW�E\�WKH�URRWV��7KHQ�ZH�SODQW�
QDWLYH�VKUXEV��7KHUH�DUH�ODUJH�DUHDV�RQ�WKH�
HGJH�RI�RXU�SODFH��DQG�RI�FRXUVH�RQ�QHLJK�
ERULQJ�SURSHUW\��ZKHUH�\RX�ORRN�DKHDG�DQG�
VHH�D�WKLFN�WDQJOH�RI�WKRUQ\�EUDQFKHV�ZLWK�
VKLQ\�JUHHQ�OHDYHV��ODWH�LQ�WKH�IDOO��HDUO\�LQ�
WKH�VSULQJ���$ERYH��EUDQFKHV�DUH�ODGHQ�ZLWK�

LV�WKH�YLFH�RI�D�YXOJDU�PLQG�WR�EH�WKULOOHG�
E\�ELJQHVV��WR�WKLQN�WKDW�D�WKRXVDQG�VTXDUH�
PLOHV�DUH�D�WKRXVDQG�WLPHV�PRUH�ZRQGHUIXO�
WKDQ�RQH�VTXDUH�PLOH«7KDW�LV�QRW�LPDJLQD�
WLRQ�µ�ZULWHV�)RUVWHU��´1R��LW�NLOOV�LW��«<RXU�
XQLYHUVLWLHV"�2K��\HV��\RX�KDYH�OHDUQHG�PHQ�
ZKR�FROOHFW�«�IDFWV��DQG�IDFWV��DQG�HPSLUHV�
RI�IDFWV��%XW�ZKLFK�RI�WKHP�ZLOO�UHNLQGOH�WKH�
OLJKW�ZLWKLQ"µ

´�¶7KH�OLJKW�ZLWKLQ�·�µ�ZULWHV�%HUU\��´,�
WKLQN��PHDQV�DIIHFWLRQ��DIIHFWLRQ�DV�PRWLYH�
DQG�JXLGH��.QRZOHGJH�ZLWKRXW�DIIHFWLRQ�
OHDGV�XV�DVWUD\�HYHU\�WLPH��$IIHFWLRQ�OHDGV��
E\�ZD\�RI�JRRG�ZRUN��WR�DXWKHQWLF�KRSH��7KH�
IDFWXDO�NQRZOHGJH��LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�VHHP�PRUH�

DQG�PRUH�WR�EH�SODFLQJ�RXU�WUXVW��OHDGV�RQO\�
WR�KRSH�RI�WKH�GLVFRYHU\��HQGOHVVO\�GHIHU�
UDEOH��RI�DQ�XOWLPDWH�IDFW�RU�VPDOOHVW�SDUWLFOH�
WKDW�DW�ODVW�ZLOO�H[SODLQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�µ

%HUU\�WKHQ�UHIHUV�WR�D������OHFWXUH�JLYHQ�
E\�)UHG�.LUVFKHQPDQQ�LQ�ZKLFK�KH�TXRWHV�
&RQVWDQFH�)DON��DQ�HFRQRPLVW�IULHQG�RI�KLV��
UHÁHFWLQJ�WKLV�VDPH�WKHPH��´7KHUH�LV�D�QHZ�
YLVLRQ�HPHUJLQJ�GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�KRZ�ZH�FDQ�
VROYH�SUREOHPV�DQG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�FUHDWH�D�
EHWWHU�ZRUOG��DQG�LW�DOO�GHSHQGV�RQ�FROODERUD�
WLRQ��ORYH��UHVSHFW��EHDXW\��DQG�IDLUQHVV�µ�

,�ZRXOG�DUJXH�WKDW�&RXUWQH\�:KLWH�KDV�
QRW�JRQH�RYHUERDUG�DW�DOO�DQG�WKDW�KH�KDV�LW�
H[DFWO\�ULJKW�

        — Julia Ahlers Ness 
                  Boyd, Minn.

7KH�Land Stewardship Letter ZHOFRPHV�
OHWWHUV� DQG� FRPPHQWDULHV� UHODWHG� WR� WKH�
LVVXHV�ZH�FRYHU��6XEPLVVLRQV�FDQ�EH�VHQW�
WR��%ULDQ�'H9RUH������(����WK�6W���6XLWH�
�����0LQQHDSROLV��01� ������� H�PDLO��
EGHYRUH#ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�

:H� FDQQRW� SULQW� DOO� VXEPLVVLRQV� DQG�
UHVHUYH�WKH�ULJKW�WR�HGLW�SXEOLVKHG�SLHFHV�
IRU�OHQJWK�DQG�FODULW\��&RPPHQWDULHV�DQG�
OHWWHUV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�Land Stewardship 

Letter� GR� QRW� QHFHVVDULO\� UHSUHVHQW� WKH�
YLHZV�RI�WKH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�

What’s on Your Mind?
TKHUH�LV�D�ZLGHO\�FLUFXODWHG�SXEOLF�VWRU\��RU�QDUUDWLYH��WKDW�JURZLQJ�HQRXJK�IRRG�IRU�WKH�

ZRUOG·V�IXWXUH�SRSXODWLRQ�ZLOO�UHTXLUH�GRXEOLQJ�SURGXFWLRQ�E\�UHO\LQJ�RQ�WHFKQRORJLHV�
VXFK�DV�QLWURJHQ�IHUWLOL]HU�DQG�SHVWLFLGHV�WLHG�WR�WUDLWV�LQ�JHQHWLFDOO\�PRGLÀHG�FURSV��7KH�QDU�
UDWLYH�LV�WKDW�IDPLO\�IDUPHUV��FRQVXPHUV�DQG�JRYHUQPHQWV�PXVW�UHO\�RQ�FRUSRUDWH�FRQWUROOHG�
WHFKQRORJ\�IURP�PXOWL�QDWLRQDO�DJULFXOWXUDO�LQSXW�VXSSOLHUV�DQG�IRRG�FRPSDQLHV�WR�SURFHVV�
FDORULHV�LQWR�SURGXFWV�IRU�SHRSOH�WR�HDW��$OWKRXJK�LW�LV�PRVWO\�EDVHG�RQ�P\WK��LW�SRZHUIXOO\�
VKDSHV�ZKDW�LV�SRVVLEOH�«

«,W·V�WLPH�WR�VKLIW�WKLV�QDUUDWLYH�WR�D�VWRU\�DERXW�IRRG�DQG�IDUPLQJ�V\VWHPV�EDVHG�RQ�
VXVWDLQDEOH��FRPPXQLW\�EDVHG�DSSURDFKHV�WKDW�NHHS�WKH�ODQG�DQG�SHRSOH�WRJHWKHU��SURYLGH�
KHDOWKIXO�IRRG�WR�HDW�QRZ�DQG�WKH�FKDQFH�IRU�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV�WR�GR�VR��$�QDUUDWLYH�DERXW�
FRPPXQLW\�DQG�MXVWLFH�FDQ�KHOS�XV�RUJDQL]H�IRU�PXFK�QHHGHG�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQDO�FKDQJHV�OLNH�
UHZDUGLQJ�GLYHUVH�V\VWHPV�WKURXJK�QHZ�PDUNHWV�DQG�DGYDQFLQJ�SROLFLHV�WKDW�SXW�SHRSOH�EHIRUH�
FRUSRUDWH�SURÀWV��:LWK�WKHVH�FKDQJHV�ZH�FDQ�VXSSRUW�IDPLO\�IDUPHUV�DQG�EHWWHU�FDUH�IRU�WKH�
HDUWK�

— Excerpted from an essay written by Land Stewardship Project executive director George 

%RRG\�IRU�WKH�)RRG�DQG�$JULFXOWXUH�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�WR�PDUN�:RUOG�
)RRG�'D\�RQ�2FW������7KH�IXOO�HVVD\�LV�DW�ZZZ�ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�SRVWV�EORJ�����

Shifting the Story About Family Farming & Food

JOHDPLQJ�EODFN�EHUULHV��$W�\RXU�IHHW�WKHUH·V�
D�OXVK��EULJKW�JUHHQ�FDUSHW��/RRNLQJ�FORVHO\��
\RX�VHH�WKDW�LW·V�D�PDVV�RI�QHZ�EXFNWKRUQ�
SODQWV��7KHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�KHUH�H[FHSW�EXFN�
WKRUQ��7KLV�DEVROXWH�DEVHQFH�RI�GLYHUVLW\�
FRXOG�HDVLO\�PRYH�EDFN�RYHU�WKH�FOHDUHG�DQG�
PDLQWDLQHG�DFUHV�RI�RXU�ODQG��

6RPH�GD\�ZH·OO�EH�JRQH�DQG�WKH�LOO�QRXU�
LVKHG�ELUGV�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�GURS�EXFNWKRUQ�
VHHGV��6R��P\�PHVVDJH�WR�DOO�RI�\RX�ZKR�
FDUH�DERXW�RXU�IRUHVWV��SUDLULHV�DQG�ZHWODQGV�
LV��SOHDVH�OHDUQ�WR�UHFRJQL]H�EXFNWKRUQ�DQG�
WU\�WR�GHVWUR\�LW�ZKHQHYHU�\RX�FDQ��

        — Devon Harle
             Winona, Minn.

Editor’s Note:�$�PDMRU�SDUW�RI�WKH�ZRUN�
EHLQJ�XQGHUWDNHQ�E\�/63�DQG�RWKHU�JURXSV�
ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�6LPRQ�/DNH�DUHD�LV�WKH�FRQ�
WURO�RI�LQYDVLYH�VSHFLHV�VXFK�DV�EXFNWKRUQ�
LQ�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�UHYLWDOL]H�JUDVVODQGV��)RU�
PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��VHH�WKH�1R�����������Land 

Stewardship Letter��SDJHV�������
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LSP News

End of a Land Stewardship Letter Era

,I�\RX�DUH�D�&RPPXQLW\�6XSSRUWHG�$JULFXOWXUH��&6$��IDUPHU�RSHUDWLQJ�
LQ�0LQQHVRWD�RU�ZHVWHUQ�:LVFRQVLQ��WKH�
/DQG�6WHZDUG�
VKLS�3URMHFW�
LQYLWHV�\RX�WR�
EH�OLVWHG�LQ�WKH�
�����HGLWLRQ�
RI�/63·V�Twin 

Cities, Minne-

sota & Western 

Wisconsin Re-

gion CSA Farm 

Directory��
7KH�Direc-

tory�ZLOO�EH�
SXEOLVKHG�LQ�
)HEUXDU\�DQG�LV�
GLVWULEXWHG�WR�
HDWHUV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�UHJLRQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�
SRVWHG�DW�ZZZ�ODQGVWHZDUG�
VKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�VWHZDUGVKLSIRRG��
ÀQGLQJMXVWIRRG�FVD�

7KH�GHDGOLQH�IRU�VXEPLWWLQJ�OLVWLQJV�
LV�0RQGD\��-DQ������7KH�OLVWLQJ�IHH�LV�
����IRU�/63�PHPEHUV�DQG�����IRU�QRQ�
PHPEHUV��7KHUH�LV�D�����ZRUG�OLPLW�IRU�
OLVWLQJV�

)RU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�JHWWLQJ�OLVWHG��FRQ�
WDFW�/63·V�%ULDQ�'H9RUH�DW�EGHYRUH#�
ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�RU���������
������S

TKH�Land Stewardship Letter�VDZ�WKH�HQG�RI�DQ�HUD�WKLV�IDOO�ZKHQ�LW·V�ORQJ�WLPH�SULQWHU��
(OOLV�%ORRPÀHOG��VHW�VDLO�GRZQ�WKH�0LVVLVVLSSL�5LYHU³OLWHUDOO\��%HVLGHV�UXQQLQJ�KLV�RZQ�

SULQWLQJ�EXVLQHVV��5RVFRH�3ULQWHUV��%ORRPÀHOG�KDG�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�DOVR�SXEOLVKHG�D�QHZVSDSHU�
DQG�VHUYHG�DV�D�SULQWLQJ� LQVWUXFWRU�IRU�:RUOG�%URWKHUKRRG�([FKDQJH�LQ�7DQ]DQLD��7KLV� ODWWHU�
H[SHULHQFH�ZDV�GRFXPHQWHG�LQ�KLV�ERRN��Salaam Bwana: An African Adventure��

)RU�PRUH� WKDQ� D� TXDUWHU�FHQWXU\��%ORRPÀHOG�SDWLHQWO\� DQG� FRPSHWHQWO\� JXLGHG� WKH�Land 

Stewardship Letter�WKURXJK�PDQ\�SKDVHV�DQG�DGYDQFHPHQWV��LQFOXGLQJ�EULQJLQJ�WKH�SXEOLFDWLRQ�
LQWR�WKH�GLJLWDO�DJH�DQG��PRVW�UHFHQWO\��KHOSLQJ�LW�EHFRPH�D�IXOO�FRORU�PDJD]LQH�

�,Q�������KH�EHJDQ�UHEXLOGLQJ�D����IRRW�VDLOERDW�LQ�WKH�EDFN\DUG�RI�KLV�SULQW�VKRS��ZKLFK�ZDV�
LQ�DQ�ROG�'RXJKER\�)HHGV�EXLOGLQJ�LQ�:DQDPLQJR��0LQQ��%ORRPÀHOG�ÀQLVKHG�WKH�ERDW��GXEEHG�
´(QFRUH�µ�WKLV�IDOO�DQG�RQ�2FW�����VHW�RII�IURP�3HSLQ��:LV��$W�SUHVV�WLPH�KH�ZDV�ZHOO�RQ�KLV�ZD\�
WR�WKH�*XOI�RI�0H[LFR�DQG�KDG�SODQV�WR�HYHQWXDOO\�VDLO�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��+HUH�%ORRPÀHOG�LV�
VKRZQ�ZLWK�D�GLQJ\�KH�FRQVWUXFWHG�IRU�WKH�VDLOERDW���LSP Photo���

Sarah Claassen

Claassen Leaves LSP
Sarah Claassen�KDV�OHIW�WKH�/DQG�

6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�WR�SXUVXH�KHU�
SDVVLRQ�IRU�DSSOH�IDUPLQJ��

6LQFH�HDUO\�������&ODDVVHQ�KDV�EHHQ�
ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�/63·V�)DUP�%HJLQQLQJV�
3URJUDP�WR��RUJDQL]H�DURXQG�LVVXHV�
UHODWHG�WR�VHFXULQJ�DIIRUGDEOH�ODQG�WHQXUH�
IRU�QHZ�IDUPHUV��6KH�ZDV�WKH�FKLHI�UH�
VHDUFKHU�DQG�ZULWHU�IRU�/63·V�QHZ�VHULHV�
RI�ZKLWH�SDSHUV��
´&URS�,QVXUDQFH��
+RZ�D�6DIHW\�1HW�
%HFDPH�D�)DUP�
3ROLF\�'LVDVWHUµ�
(see pages 10-

13��
3UHYLRXVO\��

&ODDVVHQ�VHUYHG�
DV�DQ�/63�3ROLF\�
DQG�2UJDQL]�
LQJ�3URJUDP�
LQWHUQ�DQG�DV�DQ�
RUJDQL]HU�ZLWK�
WKH�&RPPXQLW\�
%DVHG )RRG�6\VWHPV�3URJUDP��S

)DUP�'UHDPV�LV�DQ�HQWU\�OHYHO��IRXU�
KRXU��H[SORUDWRU\�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�

3URMHFW�ZRUNVKRS�GHVLJQHG�WR�KHOS�SHRSOH�
ZKR�DUH�VHHNLQJ�SUDFWLFDO��FRPPRQ�VHQVH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�ZKHWKHU�VXVWDLQDEOH�IDUPLQJ�
LV�WKH�QH[W�VWHS�IRU�WKHP��7KLV�LV�DQ�H[FHO�
OHQW�ZRUNVKRS�WR�DWWHQG�LI�\RX�DUH�LQ�WKH�
H[SORUDWRU\�VWDJHV�RI�JHWWLQJ�VWDUWHG�IDUPLQJ�
DQG�LW·V�D�JRRG�SUHUHTXLVLWH�IRU�/63·V�)DUP�
%HJLQQLQJV�FRXUVH�

/63�KROGV�)DUP�'UHDPV�ZRUNVKRSV�DW�
YDULRXV�ORFDWLRQV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�0LQQHVRWD�
:LVFRQVLQ�UHJLRQ�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU��)RU�PRUH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�RU�WR�UHJLVWHU��VHH�ZZZ��
IDUPEHJLQQLQJV�RUJ��'HWDLOV�DUH�DOVR�DYDLO�
DEOH�E\�FDOOLQJ�/63·V�1LFN�2OVRQ�DW�����
���������RU���������������RU�H�PDLOLQJ�
QLFNR#ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ��S

Is Farming in Your Future? LSP’s Farm 
Dreams Can You Help You Find Out

Farmers: Time to Sign-up 
for 2015 CSA Directory
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2Q� HSLVRGH� ���� RI� /63·V�Ear to 

the Ground� SRGFDVW�� IDUPODQG� RZQHU�
*UHWFKHQ� *RRGPDQ� DQG� /63� RUJD�
QL]HU� &DUROLQH� YDQ� 6FKDLN� WDON� DERXW�
WKH�UROH�ZRPHQ�SOD\�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�RXU��
IDUPODQG�DQG�UXUDO�FRPPXQLWLHV��ZZZ�
ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�SRVWV�����

Give it a Listen

TKH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�KHOG�D�´:RPHQ�&DULQJ�IRU�WKH�/DQGµ�HYHQW�LQ�2FWREHU�DW�
WKH�'RXJ�3LOWLQJVUXG�DQG�0DU\�.D\�6KDUS�3LOWLQJVUXG�IDUP�LQ�VRXWKHDVWHUQ�0LQQHVRWD��

:RPHQ�ODQGRZQHUV�JDWKHUHG�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�IRU�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�DERXW�VRPH�RI�WKH�JRDOV�WKH\�KDYH�
IRU�WKHLU�IDUPODQG��,Q�WKH�DIWHUQRRQ��WKH�ZRPHQ�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�D�SXEOLF�ZRUNVKRS�DW�WKH�3LOW�
LQJVUXG�IDUP�RQ�VHWWLQJ�XS�IHQFLQJ�DQG�XWLOL]LQJ�FRQWUDFW�JUD]LQJ�WR�PDQDJH�WKH�ODQG��see page 

8���3DUWLFLSDQWV�DOVR�KDG�D�FKDQFH�WR�KDQGOH�SRO\ZLUH�UHHOV�DQG�WR�OHDUQ�PRUH�VSHFLÀFDOO\�DERXW�
HOHFWUR�QHWV�FRPPRQO\�XVHG�IRU�SDVWXULQJ�JRDWV��VKHHS�DQG�SRXOWU\��

/63�KDV�EHHQ�KROGLQJ�:RPHQ�&DULQJ�IRU�WKH�/DQG�PHHWLQJV�LQ�VRXWKHDVWHUQ�DQG�ZHVWHUQ�
0LQQHVRWD�WR�EULQJ�WRJHWKHU�ZRPHQ�ZKR�RZQ�ODQG�DQG�UHQW�LW�RXW�IRU�DJULFXOWXUDO�SURGXFWLRQ��
DQG�ZKR�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�OHDUQLQJ�PRUH�DERXW�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�RQ�WKDW�ODQG��$�:RPHQ�&DULQJ�IRU�WKH�/DQG�:LQWHU�*DWKHULQJ�ZLOO�EH�KHOG�-DQ������
IURP���S�P��WR���S�P���LQ�%HQVRQ�LQ�ZHVWHUQ�0LQQHVRWD��7KH�IRFXV�ZLOO�EH�RQ�UHVRXUFHV�IRU�PDQDJLQJ�SDVWXUH�DQG�RWKHU�W\SHV�RI�JUDVVODQG��)RU�
PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�WR�UHVHUYH�D�VSRW��FRQWDFW�/63·V�5HEHFFD�:KLWH�DW��������������RU�UZKLWH#ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ��)RU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
RQ�IXWXUH�:RPHQ�&DULQJ�IRU�WKH�/DQG�HYHQWV�LQ�VRXWKHDVWHUQ�0LQQHVRWD��FRQWDFW�&DUROLQH�YDQ�6FKDLN�DW��������������RU�FDUROLQH#�
ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ���LSP Photos��S

Good Fences Make Good Stewardship
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3URÀWV�IURP�3HUHQQLDOV
A Customized Approach 
to Land Stewardship
By Caroline van Schaik

Mutual Goals, Communication, Key to Grazing Agreement

TKH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW·V�
ORQJ�KHOG�PDQWUD�WR�FRYHU�WKH�
VRLO�ZLWK�JUDVV�DQG�OLYHVWRFN�KDV�

LQFUHDVHG�LQ�LQWHQVLW\�DV�QRQ�RSHUDWLQJ�IDUP�
ODQGRZQHUV��HVSHFLDOO\�ZRPHQ��SRQGHU�ZKDW�
WR�GR�QH[W�ZKHQ�WKHLU�GLVWDVWH�IRU�HURVLRQ�
ÀQGV�D�YRLFH�

:KHWKHU�WKH�ODQG�LV�RZQHG�RU�UHQWHG��WKH�
VRLO�QHHGV�URRWV�LQ�WKH�JURXQG�DOO�\HDU�DQG�
JUD]LQJ�SHUPDQHQW�SDVWXUH�SURYLGHV�WKDW�
DQG�LQFRPH�WR�ERRW��&RQWUDFW�JUD]LQJ�ZRXOG�
VHHP�WR�RIIHU�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�RWKHUZLVH�
OLPLWHG�E\�WKH�ODFN�RI�ODQG�IRU�VRPH�DQG�WRR�
PXFK�WR�PDQDJH�IRU�RWKHUV��

6RPHWLPHV�FDOOHG�FXVWRP�JUD]LQJ��FRQ�
WUDFW�JUD]LQJ�GHFRXSOHV�RZQHUVKLS�RI�ODQG�
DQG�OLYHVWRFN��WKHUHE\�OHDYLQJ�DOO�SDUWLHV�IUHH�
WR�PRYH�DFURVV�RWKHUZLVH�LQKLELWLQJ�UHVWULF�
WLRQV�WR�IDUPLQJ�DQG�ODQG�PDQDJHPHQW��
8QGHU�VXFK�DQ�DUUDQJHPHQW��ODQG�LV�UHQWHG�
IRU�JUD]LQJ�OLYHVWRFN�DQG�WKH�ODQGRZQHU�LV�
SDLG�RQ�D�SHU�DFUH��SHU�GD\�RU�SHU�SRXQG�
RI�ZHLJKW�JDLQ�EDVLV��%HQHÀWV�LQFOXGH�VRLO�

IHUWLOLW\�SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�OLYHVWRFN�DV�ZHOO�
DV�LQFRPH�IURP�UHQWDO�DQG�SRWHQWLDOO\�WKH�
EXUJHRQLQJ�JUDVV�IHG�PHDW�PDUNHW��:LWK�
FRQWUDFW�JUD]LQJ��VWHZDUGVKLS�JRDOV�DUH�
HDVLHU�WR�UHDFK�WKDQ�ZKHQ�ODQG�LV�UHQWHG�RXW�
IRU�DQQXDO�URZ�FURS�SURGXFWLRQ�

7KLV�LV�DJULFXOWXUH�IRU�PD[LPXP�SURÀW��
QRW�PD[LPXP�\LHOG��DQG�LW�FDQ�EH�PHDVXUHG�
LQ�VKRUW�RUGHU��&RQWUDFW�JUD]LQJ�FDQ�DOVR�
RIIHU�D�ZD\�IRU�D�ODQGRZQHU�WR�KHOS�D�EHJLQ�
QLQJ�IDUPHU�RU�QHLJKERU�ZKR�GRHVQ·W�KDYH�
DFFHVV�WR�JRRG�IRUDJH³�VRPHWKLQJ�PDQ\�
ODQGRZQHUV�WHOO�XV�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�WKHP�

,W·V�D�YHU\�VHQVLEOH�VROXWLRQ�²�EXW�ZKDW�GR�
OLYHVWRFN�SURGXFHUV�DQG�ODQGRZQHUV�WKLQN"

7KLV�SDVW�VXPPHU�/63�FRQGXFWHG�LQWHU�
YLHZV�LQ�DQG�QHDU�WKH�5RRW�5LYHU�ZDWHUVKHG�
LQ�VRXWKHDVWHUQ�0LQQHVRWD�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�
VRPH�RI�WKH�PDQ\�YLHZV�RI�FRQWUDFW�JUD]LQJ��
,Q�VKRUW��ZH�OHDUQHG�WKDW�WKHUH·V�D�JRRG�GHDO�
RI�QHLJKERUO\��ORZ�FRVW�SDVWXUH�VKDULQJ�DW�
ZRUN�ZLWK�OLWWOH�WR�QRWKLQJ�ZULWWHQ�GRZQ�DQG�
JHQHUDO�KRUURU�DW�WKH�SURVSHFW�RI�IHQFLQJ�LQ�
KLJK�SULFHG�FURSODQG�

/63·V�LQWHUYLHZV�FRQWLQXH�WR�WDNH�SODFH�
SULPDULO\�LQ�WKH�5RRW�5LYHU�ZDWHUVKHG�ZLWK�D�

VPDOO�JUDQW�IURP�86'$·V�5LVN�0DQDJHPHQW�
(GXFDWLRQ�3URJUDP��6R�IDU��ZH·YH�OHDUQHG�RI�
VRPH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�VLWXDWLRQV�LQYROYLQJ�WKH�XVH�
RI�JUD]LQJ�DQG�JUD]LQJ�FRQWUDFWV�

£�$�FDUSHQWHU�IDUPHG�RQO\�RQ�WKH�
ZHHNHQGV�XQWLO�QHLJKERULQJ�ODQG�KH�QRZ�
UHQWV�JDYH�KLP�WKH�QHHGHG�VSDFH�WR�UDLVH�
PRUH�UHJLVWHUHG�+HUHIRUGV�IXOO�WLPH��

£�$�UHWLUHG�WHDFKHU�IRXQG�DQ�RUJDQLF�
IDUPHU�WR�UHQW�KHU�KRPH�IDUP�ZKHQ�LW�
FDPH�RXW�RI�WKH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�5HVHUYH�
3URJUDP��&53��WR�VDIHJXDUG�DJDLQVW�
JHQHWLFDOO\�PRGLÀHG�VHHG��ORVV�RI�JUDVVHG�
ZDWHUZD\V�DQG�RWKHU�SUDFWLFHV�FRQWUDU\�WR�
KHU�YDOXHV���

£�$�FRQWUDFW�JUD]LHU�IRXQG�KLPVHOI�
ZLWK�RQO\�D�WKLUG�RI�WKH�FRZV�KH·G�DJUHHG�
WR�IDWWHQ�GXULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�DQG�QR�ZULW�
WHQ�FRQWUDFW�WR�JXDUDQWHH�HYHQ�D�EDVH�
SD\PHQW��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��D�ODQGRZQHU�
IDFLQJ�WKH�XQH[SHFWHG�GHSDUWXUH�RI�D�KHUG�
ZDV�UHOLHYHG�WR�PDNH�GHFLVLRQV�ZLWKRXW�D�
VLJQHG�DJUHHPHQW�WR�KDPSHU�KHU��

£�$�OLYHVWRFN�SURGXFHU�GHSHQGV�RQ�
UHQWHG�SDVWXUH�WR�UDLVH�WKH�FDWWOH�KH�QHHGV�
IRU�HDJHU�UHVWDXUDQW�FKHIV��

£�$QRWKHU�VHHV�UHWLULQJ�&53�ODQG�DV�D�
JRRG�EHW�IRU�LPPHGLDWH�RUJDQLF�FHUWLÀFD�
WLRQ�DQG�WKXV�D�VRXUFH�RI�RUJDQLF��JUDVV�
IHG�EHHI³LI�WKH�ODQGRZQHU�ZLOO�DJUHH�

£�2QH�FRXSOH�EXLOW�WZR�DQG�D�KDOI�
PLOHV�RI�IHQFH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�ERUURZ�VRPH�
RI�WKH�QHLJKERU·V�FRZ�FDOI�SDLUV�DV�SDUW�
RI�WKHLU�EXFNWKRUQ�PDQDJHPHQW��,W·V�KDUG�
ZRUN��EXW�WKH\�SODQ�RQ�XVLQJ�FDWWOH�DV�

:KHQ�WKH\�ERXJKW����DFUHV�RI�IDUP�
ODQG�LQ�VRXWKHDVWHUQ�0LQQHVRWD�D�

IHZ�\HDUV�DJR��'RXJ�3LOWLQJVUXG�DQG�0DU\�
.D\�6KDUS�3LOWLQJVUXG� VHW� WR�ZRUN� HVWDE�
OLVKLQJ�JUDVV�DQG�RWKHU�SHUHQQLDO�SODQWV�RQ�
DFUHV�WKDW�KDG�SUHYLRXVO\�EHHQ�FRYHUHG�ZLWK�
FRUQ�DQG�VR\EHDQV��7KH\�VHHGHG�SDVWXUH�DQG�
SXW�LQ�IHQFLQJ��ZDWHU�OLQHV�DQG�RWKHU�LQIUD�
VWUXFWXUH� IRU�PDQDJLQJ� OLYHVWRFN� �IXQGLQJ�
IURP� WKH�86'$·V�(QYLURQPHQWDO�4XDOLW\�
,QFHQWLYHV�3URJUDP�KHOSHG�FRYHU�PXFK�RI�
WKH�FRVW���7KH\�WKHQ�ZRUNHG�XS�D�FRQWUDFW�
JUD]LQJ�DJUHHPHQW�ZLWK�(ULF�DQG�/LVD�.OHLQ��
ZKR�UDLVH�JUDVV�IHG�EHHI�IRU�GLUHFW�VDOH�DQG�
KDYH�D�KDUG�WLPH�ÀQGLQJ�HQRXJK�SDVWXUH�WR�
PHHW�WKHLU�QHHGV�

'RXJ�3LOWLQJVUXG� WROG� SDUWLFLSDQWV� LQ� D�
UHFHQW�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�ZRUNVKRS�
RQ�IHQFLQJ��see page 7��WKDW�LW·V�NH\�LQ�D�FRQ�
WUDFW�JUD]LQJ�DUUDQJHPHQW�WR�SXW�HYHU\WKLQJ�
RQ�SDSHU�DQG�WR�EH�FOHDU�RQ�ZKDW�HDFK�SDUW\·V�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�LV��7KH�3LOWLQJVUXGV�RZQ�WKH�
ODQG�DQG�PDQDJH�WKH�FDWWOH�DQG�SDVWXUHV��WKH�

.OHLQV�RZQ�WKH�FDWWOH�DQG�SD\�UHQW�IRU�SDVWXUH�
DQG�OLYHVWRFN�PDQDJHPHQW��2WKHU�LVVXHV�VXFK�
DV�EXOOV��FDOYLQJ��VWRFNLQJ�UDWHV��MRLQHG�KHUGV��
PLQLPXP�JUD]LQJ�VHDVRQ��DQG�GURXJKW�ÁRRG�
SURYLVLRQV�DOVR�QHHG�VSHOOLQJ�RXW�EHIRUH�WKH\�
EHFRPH�SULFNO\�SUREOHPV��

´&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�LV�NH\�µ�VDLG�3LOWLQJVUXG�
'XULQJ�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�\HDUV��WKH�WZR�IDUPV�

KDYH�KDG�DQ�DUUDQJHPHQW�ZKHUH�WKH�.OHLQV�SD\�
EDVHG�RQ�KRZ�PXFK�ZHLJKW�WKH�FDWWOH�JDLQ��D�
JUDLQ�HOHYDWRU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�IDUPV�SURYLGHV�
D�KDQG\�ORFDWLRQ�WR�ZHLJK�WKH�FDWWOH�EHIRUH�DQG�
DIWHU�WKH�JUD]LQJ�VHDVRQ���(ULF�.OHLQ�H[SODLQHG�
WKDW�SD\LQJ�EDVHG�RQ�ZHLJKW�JDLQ��UDWKHU�WKDQ�
RQ�D�SHU�DQLPDO��SHU�GD\�EDVLV��SURYLGHV�WKH�
ODQGRZQHU� D� EHWWHU� LQFHQWLYH� WR� GR� D� JRRG�
MRE�RI�PDQDJLQJ�WKH�JUDVVODQG�DQG�SURYLGLQJ�
TXDOLW\�IRUDJH��

$QG�'RXJ� 3LOWLQJVUXG��ZKR� LV� SDVVLRQ�
DWH�DERXW�LPSURYLQJ�VRLO�KHDOWK�RQ�WKH�IDUP��
VD\V�WKLV�SD\PHQW�DUUDQJHPHQW�JLYHV�KLP�WKH�
LQFHQWLYH� WR� WDNH� VWHSV� WR� SURWHFW� DQG� EXLOG�
WKH� VRLO�� VLQFH�KHDOWKLHU�SDVWXUH� LV� WKH� UHVXOW�

RI�KHDOWKLHU�KXPXV��DQG�RI�FRXUVH��UHVXOWV�LQ�
KHDYLHU�FDWWOH�DQG�WKXV�D�IDWWHU�SD\FKHFN��7KH�
3LOWLQJVUXG�SDVWXUHV�DUH�SURGXFLQJ�KHDYLHU�
FDWWOH�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�JURZLQJ�VHDVRQ�DIWHU�
MXVW�IRXU�\HDUV�RI�PDQDJHPHQW�

,Q�JHQHUDO��WKH�3LOWLQJVUXGV�UHIHU�WR�WKHLU�
FRQWUDFW� JUD]LQJ� RSHUDWLRQ� DV� WKH� NLQG� RI�
IDUPLQJ�WKDW�VXSSRUWV�WKHLU�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�
VRLO�EXLOGLQJ�DQG�D�OLIH�RQ�WKH�ODQG�

7KH�ZD\�WKH�.OHLQV�VHH�LW��WKDW�PDNHV�IRU�
D�ZLQ�ZLQ�VLWXDWLRQ��

´:H�GRQ·W� KDYH� HQRXJK� JUDVV� WR�PHHW�
PDUNHW�GHPDQG�µ�(ULF�VDLG��́ 6R�LW�ZRUNV�RXW�
UHDOO\�ZHOO�WR�SDUWQHU�ZLWK�VRPHERG\�ZKR�
KDV�WKH�JUDVV�µ�

Contract Grazing Fact Sheets
)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�FRQWUDFW�JUD]LQJ�

DQG�SDVWXUH�UHQWDO�DQG�OHDVH�DJUHHPHQWV��VHH�
WKH�*UHHQ�/DQGV�%OXH�:DWHUV�FRQWUDFW�JUD]�
LQJ�ZHE�SDJH��ZZZ�JUHHQODQGVEOXHZDWHUV�
QHW�3HUHQQLDOB)RUDJH�FRQWUDFW�KWPO�

Contract Grazing,�VHH�SDJH��«
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'XULQJ�D�UHFHQW�/63�ÀHOG�GD\��'RXJ�3LOWLQJVUXG�GHVFULEHG�KRZ�D�JRRG�IHQFLQJ�V\VWHP�
and clear communications are helping contract grazing work on his southeastern 
Minnesota farm. (LSP Photo�

LQYDVLYH�VSHFLHV�FRQWURO�DJDLQ�QH[W�\HDU��

:LWK�IHQFLQJ�HPHUJLQJ�DV�VXFK�D�ELJ�LVVXH�
DPRQJ�SHRSOH�ZH�WDON�WR��/63�RUJDQL]HG�D�ÀHOG�
GD\�LQ�ODWH�2FWREHU�RQ�D�VRXWKHDVWHUQ�0LQQHVRWD�
JUDVV�EDVHG�IDUP�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�EDVLFV�RI�IHQFLQJ�
PDWHULDOV�DQG�GHVLJQ��see page 7���'XULQJ�WKH�HYHQW��
KRVWV�'RXJ�3LOWLQJVUXG�DQG�0DU\�.D\�6KDUS�3LOW�
LQJVUXG�H[SODLQHG�KRZ�WKH\�ELW�WKH�EXOOHW�DQG�VHW�XS�
WKH�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�IRU�URWDWLRQDO�JUD]LQJ�RQ�IRUPHU�
FURS�JURXQG��7KH\�QRZ�ZRUN�ZLWK�QHLJKERUV�(ULF�
DQG�/LVD�.OHLQ��URWDWLRQDOO\�JUD]LQJ�.OHLQ�FDWWOH�WR�
PDQDJH�WKH�JUDVVODQG�RQ�WKHLU�IDUP��see sidebar on 

page 8���
0DNH�QR�PLVWDNH³FRQWUDFW�JUD]LQJ�LV�QRW�DERXW�

WR�WDNH�WKH�UHJLRQ�E\�VWRUP��:KHQ�FRUQ�ZDV�SD\LQJ�
���D�EXVKHO��JUD]LQJ�ZDV�D�ODERU�RI�ORYH�ZLWK�SDV�
WXUH�´WKURZQ�LQµ�ZLWK�WKH�UHQWHG�FURS�JURXQG��IHZ�
FRQVLGHU�SHUPDQHQW�SDVWXUHV�D�UHQWDEOH�FRPPRG�
LW\��(YHQ�WKLV�\HDU�ZLWK�FRUQ�DW��������RQH�GRHVQ·W�
KDYH�WR�GULYH�IDU�WR�QRWLFH�WZR�WKLQJV��D�SKHQRPHQDO�
QXPEHU�RI�FRUQÀHOGV�DQG�DQ�HTXDOO\�HQWLFLQJ�QXP�
EHU�RI�&53�DFUHV�EHJJLQJ�IRU�DQLPDO�GLVWXUEDQFH�
DQG�KHDOWK\�ELRORJLFDO�DFWLYLW\��%XW�ZLWK�LVVXHV�RI�
HURVLRQ��ODQG�DFFHVV��DJLQJ�IDUPHUV�and�ODQGRZQHUV�
PDNLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�IHOW�DW�HYHU\�WXUQ��SDVWXUH�UHQWLQJ�LV�SRLVHG�WR�EH�D�IRUFH�IRU�WKH�QHDU�IXWXUH��%ULQJ�RQ�WKRVH�IHQFHV��ZH�FDQ�ÀJXUH�LW�RXW��S

Caroline van Schaik is an LSP organizer working in the Root River watershed. She can be reached at 507-523-3366 or caroline@

landstewardshipproject.org. For more information on LSP’s work in the Root River watershed, contact van Schaik or see the Root River: Promise 
of Pasture page at www.landstewardshipproject.org.

…Contract Grazing, from page 8

)DUPHUV�� ODQG�PDQDJHUV�
DQG�ZLOGOLIH�H[SHUWV�JDWK�

HUHG�DW�WKH�ZHVW�FHQWUDO�0LQQH�
VRWD�IDUP�RI�0DUN�+DOOV�LQ�6HS�
WHPEHU�IRU�D�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�
3URMHFW�ÀHOG�GD\�RQ�FRYHU�FURSV�
DQG� IDUPODQG�ZLOGOLIH� KDELWDW��
+DOOV�GHVFULEHG�KRZ�KH�WDNHV�D�
SURDFWLYH� DSSURDFK� WR� NHHSLQJ�
GHHU�RXW�RI�KLV�IHHG�SLOH��+H�KDV�D�
���DFUH�ZKHDW�ÀHOG�SODQWHG�LQWR�
D� IRUDJH�PL[� LQWHQGHG� WR� IHHG�
GHHU�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ZLQWHU��)LHOG�
'D\� SDUWLFLSDQWV� DOVR� OHDUQHG�
DERXW� JRYHUQPHQW� SURJUDPV�
DYDLODEOH� IRU� HVWDEOLVKLQJ� DQG�
PDLQWDLQLQJ�ZLOGOLIH�KDELWDW�DQG�
IRRG�SORWV��

/63� LV�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK� IDUP�
HUV�DQG�RWKHU�ODQGRZQHUV�LQ�WKH�
&KLSSHZD�5LYHU�ZDWHUVKHG� WR�
SURPRWH� SURÀWDEOH� SURGXFWLRQ�
V\VWHPV�WKDW�LPSURYH�VRLO�KHDOWK�
DQG� SURWHFW�ZDWHU� TXDOLW\�� )RU�
PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��FRQWDFW�/63·V�
5RELQ�0RRUH�DW��������������
RU� UPRRUH#ODQGVWHZDUGVKLS�
SURMHFW�RUJ��

Cover Crops & Wildlife in the Chippewa 

The Halls family used a no-till drill rented from the local Soil and Water Conservation District 
RIÀFH�WR�VHHG�D�FRYHU�FURS�PL[�LQWR�ZKHDW�VWXEEOH�WKLV�VXPPHU���LSP Photo)
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Policy & Organizing

Insurance,�VHH�SDJH���«

Crop Insurance: How a Safety Net 
Became a Farm Policy Disaster
A Special Series of LSP White Papers Highlights how the Nation’s #1 
Ag Program is Using Public Funds to Enrich Corporations, 
Undermine Rural Communities & Stymie Beginning Farmers

Source: 86'$�5LVN�0DQDJHPHQW�$JHQF\

Federal Spending on Crop Insurance, Fiscal Years 2003-2012 (in millions of dollars)

TKH�QDWLRQ·V�PDLQ�IHGHUDO�DJULFXO�
WXUDO�SURJUDP�LV�XWLOL]LQJ�SXEOLF�
PRQH\�WR�HQULFK�D�KDQGIXO�RI�PDMRU�

FRUSRUDWLRQV�ZKLOH�KHOSLQJ�VRPH�RI�WKH�
ELJJHVW�FURS�SURGXFHUV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�FRQ�
VROLGDWH�ODQGKROGLQJV�WR�DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�
OHYHO��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�D�VHULHV�RI�ZKLWH�SDSHUV�
UHOHDVHG�E\�WKH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�LQ�
HDUO\�'HFHPEHU��7KH�VHULHV��´&URS�,QVXU�
DQFH��+RZ�D�6DIHW\�1HW�%HFDPH�D�)DUP�
3ROLF\�'LVDVWHU�µ�UHOLHV�RQ�GDWD�DQG�ÀUVWKDQG�
DFFRXQWV�FROOHFWHG�E\�/63�VWDII�DQG�PHP�
EHUV�WR�SRUWUD\�D�SXEOLF�SROLF\�SURJUDP�WKDW�
KDV�YHHUHG�VR�IDU�RII�LWV�RULJLQDO�PLVVLRQ�RI�
EHLQJ�D�EDVLF�VDIHW\�QHW�WKDW�LW�LV�DFWXDOO\�
VHUYLQJ�DV�D�PDMRU�EDUULHU�IRU�EHJLQQLQJ�
IDUPHUV�ZKR�ZDQW�DFFHVV�WR�ODQG�DQG�FDSLWDO��

´:KHQ�JUDLQ�SULFHV�DUH�KLJK��\RX�FRXOG�
EH�JXDUDQWHHG����PLOOLRQ�WR����PLOOLRQ�LQ�
LQFRPH�LI�\RX�KDYH�������WR��������DFUHV�µ�
VD\V�VRXWKZHVWHUQ�0LQQHVRWD�IDUPHU�'DU�
Z\Q�%DFK��´:KHQ�WKHUH·V�QR�ULVN�LQ�IDUPLQJ�
PRUH�ODQG��SHRSOH�JR�RXW�DQG�ELG�XS�UHQWDO�
UDWHV�DQG�ODQG�UDWHV��,W·V�D�VQRZEDOO�HIIHFW��
7KLV�ZDV�VHW�XS�WR�EH�D�VDIHW\�QHW�IRU�UHDO�
IDUPHUV�RXW�WKHUH�SURGXFLQJ�FURSV��QRW�D�WRRO�
IRU�FRQFHQWUDWLQJ�ZHDOWK�DQG�HPSW\LQJ�RXU�
WRZQV�µ

The Corporate Connection
6WDUWHG�E\�WKH�IHGHUDO�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�

�����DV�D�ZD\�WR�JXDUDQWHH�D�VWHDG\�VXSSO\�

RI�IRRG�IRU�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��FURS�LQVXUDQFH�
ZDV�SULYDWL]HG�DQG�H[SDQGHG�LQ�WKH�����V��
6LQFH�WKHQ��FURS�LQVXUDQFH�KDV�EHFRPH�D�
PDVVLYHO\�H[SHQVLYH�SURJUDP�IRU�WKH�$PHUL�
FDQ�WD[SD\HU³LWV�DQQXDO�SULFH�WDJ�JUHZ�
IURP����ELOOLRQ�WR�RYHU�����ELOOLRQ�EHWZHHQ�
�����DQG�������7KH�JURZWK�RI�WKLV�SURJUDP�
KDV�DFFHOHUDWHG�UHFHQWO\�WR�WKH�SRLQW�ZKHUH�
RYHU�WKH�SDVW�ÀYH�\HDUV��LW�KDV�UHSODFHG�
GLUHFW�FRPPRGLW\�SD\PHQWV�DV�WKH�ODUJHVW�
XVH�RI�SXEOLF�GROODUV�WR�VXEVLGL]H�PD[LPXP�
SURGXFWLRQ�RI�D�IHZ�IDYRUHG�FURSV��

7RGD\��FURS�LQVXUDQFH�LV�RIIHUHG�WKURXJK�
���LQVXUDQFH�FRUSRUDWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�DS�
SURYHG�E\�WKH�86'$��7KHVH�FRUSRUDWLRQV�
LQFOXGH�VXEVLGLDULHV�RI�PDQ\�ODUJH�EDQNV�DQG�
DJULEXVLQHVVHV��LQFOXGLQJ�5XUDO�&RPPXQLW\�
,QVXUDQFH�6HUYLFHV��D�VXEVLGLDU\�RI�:HOOV�
)DUJR���-RKQ�'HHUH�,QVXUDQFH�&RPSDQ\��
$PHULFDQ�)DUP�%XUHDX�,QVXUDQFH�6HUYLFHV��
DQG�$UFKHU�'DQLHOV�0LGODQG�&URS�5LVN�
6HUYLFHV��2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��FURS�LQVXUDQFH�
KDV�EHFRPH�DQ�H[WUHPHO\�OXFUDWLYH�EXVLQHVV�
IRU�WKHVH�ÀUPV��WKDQNV�WR�WKH�LQYHVWPHQW�RI�
SXEOLF�GROODUV��$V�/63·V�ZKLWH�SDSHUV�VKRZ��
WD[�IXQGHG�VXEVLGLHV�IXQQHOHG�LQWR�FURS�LQ�
VXUDQFH�KDYH�LQ�HIIHFW�FUHDWHG�DQ�DUWLÀFLDOO\�
ODUJH�PDUNHW�WKDW�JXDUDQWHHV�PDVVLYH�SURÀWV�
IRU�WKHVH�FRUSRUDWLRQV�

,QVXUDQFH�FRUSRUDWLRQV�EHQHÀW�IURP�
SXEOLF�IXQGV�LQ�D�FRXSOH�RI�ZD\V��)RU�RQH��
WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�VXEVLGL]HV�SURGXFHUV·�LQVXU�
DQFH�SUHPLXPV�E\�DQ�DYHUDJH�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�
���SHUFHQW��7KLV�LV�E\�IDU�WKH�PRVW�H[SHQVLYH�
DVSHFW�RI�WKH�SURJUDP��FRVWLQJ�WKH�WD[SD\HU�
D�WRWDO�RI�����ELOOLRQ�IURP������WR�������
:KLOH�IDUPHUV�EHQHÀW�IURP�ORZHU�FRVW�LQVXU�
DQFH��WKLV�VXEVLG\�EHQHÀWV�WKH�LQVXUDQFH�FRU�
SRUDWLRQV�E\�FUHDWLQJ�D�PXFK�ODUJHU�PDUNHW�
IRU�WKHLU�SURGXFWV�WKDQ�ZRXOG�H[LVW�QRUPDOO\��
ZLWK�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKLV�PDUNHW�ERRVW�FRP�
LQJ�YLD�WKH�SRFNHWV�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�WD[�
SD\HU��&URS�LQVXUDQFH�FRUSRUDWLRQV�DOVR�JHW�
WD[�IXQGHG�UHLPEXUVHPHQWV�WR�KHOS�FRYHU�WKH�
DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�DQG�RSHUDWLQJ�FRVWV�RI�VHUYLF�
LQJ�LQVXUDQFH�SROLFLHV��%HWZHHQ������DQG�
������IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�IHGHUDO�JRYHUQPHQW�
SDLG�LQVXUDQFH�FRUSRUDWLRQV�������ELOOLRQ�

IRU�WKHLU�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�DQG�
RSHUDWLRQ�FRVWV��

7KH�/63�SDSHUV�GHVFULEH�
KRZ�WKHUH�LV�OLWWOH�DFFRXQW�
DELOLW\�RQ�WKH�SDUW�RI�WKH�
LQVXUDQFH�FRPSDQLHV�ZKHQ�
LW�FRPHV�WR�JHWWLQJ�SDLG�
IRU�VHUYLFLQJ�SROLFLHV��)RU�
H[DPSOH��LQ��������������
IHZHU�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�
SROLFLHV�ZHUH�VROG�WKDQ�LQ�
������\HW�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�
UHLPEXUVHPHQWV�ZHUH������
ELOOLRQ�KLJKHU��see chart 

By the Numbers
#1
&URS�LQVXUDQFH·V�UDQN�DV�WKH�XVHU�RI�SXEOLF�
GROODUV�WR�SURPRWH�PD[LPXP�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�
D�KDQGIXO�RI�FRPPRGLW\�FURSV�

$58.7 Billion
7KH� DPRXQW� RI� WD[�PRQH\� VSHQW� RQ� FURS�
LQVXUDQFH�IURP�����������

$12.5 Billion
7KH�DPRXQW�RI�WD[�PRQH\�WKDW�ZHQW�WR�FURS�
LQVXUDQFH�FRUSRUDWLRQV�WR�SD\�WKHLU�́ DGPLQ�
LVWUDWLRQ�DQG�RSHUDWLQJ�FRVWVµ�EHWZHHQ������
DQG������

2.3%
7KH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�8�6��IDUPV�UHSUHVHQWHG�
E\�WKH�WRS�����RI�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�SUHPLXP�
VXEVLG\�UHFLSLHQWV��

$1,667,852
7KH�WRWDO�DPRXQW�RI�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�SUHPLXP�
VXEVLGLHV� FROOHFWHG� E\� RQH� VRXWKHDVWHUQ�
0LQQHVRWD�FURS�RSHUDWLRQ�LQ�������
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Source: 86'$�5LVN�0DQDJHPHQW�$JHQF\

Number of Policies Administrative 
Reimbursement
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on page 11���$V�WKH�8�6��*RYHUQPHQW�$F�
FRXQWDELOLW\�2IÀFH�GHVFULEHG�LQ�������WKH�
UHLPEXUVHPHQWV�DUH�GHWDFKHG�IURP�´UHDVRQ�
DEOH�EXVLQHVV�H[SHQVHV�µ�JHQHUDWLQJ�D�´NLQG�
RI�ZLQGIDOOµ�IRU�PDQ\�LQVXUDQFH�FRPSDQLHV��

$�ULVN�VKDULQJ�DJUHHPHQW�ZKHUH�WKH��
JRYHUQPHQW�FRYHUV�WKH�ULVNLHVW�SROLF\KROG�
HUV�ZDV�GHYHORSHG�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�DJR�LQ�RUGHU�
WR�HQFRXUDJH�FRUSRUDWH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�FURS�
LQVXUDQFH��EXW�LW�KDV�HYROYHG�LQWR�D�V\VWHP�
ZKHUH�WD[SD\HUV�DUH�SD\LQJ�FODLPV�ZKLOH�
:HOOV�)DUJR��$UFKHU�'DQLHOV�0LGODQG�DQG�
RWKHU�FRUSRUDWLRQV�FRQVLV�
WHQWO\�JDUQHU�ELJ�SURÀWV��,Q�
IDFW��FURS�LQVXUDQFH�FRUSRUD�
WLRQV�KDYH�EDQNHG�XQGHU�
ZULWLQJ�JDLQV�LQ�DOO�EXW�WKUHH�
\HDUV�VLQFH�������WKDQNV�WR�
WKLV�ULVN�VKDULQJ�DJUHHPHQW��

:KHQ�FRPELQHG�ZLWK�
DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�DQG�RSHUDWLQJ�
UHLPEXUVHPHQWV��XQGHU�
ZULWLQJ�JDLQV�FDQ�SURGXFH�
PDVVLYH�SD\RIIV�IRU�SULYDWH�
LQGXVWU\�DW�SXEOLF�H[SHQVH��
,Q�VRPH�FDVHV��WKHVH�SURÀWV�
YDVWO\�RYHUVKDGRZ�WKH�
EHQHÀWV�EHLQJ�SDVVHG�RQ�
WR�WKH�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�WKH�
FURS�LQVXUDQFH�V\VWHP�ZDV�
VXSSRVHGO\�VHW�XS�WR�VHUYH�
LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�SODFH³IDUPHUV��
7KHVH�SXEOLF�GROODUV�DUH�
JRLQJ�WR�DOUHDG\�ZHDOWK\�FRUSRUDWLRQV³WRS�
UDQNHG�LQVXUHU�:HOOV�)DUJR�KDG������WULO�
OLRQ�LQ�DVVHWV�LQ�������ZKLOH�VHFRQG�UDQNHG�
LQVXUHU�$FH�UHSRUWHG������ELOOLRQ�QHW�LQFRPH�
LQ�������

$V�D�UHVXOW��FURS�LQVXUDQFH�FRUSRUD�
WLRQV�FRQVLVWHQWO\�JHQHUDWH�SURÀWV�WKDW�DUH�
FRQVLGHUHG�H[FHVVLYH�E\�JHQHUDO�EXVLQHVV�
VWDQGDUGV��%HWZHHQ������DQG�������WKHVH�
FRPSDQLHV�DYHUDJHG�D����SHUFHQW�UHWXUQ�RQ�
HTXLW\�DW�D�WLPH�ZKHQ�WKH�´UHDVRQDEOH�UDWH�RI�
UHWXUQµ�ZDV�MXVW�XQGHU����SHUFHQW��DFFRUGLQJ�
WR�D�UHSRUW�GRQH�IRU�WKH�86'$�E\�0LOOLPDQ��
,QF��,Q������DORQH��FURS�LQVXUHUV�HQMR\HG�DQ�
DVWRXQGLQJ����SHUFHQW�UDWH�RI�UHWXUQ��PRUH�
WKDQ�GRXEOH�ZKDW�ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�WKH�UHD�
VRQDEOH�UDWH�RI�UHWXUQ�FDOFXODWHG�E\�HFRQR�
PLVWV�IRU�WKDW�\HDU�

Helping the Big Get Bigger
2QO\����SHUFHQW�RI�8�6��IDUPHUV�XWLOL]HG�

IHGHUDOO\�VXEVLGL]HG�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�LQ�������
7KH�FXUUHQW�IRUP�RI�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�SURYLGHV�
WKH�EHVW�FRYHUDJH�WR�D�KDQGIXO�RI�FRPPRGLW\�
FURSV�VXFK�DV�FRUQ�DQG�VR\EHDQV��DQG�LV�QRW�
DV�XVHIXO�IRU�IDUPHUV�ZKR�DUH�SXUVXLQJ�SUR�
GXFWLRQ�V\VWHPV�WKDW�DUH�PRUH�GLYHUVH��2I�
WKH�IDUPHUV�ZKR�GR�SXUFKDVH�LQVXUDQFH��WKH�

EXON�RI�WKH�ELOOLRQV�RI�SXEOLF�GROODUV�XVHG�WR�
VXSSRUW�WKH�SURJUDP�EHQHÀW�D�VPDOO�KDQGIXO�
RI�WKH�ODUJHVW�FURS�RSHUDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�

)RU�H[DPSOH�
��,Q����������RSHUDWLRQV�UHFHLYHG�

RYHU����PLOOLRQ�HDFK�LQ�SUHPLXP�VXEVL�
GLHV�LQ�WKH�8�6��³�HDFK�LQVXULQJ�IURP�
�������DFUHV�WR�RYHU��������DFUHV�

��,Q�������IHZHU�WKDQ�������8�6��IDUP�
RSHUDWLRQV�³�OHVV�WKDQ�RQH�TXDUWHU�RI���
SHUFHQW�RI�DOO�8�6��IDUPV�³�UHFHLYHG�LQ�
WRWDO�PRUH�WKDQ����ELOOLRQ�IURP�WKH�8�6��
WD[SD\HU��7KHVH�RSHUDWLRQV�HDFK�DYHU�
DJHG����������LQ�VXEVLGLHV�IRU�IHGHUDO�
FURS�LQVXUDQFH�LQ�D�\HDU�RI�ZLGHVSUHDG�

DJULFXOWXUDO�SURVSHULW\��
��7KH�WRS����SHUFHQW�RI�FURS�LQVXU�

DQFH�VXEVLG\�UHFLSLHQWV�UHSUHVHQW�MXVW�
����SHUFHQW�RI�$PHULFD·V�IDUPHUV��EXW�LQ�
�����WKH\�WRRN�LQ�PRUH�WKDQ�KDOI�RI�DOO�
SUHPLXP�VXEVLGLHV�SDLG�RXW�RI�WKH�SXEOLF�
WUHDVXU\³D�ZKRSSLQJ����ELOOLRQ��7KHVH�
�������IDUPV��PD[LPL]LQJ�WKH�SURGXF�
WLRQ�RI�D�IHZ�IDYRUHG�FRPPRGLW\�FURSV�
KLJKO\�VXEVLGL]HG�E\�8�6��IDUP�SROLF\��
HDFK�UHFHLYHG�DQ�DYHUDJH�RI���������LQ�
FURS�LQVXUDQFH�SUHPLXP�VXEVLGLHV�WKDW�
\HDU��ZKLOH�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�IDUPHUV�ZKR�
KDYH�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�UHFHLYHG�DQ�DYHUDJH�
RI��������HDFK�

7KH�0LQQHVRWD�([DPSOH
0LQQHVRWD�LV�D�PDMRU�XVHU�RI�FURS�LQVXU�

DQFH�SUHPLXP�VXEVLGLHV³IRU�WKH�SHULRG�
FRYHULQJ������WR�������WKH�VWDWH�UDQNHG�
IRXUWK�QDWLRQDOO\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�GROODU�DPRXQWV�
RI�SUHPLXP�VXEVLGLHV�SURYLGHG��7KH�VWDWH�LV�
KRPH�WR�WZR�RSHUDWLRQV�WKDW�LQ������HDFK�UH�
FHLYHG�RYHU����PLOOLRQ�LQ�LQVXUDQFH�SUHPLXP�
VXEVLGLHV��DQG�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�VHYHQ�WKDW�HDFK�
UHFHLYHG�PRUH�WKDQ����������LQ�SUHPLXP�
VXEVLGLHV�WKDW�\HDU�

7KH�WRS����SHUFHQW�RI�VXEVLG\�UHFLSLHQWV�

UHSUHVHQW�MXVW�����SHUFHQW�RI�0LQQHVRWD·V�
IDUPV��EXW�LQ������WKH\�WRRN�LQ����SHUFHQW�RI�
DOO�WD[SD\HU�IXQGHG�SUHPLXP�VXEVLGLHV�SDLG�
LQ�0LQQHVRWD��IRU�D�WRWDO�RI�PRUH�WKDQ������
PLOOLRQ��

7KH�PDVVLYH�DPRXQW�RI�SXEOLF�IXQGV�
EHLQJ�FKDQQHOHG�WR�WKH�QDWLRQ·V�ODUJHVW�FURS�
SURGXFHUV�YLD�WKH�LQVXUDQFH�SURJUDP�KDV�IX�
HOHG�DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�RI�ODQG�
DQG�ZHDOWK�LQ�UXUDO�FRPPXQLWLHV�WKURXJKRXW�
0LQQHVRWD�DQG�DFURVV�WKH�0LGZHVW��7KH�
ODWHVW�8�6��&HQVXV�RI�$JULFXOWXUH�IRXQG�
WKDW�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
IDUPV�LQ�WKH�8�6��GURSSHG�����SHUFHQW�ZKLOH�
WKH�DYHUDJH�VL]H�RI�IDUPV�URVH�����SHUFHQW��

7KH�&HQVXV�IRXQG�WKDW�LQ�0LQ�
QHVRWD��IRU�H[DPSOH��D�VKRUW�WHUP�
WUHQG�RI�LQFUHDVHG�IDUP�QXPEHUV�
KDV�EHHQ�UHYHUVHG��7KH�RQO\�VL]H�
FDWHJRU\�RI�0LQQHVRWD�IDUPV�WKDW�
LQFUHDVHG�IURP������WR������ZDV�
WKH�RQH�FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�RSHUDWLRQV�
RYHU�������DFUHV�LQ�VL]H³WKHLU�
QXPEHUV�MXPSHG�E\����SHUFHQW�

Fueling Poor Stewardship
)HGHUDOO\�VXEVLGL]HG�FURS�LQ�

VXUDQFH�SURPRWHV�D�QDUURZ�UDQJH�
RI�DJULFXOWXUDO�SURGXFWLRQ³�RQH�
WKDW�LV�GRPLQDWHG�LQ�WKH�8SSHU�
0LGZHVW�E\�PRQRFXOWXUHV�RI�FRUQ�
DQG�VR\EHDQV��1DWLRQDOO\�LQ�������
FRUQ��VR\EHDQV�DQG�ZKHDW�PDGH�
XS����SHUFHQW�RI�SROLFLHV�VROG�DQG�
���SHUFHQW�RI�SUHPLXP�VXEVLGLHV�
ZHQW�WR�WKRVH�FURSV��

$QG�EHFDXVH�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�IDYRUV�WKH�
SURGXFWLRQ�RI�D�IHZ�PRQRFURSV��LQ�HIIHFW�
IHGHUDO�WD[�GROODUV�DUH�IXQGLQJ�SUDFWLFHV�WKDW�
FDXVH�PDMRU�HQYLURQPHQWDO�SUREOHPV�RQ�WKH�
ODQG�DQG�LQ�RXU�ZDWHU��$V�QDWLRQDO�VWXGLHV�
VKRZ��LQFUHDVHG�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�VXEVLGLHV�HQ�
FRXUDJH�WKH�IDUPLQJ�RI�PDUJLQDO�ODQG³DFUHV�
WRR�HURVLYH��ZHW�RU�RWKHUZLVH�IUDJLOH�WR�UDLVH�
D�JRRG�FURS�RQ��%\�JXDUDQWHHLQJ�LQFRPH�
QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW�WKRVH�DFUHV�\LHOG��WKHUH�LV�
QR�ORQJHU�DQ�HFRQRPLF�EUDNH�RQ�SORZLQJ�
XS�WKRVH�DFUHV��7KH�86'$·V�(FRQRPLF�
5HVHDUFK�6HUYLFH�VWXGLHG�ODQG�XVH�FKDQJHV�
DIWHU�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�DGGHG�UHYHQXH�DVVXU�
DQFH�DQG�LQFUHDVHG�SUHPLXP�VXEVLGLHV�IRU�
FURS�LQVXUDQFH�LQ�WKH�����V��,W�IRXQG�LQVXU�
DQFH�SURJUDP�FKDQJHV�LQFUHDVHG�FURSODQG�
LQ�SURGXFWLRQ�E\�DQ�HVWLPDWHG���SHUFHQW�LQ�
�����DORQH��DQG�PXFK�RI�WKDW�FDPH�RQ�PDU�
JLQDO�ODQG��:KLOH����SHUFHQW�RI�DOO�FXOWLYDWHG�
FURSODQG�ZDV�FODVVLÀHG�DV�KLJKO\�HURGLEOH�LQ�
���������SHUFHQW�RI�DFUHDJH�SXW�LQWR�SURGXF�
WLRQ�DIWHU�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�ZDV�FKDQJHG�ZDV�
KLJKO\�HURGLEOH�ODQG��FRQFOXGHG�WKH�86'$�

)DUPHUV�LQWHUYLHZHG�E\�/63�GHVFULEHG�

(YHQ�ZKHQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SROLFLHV�VROG�ZHQW�GRZQ��WD[�IXQGHG�
administrative reimbursements to insurance companies increased.

���������
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…Insurance, from page 11

‘Crop Insurance: How a Safety Net 
Became a Farm Policy Disaster’ 

1) Crop Insurance—The Corporate Connection

2) Crop Insurance Ensures the Big Get Bigger

3) How Crop Insurance Hurts the Next             

    Generation of Farmers

7R�UHDG�DOO�RI�WKHVH�ZKLWH�SDSHUV�DQG�IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
RQ�WKH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW·V�SURSRVDOV�IRU�UHIRUPLQJ�
FURS� LQVXUDQFH�� VHH�ZZZ�ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�
RUJDQL]LQJIRUFKDQJH�FURSLQVXUDQFH��0RUH� LQIRUPDWLRQ�
LV� DOVR� DYDLODEOH� E\� FRQWDFWLQJ�0DUN� 6FKXOW]�� /DQG�
6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�3ROLF\�3URJUDP�'LUHFWRU��DW���������
�����RU�PDUNV#ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�

Source:�(QYLURQPHQWDO�:RUNLQJ�*URXS��(:*�)DUP�6XEVLGLHV�����

Top 10 Minn. Recipients of Crop Insurance Premium Subsidies, 2011

VLWXDWLRQV�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV�ZKHUH�HYHU\�WLPH�
WKH\�GURYH�WKURXJK�WKHLU�FRPPXQLW\��WKH\�
ZRXOG�QRWLFH�DQRWKHU�IDUPVWHDG�WKDW�KDG�
EHHQ�EXOOGR]HG�DQG�SODQW�
HG�WR�FRUQ�DQG�VR\EHDQV��
´7KH\�KDG�WDNHQ�RXW�WKH�
EXOOGR]HUV�DQG�GR]HG�WKH�
KRPHVWHDG��WUHHV��ZHW�
ODQGV�DQG�SODQWHG�RYHU�
LW��2QH�DIWHU�WKH�RWKHU�µ�
VD\V�FHQWUDO�0LQQHVRWD�
GDLU\�IDUPHU�/RUHWWD�-DXV��
´7KDW·V�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�
WR�WKLV�IDUP�GRZQ�WKH�
URDG³GR]HG��$QG�\HDK��
WKDW·V�KDYLQJ�DQ�LPSDFW�RQ�
0DLQ�6WUHHW�EXVLQHVVHV��RQ�
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�RXU�QHLJK�
ERUV³LW·V�KDYLQJ�D�ELJ�
LPSDFW�µ

Blocking Beginners
3HUKDSV�WKH�ELJJHVW�

LURQ\�RI�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�
LV�WKDW�LW�LV�XVLQJ�SXEOLF�
IXQGV�WR�WKH�GHWULPHQW�
RI�D�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�WKH�
IHGHUDO�JRYHUQPHQW�FODLPV�
LW�ZDQWV�WR�VXSSRUW��EHJLQ�
QLQJ�IDUPHUV��,W�GRHV�WKLV�LQ�D�FRXSOH�RI�
ZD\V��ÀUVW�E\�LQÁDWLQJ�ODQG�SULFHV�DQG�FDVK�
UHQWDO�UDWHV�WR�WKH�SRLQW�ZKHUH�EHJLQQLQJ�
IDUPHUV�ZLWK�OLPLWHG�ÀQDQFLDO�UHVRXUFHV�
DUH�SULFHG�RXW�RI�WKH�PDUNHW��6HFRQGO\��WKH�
FXUUHQW�´\LHOG�KLVWRU\µ�VWUXFWXUH�RI�FURS�
LQVXUDQFH�FDXVHV�OHQGHUV�WR�YLHZ�EHJLQ�
QLQJ�IDUPHUV��ZKR�RIWHQ�ODFN�DQ�H[WHQVLYH�
FURS�\LHOG�KLVWRU\��DV�´KLJK�ULVN�SURGXFHUV�µ�
OLPLWLQJ�WKHLU�DFFHVV�WR�FDSLWDO��6WXGLHV�DQG�
VXUYH\V�VKRZ�WKDW�ODFN�RI�DFFHVV�WR�ODQG�DQG�
FDSLWDO�DUH�WKH�WZR�ELJJHVW�EDUULHUV�WR�JHWWLQJ�
VWDUWHG�LQ�IDUPLQJ�

$V�SDUW�RI�LWV�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RI�FURS�LQVXU�
DQFH��/63�FRQGXFWHG�LQ�GHSWK�LQWHUYLHZV�
ZLWK�EHJLQQLQJ�DQG�HVWDEOLVKHG�IDUPHUV�IURP�
DFURVV�0LQQHVRWD��7KHVH�IDUPHUV�YHULÀHG�
WKDW�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�SOD\V�D�PDMRU�UROH�LQ�
OLPLWLQJ�DFFHVV�WR�ODQG�DQG�FDSLWDO��ZKLFK�
LV�WKUHDWHQLQJ�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�UXUDO�FRPPXQL�
WLHV�DV�FURSSLQJ�RSHUDWLRQV�EHFRPH�ODUJHU�
DQG�IHZHU��DQG�WKH�DYHUDJH�DJH�RI�WKH�8�6��
IDUPHU�FUHHSV�WRZDUG�WKH�VL[�GHFDGH�PDUN�

´,W�IHHOV�OLNH�ODQG�SULFHV�DUH�SXVKLQJ�
IDUPODQG�RZQHUVKLS�IRU�XV�ULJKW�RXW�RI�
UDQJH��,I�LW·V�GRLQJ�WKDW�IRU�XV��LW·V�GRLQJ�LW�
IRU�D�ZKROH�ORW�RI�RWKHU�SHRSOH�µ�VD\V�0LQ�

QHVRWD�EHJLQQLQJ�IDUPHU�3DXOD�)RUHPDQ�
:KLOH�IDUPODQG�SULFHV�KDYH�DOZD\V�ÁXF�

WXDWHG�RQ�DQ�KLVWRULFDO�EDVLV��WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH�
KDV�PDUNHG�DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�LQÁDWLRQDU\�
UXQ��5HVHDUFK�E\�DJULFXOWXUDO�HFRQRPLVW�

6WHYHQ�7DII�VKRZV�WKDW�LQ�0LQQHVRWD�IDUP�
ODQG�SULFHV�LQFUHDVHG�E\����SHUFHQW�LQ�������
���SHUFHQW�LQ����������SHUFHQW�LQ����������
SHUFHQW�LQ������DQG�����SHUFHQW�LQ�������

3DUW�RI�WKLV�LQÁDWLRQDU\�WUHQG�FDQ�EH�DW�
WULEXWHG�WR�\HDUV�ZKHQ�SULFHV�IRU�FURSV�VXFK�
DV�FRUQ�UHDFKHG�UHFRUG�KLJKV��+RZHYHU��VDOH�
SULFHV�DQG�FDVK�UHQWDO�UDWHV�KDYH�ULVHQ�HYHQ�
LQ�\HDUV�ZKHQ�FURS�SULFHV�ZHUH�
ÁDW��D�UHVXOW�RI�ODUJH�FURSSLQJ�
RSHUDWLRQV�NQRZLQJ�WKH\�DUH�
JXDUDQWHHG�VLJQLÀFDQW�FURS�
LQVXUDQFH�EHQHÀWV��QR�PDWWHU�
ZKDW�WKH�HOHYDWRU�LV�SD\LQJ�RU�
ZKDW�\LHOGV�WKH\�SURGXFH��

,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�FURS�
LQVXUDQFH�SURJUDP�GRHV�QRW�
OLPLW�KRZ�PXFK�DQ\�LQGLYLGXDO�
IDUPHU�FDQ�UHFHLYH�HLWKHU�LQ�LQ�
GHPQLW\�SD\PHQWV�RU�SUHPLXP�
VXEVLGLHV��:LWK�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�
LQVXUH�\LHOG�DQG�UHYHQXH�RQ�
HYHQ�PDUJLQDO�IDUPODQG��ODUJH�
FURSSLQJ�RSHUDWLRQV�KDYH�DW�
WKHLU�GLVSRVDO�D�PDVVLYH�DPRXQW�
RI�FDVK��ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�XVHG�WR�
RXWELG�VPDOOHU�IDUPHUV�ZKHQ�

SXUFKDVLQJ�DQG�UHQWLQJ�ODQG�
´$�ORW�RI�WKRVH�JX\V�ZKR�DUH�UXQQLQJ�D�ORW�

RI�ODQG��WKH\�NQRZ«WKDW�ZRUVW�FDVH�VFHQDULR�
LV�WKH\·UH�JRLQJ�WR�ZDON�DZD\�ZLWK�DW�OHDVW�D�
IHZ�EXFNV�DQ�DFUH�LQ�WKHLU�SRFNHW��7KDW·V�LI�
DOO�HOVH�IDLOV�DQG�WKH\�QHYHU�HYHQ�VWDUW�WKHLU�
FRPELQHV�LQ�WKH�IDOO��WKH\·UH�JRLQJ�WR�ZDON�
DZD\�ZLWK�WKDW�µ�VD\V�-RQ�-RYDDJ��D�EHJLQ�
QLQJ�IDUPHU�LQ�VRXWKHUQ�0LQQHVRWD��´6R�WKH\�
GULYH�WKDW�SULFH�XS�WR�ZKHUH�WKH\�FDQ�VWLOO�

FOHDU�D�OLWWOH�SURÀW��DQG�WKHQ�LI�WKLQJV�
JR�ZHOO�WKH\·OO�PDNH�D�KXJH�DPRXQW��
,�GRQ·W�HYHQ�JR�WR�WKH�ODQG�DXFWLRQV�
EHFDXVH�,�NQRZ�LW·V�JRLQJ�WR�EH�
�������SHU�DFUH��XS�WR�D�ORW�PRUH�µ�

'DUZ\Q�%DFK��WKH�VRXWKZHVW�
HUQ�0LQQHVRWD�IDUPHU��KDV�RYHU�D�
TXDUWHU�FHQWXU\�RI�FURSSLQJ�KLVWRU\��
DQG�EHQHÀWV�IURP�WKH�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�
SURJUDP��%XW�KH�LV�WURXEOHG�E\�WKH�
IDFW�WKDW�LW�KDV�WUDQVIRUPHG�IURP�
D�VDIHW\�QHW�LQWR�D�PHFKDQLVP�IRU�
FRQFHQWUDWLQJ�ODQG�RZQHUVKLS�ZKLOH�
ORFNLQJ�LQQRYDWLYH�EHJLQQLQJ�IDUP�
HUV�RXW�RI�WKH�EXVLQHVV��

´)RU�VRPHRQH�ZLWKRXW�D�FRQ�
QHFWLRQ��WU\LQJ�WR�FRPH�LQ�LV�QH[W�
WR�LPSRVVLEOH�µ�VD\V�%DFK��´$QG�
SDUW�RI�WKDW�LV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�FURS�
LQVXUDQFH��,I�VRPHRQH�LV�FRPLQJ�LQ�
ZLWKRXW�DQ\�KLVWRU\�RU�FRQQHFWLRQ�
WKDW�DOORZV�KLP�RU�KHU�WR�XVH�D�\LHOG�
KLVWRU\��WKH\·UH�VWDUWLQJ�DW�D�PXFK�
ORZHU�OHYHO�RI�FRYHUDJH��,W·V�PXFK�
PRUH�ULVN\�IRU�WKHP�µ�S

See the commentary on page 3 for 

more information on LSP’s “Crop In-
surance: How a Safety Net Became 
a Farm Policy Disaster” initiative. 

LSP has also developed an outline 

of principles for reforming the crop 

insurance program (see page 13).



 

The Land Stewardship Letter No. 4, 2014
13

LSP’s Principles for Reforming Federally Subsidized Crop Insurance

TKH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�
EHOLHYHV�WKDW�RXU�KHDOWK�DQG�WKH�
KHDOWK�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLWLHV�DUH�

GLUHFWO\�FRQQHFWHG�WR�WKH�KHDOWK�RI�RXU�ODQG�
DQG�WKH�IRRG�LW�SURGXFHV��:H�EHOLHYH�WKDW�
SXEOLF�SROLF\�DQG�SXEOLF�UHVRXUFHV�VKRXOG�
VXSSRUW�WKH�ORQJ�WHUP�VWHZDUGVKLS�RI�RXU�QD�
WLRQ·V�IDUPODQGV��KHOS�IDPLO\�IDUPV�DQG�UXUDO�
FRPPXQLWLHV�WKULYH��DQG�PRYH�XV�DOO��UXUDO�
DQG�XUEDQ��WRZDUG�D�VXVWDLQDEOH�IRRG�DQG�
DJULFXOWXUH�V\VWHP��0DNLQJ�WKHVH�ZLGHO\�
VKDUHG�YDOXHV�UHDO�LQ�RXU�FRXQWU\�ZLOO�UHTXLUH�
VLJQLÀFDQW�UHIRUP�WR�RXU�FXUUHQW�DJULFXOWXUDO�
V\VWHP�DQG�WKH�SXEOLF��DQG�FRUSRUDWH��SROL�
FLHV�WKDW�VXSSRUW�DQG�GULYH�LW�

:KHQ�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�FXUUHQW�V\VWHP�RI�
IHGHUDOO\�VXEVLGL]HG�FURS�LQVXUDQFH��LW�LV�
FOHDU�WKDW�PDMRU�UHIRUP�LV�QHHGHG��$V�/63·V�
WKUHH�UHFHQW�ZKLWH�SDSHUV��pages 10-12��GRF�
XPHQW��WKH�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�V\VWHP�LV�HLWKHU�
EURNHQ��RU�ZRUVH��PDQLSXODWHG�WR�EHQHÀW�WKH�
IHZ�RYHU�WKH�PDQ\��DQG�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�DOO�
RXW�H[SORLWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ODQG�DW�WKH�H[SHQVH�RI�
JRRG�ODQG�VWHZDUGVKLS��

2YHU�WKH�QH[W�ÀYH�\HDUV��DV�/63�ZRUNV�
ZLWK�DOOLHV�WR�ZLQ�PDMRU�UHIRUP�WR�WKH�FURS�
LQVXUDQFH�V\VWHP��WKHVH�DUH�WKH�SULQFLSOHV�
WKDW�ZLOO�JXLGH�RXU�ZRUN�

£�Major reform can and should be 
achieved.�:H�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�SXEOLF�
LQWHUHVW�LV�RYHUZKHOPLQJO\�RQ�WKH�VLGH�RI�
PDMRU�UHIRUP��ZKLOH�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�ELJ�
DJULEXVLQHVV�DQG�WKH�FRXQWU\·V�ODUJHVW�
FURS�RSHUDWLRQV�VWDQG�DJDLQVW�LW��:KHQ�
ZH�RUJDQL]H�IRU�FKDQJH��SHRSOH�FDQ�VWLOO�
PDNH�D�GLIIHUHQFH�LQ�RXU�FRXQWU\��7KHUH�
LV�QRWKLQJ�LQHYLWDEOH�RU�XQFKDQJHDEOH�
DERXW�WKH�FXUUHQW�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�V\VWHP�

£�Reform should improve the broad 
public good, including the long-term 
health and fertility of America’s farm-
lands��([SHQGLWXUHV�IURP�WKH�SXEOLF�
WUHDVXU\�IRU�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�H[FHHGHG�
����ELOOLRQ�IURP������WR������DORQH��
3UXGHQFH�DQG�LQWHJULW\�UHTXLUH�WKDW�
VXFK�KXJH�VXPV�EH�VSHQW�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�
VWUHQJWKHQ�DQG�VXSSRUW�DOO�$PHULFDQ�
IDUPHUV��WKH�FRPPXQLWLHV�WKDW�VXUURXQG�
DQG�VXSSRUW�WKHP��DQG�WKH�ODQG�LWVHOI�

£ Reforms should be shaped by the 
people directly affected��-XVW�EHFDXVH�
WKH�FXUUHQW�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�V\VWHP�KDV�
EHHQ�WDNHQ�RYHU�E\�LQVXUDQFH�FRUSRUD�
WLRQV�DQG�WKH�ODUJHVW�FURS�RSHUDWLRQV��
GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�RQO\�WKHLU�YRLFHV�FRXQW��
)HGHUDO�IDUP�SROLF\��DQG�WKH�SXEOLF�
PRQH\�VSHQW�RQ�LW��DIIHFWV�HYHU\RQH��:H�
DOO�KDYH�D�YRLFH�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�EULQJ�
LQJ�DERXW�UHIRUP�

)ROORZLQJ�WKHVH�SULQFLSOHV��/63�EHOLHYHV�
FURS�LQVXUDQFH�SROLF\�VKRXOG�EH�UHIRUPHG�
XQGHU�WKUHH�PDMRU�DUHDV�

1. Make it a True Risk 
Management Program

&URS�LQVXUDQFH�PXVW�EH�UHWXUQHG�WR�LWV�
URRWV�DV�D�FRVW�HIIHFWLYH�ULVN�PDQDJHPHQW�
VWUDWHJ\�IRU�DOO�RI�$PHULFD·V�IDUPHUV�WR�SUR�
WHFW�WKHPVHOYHV�DJDLQVW�D�EDG�\HDU��)HGHUDOO\�
VXEVLGL]HG�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�PXVW�EH�DYDLODEOH�
WR�DOO�IDUPHUV�DQG�DOO�FURSV��,W�PXVW�VWRS�
IDYRULQJ�PRQRFXOWXUDO�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�D�KDQG�
IXO�RI�FURSV��ZKLOH�SHQDOL]LQJ�WKH�RSHUDWLRQV�
WKDW�XWLOL]H�GLYHUVH�FURS�URWDWLRQV��FRYHU�
FURSSLQJ��RUJDQLFV�RU�JUDVV�EDVHG�SURGXF�
WLRQ��6XFK�GLYHUVH�V\VWHPV�DUH�WKHPVHOYHV�
H[FHOOHQW�ULVN�PDQDJHPHQW�VWUDWHJLHV�DQG�
VKRXOG�EH�HQFRXUDJHG�E\�WKLV�SURJUDP��

2YHUDOO��WKH�SUHPLXP�VXEVLG\�DPRXQW�
VKRXOG�EH�UHGXFHG�IURP�WKH�FXUUHQW�DYHU�
DJH�RI����SHUFHQW��ZKLFK�LV�H[RUELWDQW��DQG�
VXEVLGLHV�DW�WKH�KLJKHU�SHUFHQWDJHV�VKRXOG�EH�
WLHG�WR�KLJKHU�OHYHOV�RI�FURS�GLYHUVLÀFDWLRQ�
LQ�UHVRXUFH�FRQVHUYLQJ�URWDWLRQV�

:KROH�IDUP�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�VKRXOG�EH�
IXOO\�GHYHORSHG�DQG�IXOO\�UHVRXUFHG��8QOLNH�
FRQYHQWLRQDO�FURS�LQVXUDQFH��ZKROH�IDUP�
LQVXUDQFH�DOORZV�SURGXFHUV�WR�LQVXUH�WKH�
YDOXH�RI�DOO�RI�WKHLU�FURSV��UDWKHU�WKDQ�RQO\�
D�KDQGIXO�RI�´LQVXUDEOHµ�FURSV��7KLV�PDNHV�
WKH�SROLF\�D�SRWHQWLDOO\�XVHIXO�RSWLRQ�IRU�
GLYHUVLÀHG�IDUPV�ZLWK�UHVRXUFH�FRQVHUYLQJ�
FURS�URWDWLRQV��LQWHJUDWHG�JUDLQ�DQG�OLYH�
VWRFN�V\VWHPV��VSHFLDOW\�FURSV�VXFK�DV�IUXLWV�
DQG�YHJHWDEOHV��DQG�RUJDQLF�HQWHUSULVHV��
+RZHYHU��´:KROH�)DUP�5HYHQXH�3URWHF�
WLRQµ�PXVW�EH�PDGH�DFFHVVLEOH�WR�EHJLQQLQJ�
IDUPHUV��XQGHU�WKH�UXOHV��\RX�KDYH�WR�KDYH�
IDUPHG�IRU�VHYHQ�\HDUV�WR�DSSO\�IRU�LW���DQG�
UHTXLUH�KLJKHU�OHYHOV�RI�FURS�GLYHUVLÀFDWLRQ�
WR�UHFHLYH�KLJKHU�SUHPLXP�VXEVLGLHV�

7KH�SURJUDP�VKRXOG�DGGUHVV�WKH�VXLW�
DELOLW\�RI�WKH�ÀHOG�IRU�WKH�FURS�LQVXUHG��XVLQJ�
FRQVHUYDWLRQ�RXWFRPHV�DV�WKH�NH\�PHDVXUH��

&URS�LQVXUDQFH�VKRXOG�OHW�RUJDQLF�IDUPHUV�
LQVXUH�WKHLU�FURSV�DW�RUJDQLF�SULFHV��2UJDQLF�
IDUPHUV�KDYH�ORQJ�IDFHG�D�GLVDGYDQWDJH�
ZKHQ�XWLOL]LQJ�WKH�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�SURJUDP�
³�LI�RUJDQLF�SURGXFHUV�VXIIHUHG�D�ORVV��WKH\�
UHFHLYHG�D�SD\RXW�À[HG�WR�WKH�QRQ�RUJDQLF�
SULFH�IRU�WKHLU�FURS��ZKLFK�LV�JHQHUDOO\�FRQ�
VLGHUDEO\�ORZHU�WKDQ�WKH�RUJDQLF�SULFH��7KH�
�����)DUP�%LOO�GLUHFWHG�86'$�WR�FRPSOHWH�
D�VHULHV�RI�RUJDQLF�SULFH�HOHFWLRQV��VHWWLQJ�
WKH�LQVXUDEOH�RUJDQLF�SULFH�IRU�D�FURS���EXW�
DV�RI�2FWREHU�������86'$�KDV�LVVXHG�SULFH�
HOHFWLRQV�IRU�RQO\����RUJDQLF�FURSV��KDOI�RI�
ZKLFK�DUH�DYDLODEOH�RQO\�RQ�WKH�:HVW�&RDVW��

2. Support, Don’t Impede, a New 
Generation of Farmers

&URS�LQVXUDQFH�VXEVLGLHV�SDLG�IRU�E\�
WKH�SXEOLF�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�VHW�VR�KLJK�WKDW�
WKH�SD\PHQWV�XQGHUZULWH�WKH�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�
WKH�ODUJHVW�FURSSLQJ�RSHUDWLRQV�DQG�GULYH�
XS�ODQG�YDOXHV��3UHPLXP�VXEVLGLHV�RQ�FURS�
DQG�UHYHQXH�LQVXUDQFH�FRYHUDJH�VKRXOG�EH�
SKDVHG�GRZQ�IRU�FURSSLQJ�RSHUDWLRQV�ZLWK�
DGMXVWHG�JURVV�LQFRPH�DERYH�FHUWDLQ�OHYHOV��
VWDUWLQJ�DW�D����SHUFHQW�UHGXFWLRQ�RQ�DG�
MXVWHG�JURVV�LQFRPH�H[FHHGLQJ����PLOOLRQ�
DQG�UHDFKLQJ�����SHUFHQW�RQ�DGMXVWHG�JURVV�
LQFRPH�H[FHHGLQJ������PLOOLRQ��

:KROH�)DUP�5HYHQXH�3URWHFWLRQ�VKRXOG�
EH�PDGH�DYDLODEOH�DQG�DIIRUGDEOH�WR�EHJLQ�
QLQJ�IDUPHUV��+DYLQJ�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�LV�DQ�
LPSRUWDQW�ZD\�IRU�IDUPHUV�WR�VHFXUH�FUHGLW���

3. Stop Using it as a Mechanism 
for Corporate Welfare

$Q�DFFRXQWDEOH�V\VWHP�PXVW�EH�FUHDWHG�
WKDW�VWRSV�VHQGLQJ�WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�
ÀQDQFLDO�EHQHÀWV�RI�IHGHUDOO\�VXEVLGL]HG�
FURS�LQVXUDQFH�WR�WKH�ELJJHVW���SHUFHQW�RI�
$PHULFD·V�IDUPV�DQG�VRPH�RI�WKH�ODUJHVW�
LQVXUDQFH�FRUSRUDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��&XU�
UHQWO\��IDUPHUV��ODQGRZQHUV�DQG�IDUP�LQYHV�
WRUV�ZKR�DUH�HQUROOHG�LQ�WKH�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�
SURJUDP�UHFHLYH�SUHPLXP�VXEVLGLHV�ZLWKRXW�
OLPLW�DQG�UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKHLU�LQFRPH�RU�
DELOLW\�WR�SD\��0HDQZKLOH��WKH�SURÀWV�PDGH�
E\�LQVXUDQFH�FRUSRUDWLRQV�YLD�´UHLPEXUVH�
PHQWVµ�IURP�WKH�SXEOLF�WUHDVXU\��JRYHUQPHQW�
SURWHFWLRQ�IURP�ULVN\�SROLFLHV��DQG�VDOHV�LQ�D�
PDUNHW�KLJKO\�VXEVLGL]HG�E\�SXEOLF�GROODUV��
DUH�LQ�WKH�ELOOLRQV�RI�GROODUV���

$Q�HIIHFWLYH�UHIRUP��SURSRVHG�WKLV�\HDU�
E\�WKH�8�6��*RYHUQPHQW�$FFRXQWDELOLW\�
2IÀFH��*$2���ZRXOG�UHGXFH�WKH�OHYHO�RI�
IHGHUDO�SUHPLXP�VXEVLGLHV�IRU�UHYHQXH�
FURS�LQVXUDQFH�SROLFLHV��7KH�*$2�IRXQG�
WKDW�HYHQ�D�VPDOO�GHFUHDVH�ZRXOG�UHVXOW�LQ�
KXQGUHGV�RI�PLOOLRQV�RI�GROODUV�LQ�EXGJHWDU\�
VDYLQJV�ZLWK�OLPLWHG�FRVWV�WR�IDUPHUV��

:LWK�ELOOLRQV�RI�GROODUV�DW�VWDNH��IHGHU�
DOO\�VXEVLGL]HG�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�PXVW�EH�
WUDQVSDUHQW�WR�EH�DFFRXQWDEOH��7KH�DPRXQW�
RI�UHLPEXUVHPHQWV�UHFHLYHG�E\�HDFK�FURS�
LQVXUDQFH�FRUSRUDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�SXEOLF�WLOO�
VKRXOG�EH�SXEOLFO\�DYDLODEOH��7KH�VDPH�JRHV�
IRU�SURGXFHU�UHFLSLHQWV�RI�SUHPLXP�VXEVLGLHV�
WKDW�DPRXQW�WR�PRUH�WKDQ���������DQQXDOO\�

:H�PXVW�OLPLW�WKH�H[FHVVLYH��GXSOLFDWLYH�
DQG�JXDUDQWHHG�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�FRVW�UHLP�
EXUVHPHQWV�WKDW�DUH�FKDUJHG�E\�FRUSRUDWH�
SURYLGHUV�RI�IHGHUDO�FURS�LQVXUDQFH��6XFK�
H[FHVVLYH�UHLPEXUVHPHQWV�LPSRVH�LQÁDWHG�
FRVWV�RQ�WKH�SXEOLF�LQ�RUGHU�WR�JXDUDQWHH�
FRUSRUDWH�SURÀWV��S
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Time to Sign Up for MNsure
Open Enrollment Deadlines in December, January & February

By Paul Sobocinski

/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�PHPEHUV�
VKRXOG�WDNH�D�ORRN�DW�01VXUH·V��
�ODWHVW�HQUROOPHQW�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�

KHDOWK�LQVXUDQFH�FRYHUDJH��
2YHU�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�\HDUV��/63�KDV�EHHQ�

ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�DOOLHV�DFURVV�0LQQHVRWD�WR�SXW�
SHRSOH��QRW�LQVXUDQFH�FRPSDQ\�SURÀWV��DW�WKH�
FHQWHU�RI�KHDOWKFDUH�UHIRUP�LQ�RXU�VWDWH��$V�
D�UHVXOW��GXULQJ�WKH������OHJLVODWLYH�VHVVLRQ��
0LQQHVRWD�SXW�WRJHWKHU�D�KHDOWK�LQVXUDQFH�
H[FKDQJH�FDOOHG�´01VXUH�µ�01VXUH�RIIHUV�
VRPH�RI�WKH�ORZHVW�SUHPLXPV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��
H[SDQGHG�DQG�LPSURYHG�0HGLFDLG�DQG�0LQ�
QHVRWD&DUH�SURJUDPV��DQG�LV�HPSRZHUHG�WR�
KROG�LQVXUDQFH�FRPSDQLHV�DFFRXQWDEOH��0RVW�
SHRSOH�LQ�0LQQHVRWD�ZKR�GRQ·W�KDYH�KHDOWK�
LQVXUDQFH�RU�DUH�SXUFKDVLQJ�KHDOWK�LQVXU�
DQFH�RQ�WKH�SULYDWH�PDUNHW�ZLOO�EH�EHWWHU�RII�
EHFDXVH�RI�01VXUH�

)RU�IDUPHUV��WKH�VHOI�HPSOR\HG��DQG�
SHRSOH�ZKR�DUHQ·W�RIIHUHG�LQVXUDQFH�WKURXJK�
WKHLU�MREV��01VXUH�ZLOO�OLNHO\�RIIHU�PRUH�
DIIRUGDEOH��KLJKHU�TXDOLW\�FRYHUDJH�WKDQ�LV�
FXUUHQWO\�DYDLODEOH�RQ�WKH�SULYDWH�PDUNHW��$W�

LWV�PRVW�EDVLF�OHYHO��01VXUH�PDNHV�LQVXU�
DQFH�FRPSDQLHV�JLYH�SHRSOH�EHWWHU��FOHDUHU�
DQG�IDLUHU�FKRLFHV�IRU�SXUFKDVLQJ�KHDOWK�
LQVXUDQFH�DQG�ZLOO�RIIHU�VXEVLGLHV�RU�SXEOLF�
KHDOWK�LQVXUDQFH�SURJUDPV�WR�PDNH�WKH�FRVW�
RI�WKH�LQVXUDQFH�PRUH�DIIRUGDEOH��

/63�EHOLHYHV�01VXUH�LV�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�VWHS�
WKDW�FDQ�KHOS�PRYH�XV�WRZDUG�D�KHDOWKFDUH�
V\VWHP�LQ�ZKLFK�HYHU\RQH�LV�LQ�DQG�QR�RQH�

LV�RXW��,QVXUDQFH�FRPSDQLHV�FDQ�QR�ORQJHU�
GHQ\�FRYHUDJH�IRU�SUH�H[LVWLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV��
QRU�DUH�WKH\�DOORZHG�WR�FKDUJH�KLJKHU�UDWHV�
IRU�SUH�H[LVWLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV��,QVXUDQFH�SODQV�
PXVW�LQFOXGH�FRYHUDJH�IRU�D�VHW�RI�EDVLF�
EHQHÀWV��LQFOXGLQJ�SUHYHQWDWLYH�FDUH��PHQWDO�
LOOQHVV��PDWHUQLW\�FDUH�DQG�KRVSLWDOL]DWLRQ�

$Q�LQGLYLGXDO�0LQQHVRWDQ·V�HOLJLELOLW\�
IRU�SXEOLF�SURJUDPV�DQG�VXEVLGLHV�WR�PDNH�
FRYHUDJH�PRUH�DIIRUGDEOH�ZLOO�GHSHQG�RQ�
LQFRPH��see chart on page 15���PHDQLQJ�QR�
PRUH�DVVHW�WHVWV�WR�TXDOLI\�IRU�0HGLFDLG�RU�
0LQQHVRWD&DUH�

7R�KDYH�LQVXUDQFH�FRYHUDJH�EHJLQ�E\�-DQ��
���SHRSOH�PXVW�HQUROO�LQ�01VXUH�E\�'HF������
)RU�VHFXULQJ�FRYHUDJH�E\�)HE�����HQUROO�
PHQW�PXVW�EH�FRPSOHWHG�E\�-DQ������DQG�IRU��
FRYHUDJH�VWDUWLQJ�0DUFK����HQUROOPHQW�PXVW�
EH�FRPSOHWHG�E\�)HE�����

/63�PHPEHUV�5LFKDUG�+DQGHHQ�DQG�
$XGUH\�$UQHU��ZKR�IDUP�QHDU�0RQWHYLGHR�
LQ�ZHVWHUQ�0LQQHVRWD��IRXQG�PRUH�DIIRUG�
DEOH�KHDOWKFDUH�LQVXUDQFH�FRYHUDJH�WKURXJK�
01VXUH�LQ������WKDW�UHDOO\�PDGH�D�GLIIHU�
HQFH�LQ�WKHLU�OLYHV��+DQGHHQ�ZDV�IHDWXUHG�RQ�
WKH�01VXUH�ZHEVLWH�LQ�ODWH�2FWREHU�ZLWK�KLV�
VWRU\�RI�KRZ�WKH�SURJUDP�KDV�DOUHDG\�PDGH�
D�SRWHQWLDOO\�OLIHVDYLQJ�GLIIHUHQFH�IRU�KLP��$�
OLQN�WR�+DQGHHQ·V�YLGHR�DQG�PRUH�LQIRUPD�
WLRQ�RQ�01VXUH�HQUROOPHQW�DUH�DYDLODEOH�RQ�
/63·V�Affordable Healthcare for All�ZHE�
SDJH��ZZZ�ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ��S

Paul Sobocinski is a healthcare organizer 

for the Land Stewardship Project.

MNsure Enrollment Information
7R�KDYH�LQVXUDQFH�FRYHUDJH�EHJLQ�E\�-DQ�����

SHRSOH�PXVW�HQUROO�LQ�01VXUH�E\�'HF������)RU�
VHFXULQJ�FRYHUDJH�E\�)HE�����HQUROOPHQW�PXVW�
EH� FRPSOHWHG� E\� -DQ�� ���� DQG� IRU� � FRYHUDJH�
VWDUWLQJ�0DUFK����HQUROOPHQW�PXVW�EH�FRPSOHWHG�
E\�)HE�����

&KHFN�RXW�WKH�FKDUW�RQ�SDJH����IRU�D�TXLFN��
DVVHVVPHQW�RI�WKH�NLQG�RI�KHDOWK�FRYHUDJH�
DYDLODEOH� WKURXJK�01VXUH�� (QUROOPHQWV� FDQ�
EH�PDGH� WKURXJK� WKH�01VXUH�ZHEVLWH��ZZZ��
PQVXUH�RUJ��,I�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�DVVLVWDQFH�ÀQGLQJ�
D� QDYLJDWRU� IRU�01VXUH� LQ� \RXU� DUHD�� FRQWDFW�
/63� KHDOWKFDUH� RUJDQL]HU� 3DXO� 6RERFLQVNL� DW�
�������������RU�VRERSDXO#UHGUHG�FRP�

Making Their Voices Heard on Corporate Control
/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�PHPEHUV�

JDWKHUHG�LQ�WKH�VRXWKHDVWHUQ�0LQ�
QHVRWD�FRPPXQLW\�RI�3ODLQYLHZ�LQ�1R�
YHPEHU�WR�GLVFXVV�KRZ�FRUSRUDWH�FRQWURO�
LV�QHJDWLYHO\�DIIHFWLQJ�UXUDO�FRPPXQLWLHV��
0HHWLQJ�SDUWLFLSDQWV�WDONHG�DERXW�ZD\V�
WR�ÀJKW�WKH�SXVK�IRU�IUDF�VDQG�PLQLQJ�LQ�
WKH�UHJLRQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�KRZ�WR�GHIHDW�HI�
IRUWV�WR�LPSOHPHQW�IDVW�WUDFN�DSSURYDO�RI�
FRUSRUDWH�EDFNHG�WUDGH�DJUHHPHQWV�OLNH�
WKH�7UDQV�3DFLÀF�3DUWQHUVKLS�

´:H·UH� FLWL]HQV³ZH� KDYH� D� ORW� RI�
SRZHU�µ�/63�PHPEHU�9LQFH�5HDG\�WROG�
WKH�PHHWLQJ�SDUWLFLSDQWV��´,·P�D�FLWL]HQ�
ZKR·V�QRW�JRLQJ�DZD\��DQG�P\�QHLJKERUV�
DUHQ·W�JRLQJ�DZD\�HLWKHU�µ

)RU� PRUH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� RQ� /63·V�
ZRUN� UHODWHG� WR� WKHVH� LVVXHV�� FRQWDFW�
%REE\�.LQJ�DW���������������ENLQJ#
ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�� RU� VHH� WKH�
Organizing for Change VHFWLRQ�DW�ZZZ�
ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ���LSP Photo�
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,I�\RX�KDYH�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�\RXU�VLWXDWLRQ�RU�QHHG�KHOS�FRQQHFWLQJ�ZLWK�DQ�LQVXUDQFH�H[FKDQJH�QDYLJDWRU�IRU�\RXU�DUHD��
FRQWDFW�/63�KHDOWKFDUH�RUJDQL]HU�3DXO�6RERFLQVNL�DW��������������RU�VRERSDXO#UHGUHG�FRP�

What Kind of Health Coverage Can You Get from MNsure?
8VH�WKLV�FKDUW�GHYHORSHG�E\�7DNH$FWLRQ�0LQQHVRWD�WR�JHW�D�TXLFN�VHQVH�RI�ZKDW�NLQG�RI�KHDOWK�FRYHUDJH�LV�DYDLODEOH�WKURXJK�01VXUH��DQG�

ZKDW�\RXU�H[SHFWHG�PRQWKO\�FRVW��SUHPLXP��PLJKW�EH��QRWH��´)3/µ�LV�VKRUW�IRU�´)HGHUDO�3RYHUW\�/HYHOµ���,I�\RX�KDYH�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�\RXU�
VLWXDWLRQ�RU�QHHG�KHOS�FRQQHFWLQJ�ZLWK�DQ�LQVXUDQFH�H[FKDQJH�QDYLJDWRU�IRU�\RXU�DUHD��FRQWDFW�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�KHDOWKFDUH�RUJDQL]HU�3DXO�
6RERFLQVNL�DW��������������RU�VRERSDXO#UHGUHG�FRP��7R�HQUROO�LQ�01VXUH��VHH�www.mnsure.org�

No. 4, 2014
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Farm Beginnings

LSP’s Farm Beginnings Course 
Accepting Applications for 2015-2016

TKH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW·V�
)DUP�%HJLQQLQJV�FRXUVH�LV�DFFHSW�
LQJ�DSSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�LWV�����������

FODVV�VHVVLRQ��
,Q�������/63·V�)DUP�%HJLQQLQJV�SUR�

JUDP�LV�PDUNLQJ�LWV���WK��\HDU�RI�SURYLGLQJ�
ÀUVWKDQG�WUDLQLQJ�LQ�ORZ�FRVW��VXVWDLQDEOH�
PHWKRGV�RI�IDUPLQJ��7KH�FRXUVH�LV�GHVLJQHG�
IRU�SHRSOH�RI�DOO�DJHV�MXVW�JHWWLQJ�VWDUWHG�
LQ�IDUPLQJ��DV�ZHOO�DV�HVWDEOLVKHG�IDUPHUV�
ORRNLQJ�WR�PDNH�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKHLU�RSHUDWLRQV��
)DUP�%HJLQQLQJV�SDUWLFLSDQWV�OHDUQ�JRDO�
VHWWLQJ��ÀQDQFLDO�SODQQLQJ��HQWHUSULVH�SODQ�
QLQJ��PDUNHWLQJ�DQG�LQQRYDWLYH�SURGXFWLRQ�
WHFKQLTXHV�

7KLV����PRQWK�WUDLQLQJ�FRXUVH�SURYLGHV�
WUDLQLQJ�DQG�KDQGV�RQ�OHDUQLQJ�RSSRUWXQL�
WLHV�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�FODVVURRP�VHVVLRQV��IDUP�
WRXUV��ÀHOG�GD\V��ZRUNVKRSV�DQG�DFFHVV�WR�DQ�
H[WHQVLYH�IDUPHU�QHWZRUN�

&ODVVHV�DUH�OHG�E\�IDUPHUV�DQG�RWKHU�
DJULFXOWXUDO�SURIHVVLRQDOV�IURP�WKH�DUHD��7KH�

FODVVHV��ZKLFK�PHHW�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�WZLFH�D�
PRQWK�EHJLQQLQJ�LQ�WKH�IDOO��UXQ�XQWLO�0DUFK�
������IROORZHG�E\�DQ�RQ�IDUP�HGXFDWLRQ�
FRPSRQHQW�WKDW�LQFOXGHV�IDUP�WRXUV�DQG�
VNLOOV�VHVVLRQV��

2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��PRUH�WKDQ�����SHRSOH�
KDYH�JUDGXDWHG�IURP�WKH�0LQQHVRWD�UHJLRQ�
)DUP�%HJLQQLQJV�FRXUVH��*UDGXDWHV�DUH�
LQYROYHG�LQ�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�DJULFXOWXUDO�
HQWHUSULVHV��LQFOXGLQJ�JUDVV�EDVHG�OLYHVWRFN��
RUJDQLF�YHJHWDEOHV��&RPPXQLW\�6XSSRUWHG�
$JULFXOWXUH�DQG�VSHFLDOW\�SURGXFWV�

%HVLGHV�0LQQHVRWD�DQG�:LVFRQVLQ��)DUP�
%HJLQQLQJV�FODVVHV�KDYH�EHHQ�KHOG�RYHU�WKH�
\HDUV�LQ�,OOLQRLV��1HEUDVND�DQG�1RUWK�'D�
NRWD��)DUP�%HJLQQLQJV�FRXUVHV�KDYH�UHFHQWO\�
EHHQ�ODXQFKHG�LQ�6RXWK�'DNRWD��0LVVRXUL��
.HQWXFN\��,QGLDQD��1HZ�<RUN�DQG�0DLQH��

7KH�)DUP�%HJLQQLQJV�FODVV�IHH�LV���������
ZKLFK�FRYHUV�RQH�´IDUP�XQLWµ³HLWKHU�RQH�
IDUPHU�RU�WZR�IDUPLQJ�SDUWQHUV�ZKR�DUH�RQ�
WKH�VDPH�IDUP��$������GHSRVLW�LV�UHTXLUHG�

ZLWK�DQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ��DQG�ZLOO�EH�SXW�WRZDUGV�
WKH�ÀQDO�IHH��3D\PHQW�SODQV�DUH�DYDLODEOH��DV�
ZHOO�DV�D�OLPLWHG�QXPEHU�RI�VFKRODUVKLSV�

)RU�DSSOLFDWLRQ�PDWHULDOV�RU�PRUH�LQIRU�
PDWLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�GHWDLOV�RQ�)DUP�%HJLQ�
QLQJV�FRXUVHV�LQ�RWKHU�SDUWV�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\���
VHH�ZZZ�IDUPEHJLQQLQJV�RUJ�RU�FDOO�����
����������S

)DUP�%HJLQQLQJV�JUDGXDWHV�(ULF�DQG�/LVD�.OHLQ�KRVWHG�D�ÀHOG�GD\�WKLV�VXPPHU�VKRZFDVLQJ�OLYHVWRFN�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�GLUHFW�PDUNHWLQJ��
On-farm educational events are a key feature of the Farm Beginnings course.��Photo by Matt Grimley�

TKH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW·V�-RXU�
QH\SHUVRQ�&RXUVH�SURYLGHV�IDUPHUV�

ZKR�DUH�LQ�WKHLU�ÀUVW�IHZ�\HDUV�RI�ODXQFKLQJ�
WKHLU�RSHUDWLRQV�DVVLVWDQFH�WKURXJK�PHQWRU�
VKLS��ÀQDQFLDO�SODQQLQJ�DVVLVWDQFH��ZKROH�
IDUP�SODQQLQJ�DQG�SHHU�WR�SHHU�OHDUQLQJ��

3DUWLFLSDQWV�ZRUN�ZLWK�ERWK�D�IDUPHU��
PHQWRU�DQG�D�ÀQDQFLDO�DGYLVHU�RQ�WKHLU�
LQGLYLGXDO�IDUP�SODQQLQJ��(DFK�IDUP�LQ�WKH�
FRXUVH�DOVR�WDNHV�SDUW�LQ�D�PDWFKHG�VDYLQJV�
SURJUDP��ZKHUH�RQ�D�PRQWKO\�EDVLV�SDUWLFL�
SDQWV�ZLOO�GHSRVLW�XS�WR������LQ�D�VDYLQJV�
DFFRXQW��$IWHU�WZR�\HDUV�WKHLU�PRQH\�ZLOO�
EH�PDWFKHG�DQG�WKH\�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�XVH�LW�
WRZDUG�D�FDSLWDO�LPSURYHPHQW�RQ�WKH�IDUP�

7R�DSSO\�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�QH[W�-RXU�
QH\SHUVRQ�VHVVLRQ��FRQWDFW�/63·V�5LFKDUG�
1HVV�DW�UQHVV#ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�
RU���������������'HWDLOV�DUH�DOVR�DW�ZZZ�
IDUPEHJLQQLQJV�RUJ��S

7KH�1H[W�6WHS��
Journeyperson
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$UH�\RX�D�EHJLQQLQJ� IDUPHU� ORRNLQJ� WR� UHQW�RU�SXUFKDVH� IDUPODQG� LQ� WKH�0LGZHVW"�2U�DUH�\RX�DQ�HVWDEOLVKHG� IDUPHU�ODQGRZQHU� LQ�
WKH�0LGZHVW�ZKR� LV� VHHNLQJ�D�EHJLQQLQJ� IDUPHU� WR�SXUFKDVH�RU� UHQW�\RXU� ODQG��RU� WR�ZRUN�ZLWK� LQ�D�SDUWQHUVKLS�HPSOR\HH�VLWXD�

WLRQ"�7KHQ�FRQVLGHU�KDYLQJ�\RXU� LQIRUPDWLRQ�FLUFXODWHG�YLD�/63·V�Seeking Farmers-Seeking Land Clearinghouse��7R�ÀOO�RXW�DQ�RQOLQH�
IRUP�DQG�IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��VHH�ZZZ�ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ��<RX�FDQ�DOVR�REWDLQ�IRUPV�E\�H�PDLOLQJ�/63·V�'RUL�(GHU�DW�GRUL#
ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�� RU� E\� FDOOLQJ� KHU� DW� ��������������%HORZ� DUH� H[FHUSWV� RI� UHFHQW� OLVWLQJV�� )RU� WKH� IXOO� OLVWLQJV�� VHH�ZZZ��
ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�

Seeking Farmers-Seeking Land Clearinghouse

Seeking Farmland
X�0DWWKHZ�.RSSHV�LV�VHHNLQJ�WR�EX\�����

DFUHV�RI�IDUPODQG�LQ�eastern Iowa’s Jack-
son or Jones County��3DVWXUH�LV�SUHIHUUHG��
QR� KRXVH� LV� UHTXLUHG��&RQWDFW��0DWWKHZ�
.RSSHV���������������

X�&KULVWRSKHU�)LFNHV�LV�VHHNLQJ�WR�EX\�
WLOODEOH� IDUPODQG� LQ�west-central Minne-
sota’s Traverse, Grant or Stevens County��
&RQWDFW��&KULVWRSKHU�)LFNHV����������������
ÀFNHV��#JPDLO�FRP��

X�*DR�9DQJ�LV�VHHNLQJ�WR�UHQW�����DFUHV�
RI�IDUPODQG�LQ�Minnesota��$�SODFH�WR�UDLVH�
FKLFNHQV�DQG�SLJHRQV�LV�SUHIHUUHG��QR�KRXVH�
LV� UHTXLUHG��&RQWDFW��*DR�9DQJ����������
������JYDQ����#JPDLO�FRP�

X�.D\�6FKXOHU� LV� VHHNLQJ� WR� EX\��� RU�
PRUH�DFUHV�RI�IDUPODQG�LQ�Iowa, Wisconsin 
or Nebraska��/DQG�WKDW�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�VSUD\HG�
IRU�VHYHUDO�\HDUV��ZLWK�D�EDUQ��FKLFNHQ�FRRS��
XWLOLW\�VKHG��IHQFLQJ�DQG�KRXVH�LV�SUHIHUUHG��
EXW� GHWDLOV� DUH� QHJRWLDEOH��&RQWDFW��.D\�
6FKXOHU�� ND\VFKXOHU#JPDLO�FRP�� ����
��������������(��5HG�5RFN�7UDLO��6DQ�7DQ�
9DOOH\��$=�������

X�6KHUU\�0RXQW�LV�VHHNLQJ�WR�EX\�����
DFUHV�RI�IDUPODQG�LQ�Minnesota��/DQG�WKDW�
KDV� QRW� EHHQ� VSUD\HG� IRU� VHYHUDO� \HDUV�
DQG� WKDW� KDV� IHQFLQJ��ZDWHU� DQG�RXWEXLOG�
LQJV� LV� SUHIHUUHG�� QR� KRXVH� LV� UHTXLUHG��
&RQWDFW�� 6KHUU\�0RXQW�� ���������������
VKHUU\PRXQW#\DKRR�FRP�

X�$XGUH\�'RW\� LV� VHHNLQJ� WR� UHQW�����
DFUHV�RI�IDUPODQG�LQ�Minnesota��/DQG�ZLWK�
SDVWXUH�� D� EDUQ� DQG� D� KRXVH� LV� SUHIHUUHG��
ZDWHU� DQG� IHQFLQJ� DUH� RSWLRQDO��&RQWDFW��
$XGUH\�'RW\��DXGUH\PGRW\#JPDLO�FRP�

X� -HUU\�$OEHUWH� LV� VHHNLQJ� WR� EX\� ���
DFUHV�RI�IDUPODQG�LQ�VRXWKHUQ�Wisconsin’s 
Dodge, Jefferson, Walworth, Rock, Dane 
or Washington County��/DQG�ZLWK�SDVWXUH��
ZDWHU�DQG�D�EDUQ�LV�SUHIHUUHG��QR�KRXVH�LV�
UHTXLUHG��&RQWDFW�� -HUU\�$OEHUWH�� -HUU\DO�
EHUWH#JPDLO�FRP��

Farmland Available
X�6WHYHQ�$EHO� DQG�0DU\�0DLHU�$EHO�

KDYH�IRU�VDOH�D����DFUH�FHUWLÀHG�RUJDQLF�IDUP�
LQ�western Wisconsin (on the Pierce-Pepin 
County line)��7KH�IDUP�ZDV�FHUWLÀHG�RUJDQLF�
LQ������ZLWK�026$��7KH�ZRRGODQG��DERXW�
��DFUHV��KDV�EHHQ�FHUWLÀHG�IRU�RUJDQLF�ZLOG�
KDUYHVWLQJ�RI�PRUHO�PXVKURRPV��EODFN�FDS�

UDVSEHUULHV�DQG�EODFN�ZDOQXWV��7KHUH�DUH�DERXW�
���DFUHV�RI�WLOODEOH�ODQG��'DPV�KDYH�EHHQ�DGG�
HG�IRU�VRLO�FRQVHUYDWLRQ��2XWEXLOGLQJV�LQFOXGH�
WKUHH�KRRS�KRXVHV��/HDYLQJ�KRRS�KRXVHV�DQG�
SHUHQQLDO�SODQW�VWRFN�LV�QHJRWLDEOH�DQG�EDVHG�
RQ� WKH� LQWHUHVW� RI� WKH� EX\HU��2ZQHUV�ZRXOG�
OLNH� WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�VRPHRQH�ZKR�DSSUHFLDWHV�
WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�IDUP�LV�FHUWLÀHG�RUJDQLF�DQG�
ZDQWV� WR�NHHS� LW� WKDW�ZD\��3URSHUW\� LV� OLVWHG�
ZLWK� D� UHDOWRU� DQG� WKHUH� DUH�SLFWXUHV�RQOLQH��
&RQWDFW�RZQHU�IRU�WKH�0/6�QXPEHU�RU�RWKHU�
LQIRUPDWLRQ��7KH� DVNLQJ� SULFH� LV� ����������
ZKLFK� LV� QHJRWLDEOH��&RQWDFW�� 6WHYHQ�$EHO��
��������������KRPH�����������������ZRUN���
EORRPLQJKLOO����#\DKRR�FRP��

X�(G�/\VQH�KDV�IRU�VDOH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����
DFUHV�RI�IDUPODQG�QHDU�WKH�WRZQ�RI�1RUWKÀHOG��
LQ�WKH�Twin Cities, Minn., region��7KHUH�DUH�
JDUGHQV��D�VPDOO�JDUDJH�DQG�D�KRXVH��&RQWDFW��
(G�/\VQH��HGULFO\VQH#JPDLO�FRP����������
������

X�-XVWLQ�5RVH�KDV�IRU�UHQW�����DFUHV�RI�IDUP�
ODQG� LQ central Wisconsin’s Wood County��
7KH�SURSHUW\�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�VSUD\HG�IRU�VHYHUDO�
\HDUV��&RQWDFW�� -XVWLQ�5RVH�� ��������������
MXVWLQ�PD[�URVH#JPDLO�FRP�

X�+HOHQ�+LOOXNND�KDV�IRU�VDOH����DFUHV�RI�
IDUPODQG�LQ�HDVW�FHQWUDO�Minnesota’s Wright 
County��1R�FKHPLFDOV�KDYH�EHHQ�XVHG�RQ�WKH�
ODQG�IRU����\HDUV��7KH�ODQG�LQFOXGHV�VL[�ZLUH�
KLJK�WHQVLOH� HOHFWULF� IHQFLQJ�DQG�D�ÀYH�EHG�
URRP�� ������VTXDUH�IRRW� KRXVH��7KH� DVNLQJ�
SULFH� LV�����������&RQWDFW��+HOHQ�+LOOXNND��
FKHPLFDOIUHHODQG�VDOH#JPDLO�FRP�

X�3HWHU�DQG�.DW\�+HPEHUJHU�KDYH�IRU�VDOH�
��� DFUHV� LQ� south-central Minnesota� �WKUHH�
PLOHV�ZHVW�RI�+DQVND���7KUHH�DQG�D�KDOI�DFUHV�
DUH�WLOODEOH�DQG�KDYH�EHHQ�SODQWHG�LQ�YHJHWDEOHV�
IRU�WKH�SDVW�WKUHH�\HDUV��QR�VSUD\�KDV�EHHQ�XVHG��
$VSDUDJXV� DQG� UDVSEHUULHV� DUH� HVWDEOLVKHG��
7KHUH�DUH�WZR�KRRS�VWUXFWXUHV�RQ�WKH�SURSHUW\��
7KHUH�LV�D�ODUJH�EDUQ�DQG�LW�LQFOXGHV�D�ZDON�LQ�
FRROHU��7KH�DVNLQJ�SULFH� LV���������� �QHJR�
WLDEOH���&RQWDFW��3HWHU�+HPEHUJHU����������
��������������������SKHPEHUJHU#JLVODVRQ�
FRP�RU�SHWHUMDPHVKHPEHUJHU#JPDLO�FRP�

X�6KRGR�6SULQJ�KDV�IRU�UHQW�����DFUHV�RI�
IDUPODQG� LQ�southeastern Minnesota’s Rice 
County��QHDU�)DULEDXOW��7KH�ODQG�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�
VSUD\HG�IRU�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�DQG�LW�KDV�SDVWXUH��
IHQFLQJ�WKDW�QHHGV�UHSDLU�DQG�RXWEXLOGLQJV��QR�
KRXVH�LV�DYDLODEOH��6SULQJ�LV�WUDQVLWLRQLQJ�WKH�
ODQG�IURP�SDVWXUH�WR�SHUPDFXOWXUH��DQG�ZRXOG�
OLNH�WR�DUUDQJH�ZLWK�VRPHRQH�WR�UDLVH�FKLFN�

HQV��EHHV�RU�ODUJHU�OLYHVWRFN�LQ�FRRSHUDWLRQ�
ZLWK� WKH�QHZ�SODQWLQJV��6SULQJ� LV�RSHQ� WR�
D� SRVVLEOH� VKDUHFURS� DUUDQJHPHQW�� &RQ�
WDFW��6KRGR�6SULQJ����������������VKRGR�
VSULQJ#JPDLO�FRP��

X�'D]� -RQVHQ� KDV� IRU� VDOH� ���� DFUHV�
RI�IDUPODQG�LQ�north-central Minnesota’s 
Crow Wing County��7KH�ODQG�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�
VSUD\HG� IRU� VHYHUDO� \HDUV�� 7KH� UHWLULQJ�
RZQHU�LV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�UHQW��UHQW�WR�
RZQ��WUDGH��RU�RWKHU�FUHDWLYH�DUUDQJHPHQWV�
WR�PDNH� D� WUDQVLWLRQ� WR� WKH� QH[W� JHQHUD�
WLRQ��&RQWDFW��'D]�-RQVHQ�����������������
V\OYDSRQG#JPDLO�FRP�

X�)LHOG�)UHG�KDV�IRU�UHQW�GXULQJ�WKH������
�����JURZLQJ�VHDVRQV�����DFUHV�RI�IDUPODQG�
LQ� southwestern Wisconsin’s Richland 
County��1R�RXWEXLOGLQJV�RU�KRXVH�DUH�DYDLO�
DEOH��WKH�UHQWDO�SULFH�LV�QHJRWLDEOH��&RQWDFW��
)LHOG�)UHG��)LHOG��#PDF�FRP�

X�.HQ�5DVSRWQLN�KDV�IRU�UHQW�IDUPODQG�LQ�
QRUWKZHVWHUQ�:LVFRQVLQ·V�%D\ÀHOG�&RXQW\��
+H�RZQV�����DFUHV�DQG�KDV�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�����
DFUHV�UHQWHG��2QH�KXQGUHG�DFUHV�LV�IHQFHG�DV�
URWDWLRQDOO\�JUD]HG�SDVWXUHV�DQG�WKHUH�LV�DQ�
DXWRPDWLF�ZDWHULQJ�V\VWHP��%UHHGLQJ�VWRFN�
KRUVHV�DQG�FDWWOH�DUH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�PDQDJ�
LQJ��5DVSRWQLN�LV�ORRNLQJ�IRU�VRPHRQH�WKDW�
ZDQWV� WR�KHOS�PDQDJH�OLYHVWRFN�IRU�VKDUH��
7KH�ODQG�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�VSUD\HG�IRU�VHYHUDO�
\HDUV��&RQWDFW��.HQ�5DVSRWQLN�� ��������
������NHQ#UDVSRWQLNIDUP�FRP��

Seeking Farmer
X� -RKQ�6XPSWLRQ� LV� VHHNLQJ� D� IDUPHU�

WR�MRLQ�KLV�RSHUDWLRQ�LQ�north-central Min-
nesota’s Cass County�� 6XPSWLRQ� KDV� D�
YHJHWDEOH�IDUP�DQG�&RPPXQLW\�6XSSRUWHG�
$JULFXOWXUH�RSHUDWLRQ�VHUYLQJ�XS�WR����IDPL�
OLHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�UHVWDXUDQWV�DQG�\RXWK�FDPSV��
6XPSWLRQ�LV�ORRNLQJ�IRU�VRPHRQH�LQWHUHVWHG�
LQ�PHQWRUVKLS�DQG�UXQQLQJ�WKH�EXVLQHVV�ZLWK�
DQ�RSWLRQ�WR�EX\�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��1HW�LQFRPH�
IURP� WKH� IDUP� DQG�KRXVLQJ� DUH� DYDLODEOH��
&RQWDFW�� -RKQ� 6XPSWLRQ�� ��������������
VXPSWLRQHQY#JPDLO�FRP�

X�.DULQ� -RUGDKO� LV� VHHNLQJ� DQ�RUJDQLF�
IDUPHU� IRU� ODQG� LQ�north-central Iowa’s 
Webster County�� 7KH� ���DFUH� RSHUDWLRQ�
LV� WUDQVLWLRQLQJ� WR� RUJDQLF� DQG� HQWHUSULVHV�
LQFOXGH� GDLU\�� EHHI�� SRXOWU\�� KRJV�� VKHHS��
JRDWV�DQG�YHJHWDEOHV��1R�KRXVH�LV�DYDLODEOH��
&RQWDFW��.DULQ�-RUGDKO����������������
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Farm Transitions
Inspiration, Hope & Ideas 

By Karen Stettler

2ZQHUV�RI�IDUPODQG�ZKR�DUH�ORRN�
LQJ�WR�WUDQVLWLRQ�WKHLU�HQWHUSULVH�
RQ�WR�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�IDUP�

HUV�FDQ�QRZ�WXUQ�WR�WKH�Farm Transitions 

Toolkit��D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�UHVRXUFH�SURGXFHG�
E\�WKH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�DQG�WKH�
0LQQHVRWD�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�6XVWDLQDEOH�$JULFXO�
WXUH��0,6$��

:KHWKHU�\RX�DUH�D�IDUPHU��DQ�DEVHQWHH�
ODQGRZQHU�ZKR�UHQWV�RU�OHDVHV�\RXU�ODQG�WR�D�
IDUPHU�RU�VLPSO\�VRPHRQH�ZLWK�IDUPODQG�LQ�
\RXU�IDPLO\��WKH�Toolkit�SURYLGHV�D�VWDUWLQJ�

$Q�RQOLQH�YHUVLRQ�RI� WKH�)DUP�7UDQVL�
WLRQV�7RRONLW� LV� DW� ZZZ�ODQGVWHZDUG�
VKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�IDUPWUDQVLWLRQVWRRONLW��
SDSHU�YHUVLRQV�FDQ�EH�SXUFKDVHG�E\�FDOO�
LQJ���������0,6$��������

TKH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW·V�
)DUP�%HJLQQLQJV�SURJUDP�LV�FRP�
PLWWHG�WR�PRUH�WKULYLQJ�IDPLO\�

IDUPHUV�KHOSLQJ�WR�FUHDWH�YLEUDQW�UXUDO�FRP�
PXQLWLHV��2QH�VLJQLÀFDQW�IDFWRU�WKDW�VWDQGV�
LQ�WKH�ZD\�LV�VHFXUH�DQG�DIIRUGDEOH�DFFHVV�
WR�ODQG�IRU�EHJLQQLQJ�IDUPHUV��see pages 

10-13 for LSP’s special report on the role 

crop insurance plays as a barrier to land 

access���,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�)DUP�%HJLQQLQJV�
WKDW�H[DPSOHV�RI�VXFFHVVIXO�IDUPV�WKDW�KDYH�

Farm Transitions Toolkit Available

D�SRVLWLYH�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�ODQG��WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�
DQG�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�DUH�OLIWHG�XS�

:LWK�WKLV�LQ�PLQG��ODVW�VXPPHU�MRXUQDO�
LVP�LQWHUQ�0DWW�*ULPOH\�LQWHUYLHZHG�EHJLQ�
QLQJ�DQG�UHWLULQJ�IDUPHUV�LQ�YDULRXV�VWDJHV�RI�
WUDQVLWLRQ��ZKLFK�DUH�IHDWXUHG�RQ�SDJHV����
����:H�DUH�KRSLQJ�WKHVH�SURÀOHV�ZLOO�SURYLGH�
LQVSLUDWLRQ��KRSH�DQG�LGHDV�IRU�KRZ�RWKHUV�
FDQ�XQGHUWDNH�WKHLU�RZQ�IDUP�WUDQVLWLRQV��

7KH�SURÀOHV�KLJKOLJKW�GLIIHUHQW�H[DPSOHV�
RI�KRZ�ODQG�FDQ�EH�PDQDJHG�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�UH�
VWRUH�DQG�HQKDQFH�WKH�HFRV\VWHP�ZKLOH�JHQ�
HUDWLQJ�JRRG�LQFRPH�IRU�WKH�IDUP�IDPLOLHV�
LQYROYHG��-XVW�DV�LPSRUWDQWO\��WKHVH�VWRULHV�

VKRZ�KRZ�WKDW�VWHZDUGVKLS�OHJDF\�FDQ�EH�
SDVVHG�RQ�WR�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ��:H�KRSH�
ZLWK�WKHVH�DFWXDO�VWRULHV�WR�SODQW�VHHGV�WKDW�
IDUPHUV�DQG�ODQGRZQHUV�DUH�DEOH�WR�WUDQVL�
WLRQ�RQWR�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�WKHLU�IDUPLQJ�
HQWHUSULVHV�ZKLOH�NHHSLQJ�WKHLU�OHJDF\�JRDOV�
LQWDFW��

(DFK�RI�WKHVH�VWRULHV�LV�XQLTXH��DQG�\HW�
LW�LV�RXU�KRSH�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�WKUHDGV�WKDW�FDQ�
DSSO\�WR�RWKHU�VLWXDWLRQV��$�ELJ�WKDQNV�WR�
(ULF�DQG�/LVD�.OHLQ��+DQQDK�%UHFNELOO��WKH�
'DOH�)DPLO\��$UW�DQG�-HDQ�7KLFNH��0HOLVVD�
DQG�&KDG�&URZOH\�IRU�VKDULQJ�WKHLU�H[SHUL�
HQFHV��JRDOV��SURFHVVHV�DQG�WKHPVHOYHV�ZLWK�
XV��S

LSP organizer Karen Stettler works on 

farm transition issues. She can be reached 

at stettler@landstewardshipproject.org or 

507-523-3366.

SRLQW�IRU�WKH�LPSRUWDQW�SURFHVV�RI�WUDQVLWLRQ�
LQJ�WR�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ��7KH�QHHG�IRU�VXFK�
D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�UHVRXUFH�LV�PRUH�FULWLFDO�
WKDQ�HYHU��:LWK�WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�ROGHU�IDUP�
HUV�RQ�WKH�ULVH��LW�LV�SURMHFWHG�LQ�WKH�QH[W����
\HDUV����SHUFHQW�RI�UDQFKODQG�DQG�IDUPODQG�
ZLOO�FKDQJH�KDQGV�

7KH�Toolkit, ZKLFK�ZDV�DXWKRUHG�DQG�HGLW�
HG�E\�0,6$·V�-DQH�*ULPVER�-HZHWW��FRQWDLQV�
UHVRXUFHV��OLQNV�WR�VHUYLFHV�DQG�SUDFWLFDO�FDO�
FXODWLRQ�WDEOHV�WR�KHOS�ODQGRZQHUV�HVWDEOLVK�
D�FRPPRQVHQVH�SODQ�IRU�IDUP�WUDQVLWLRQV��,W�
DOVR�IHDWXUHV�XVHU�IULHQGO\�UHVRXUFHV�RQ�WKH�
HFRQRPLF��OHJDO��JRYHUQPHQWDO��DJURQRPLF��
HFRORJLFDO�DQG�HYHQ�VRFLDO�LVVXHV�WKDW�PXVW�
EH�FRQVLGHUHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HQVXUH�D�VXFFHVV�
IXO�IDUP�WUDQVLWLRQ��,W�LV�URXQGHG�RXW�ZLWK�
SURÀOHV�RI�IDUPHUV�ZKR�DUH�LQ�YDULRXV�VWDJHV�
RI�WUDQVLWLRQLQJ�WKHLU�HQWHUSULVHV�WR�WKH�QH[W�
JHQHUDWLRQ��VHH�SDJHV�������RI�WKLV�/DQG�
6WHZDUGVKLS�/HWWHU for examples of those 

SURÀOHV��
7KH�WDUJHW�DXGLHQFH�IRU�WKH�Toolkit�LV�

WKRVH�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZDQW�WR�SDVV�WKHLU�IDUP�RQ�
LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�VXSSRUWV�KHDOWK\�UXUDO�FRPPX�
QLWLHV��VWURQJ�ORFDO�HFRQRPLHV�DQG�VXVWDLQ�
DEOH�ODQG�VWHZDUGVKLS��7RR�RIWHQ�UHWLULQJ�
IDUPHUV�RU�SHRSOH�ZKR�ÀQG�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�
SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�IDPLO\�ODQG�IHHO�SUHVVXUHG�WR�
PDNH�GHFLVLRQV�WKDW�JR�DJDLQVW�WKHLU�RZQ�
YDOXHV��7KH�Toolkit�FDQ�KHOS�SHRSOH�DOLJQ�
WKRVH�YDOXHV�ZLWK�WKH�GHFLVLRQV�WKH\�PDNH�DV�
IDU�DV�WKHLU�ODQG·V�IXWXUH�LV�FRQFHUQHG�

7KH�Farm Transitions Toolkit�ZDV�
GHYHORSHG�WKURXJK�D�FROODERUDWLYH�SURMHFW�
LQYROYLQJ�/63��0,6$��)DUPHUV·�/HJDO�$F�
WLRQ�*URXS�DQG�$775$��,WV�GHYHORSPHQW�
ZDV�JXLGHG�E\�LQGLYLGXDOV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�

D�QXPEHU�RI�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��7KLV�SURMHFW�
ZDV�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�%HJLQQLQJ�)DUPHU�
DQG�5DQFKHU�'HYHORSPHQW�3URJUDP�RI�WKH�
1DWLRQDO�,QVWLWXWH�RI�)RRG�DQG�$JULFXOWXUH��
86'$��*UDQW���������������7R�ÀQG�PRUH�
UHVRXUFHV�DQG�SURJUDPV�IRU�EHJLQQLQJ�IDUP�
HUV�DQG�UDQFKHUV��YLVLW�ZZZ�6WDUW�)DUP�JRY��
D�FRPSRQHQW�RI�WKH�%HJLQQLQJ�)DUPHU�DQG�
5DQFKHU�'HYHORSPHQW�3URJUDP��S

LSP Farm Transition 
Coaching Service
$UH�\RX�D�EHJLQQLQJ�IDUPHU�ORRN�

LQJ�IRU�ODQG�RU�DQ�DFWLYH�IDUPHU�
WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�QH[W�VWHSV�IRU�\RXU�IDUP"��
7KH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�KDV� WZR�
)DUP�7UDQVLWLRQ�&RDFKHV�WKDW�DUH�DYDLO�
DEOH� IRU� IDUP� IDPLOLHV� UHDG\� WR� HQJDJH�
LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�DQG�ZRUN�RI�JRDO�VHWWLQJ��
ÀQDQFLDO�SODQQLQJ�DQG�HQJDJLQJ�H[SHUWV�
WR�SXW�D�IDUP�WUDQVLWLRQ�SODQ�LQWR�SODFH���

7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�FRP�
SOH[LWLHV�WKDW�FRPH�XS�IRU�HDFK�VLWXDWLRQ��
/63·V�)DUP�7UDQVLWLRQ�&RDFKHV�VWDUW�E\�
OLVWHQLQJ�WR�WKH�IDPLO\·V�VWRU\�DQG�SULRUL�
WLHV��DQG�WKHQ�IDFLOLWDWLQJ�FRQYHUVDWLRQV��
DVNLQJ�FODULI\LQJ�TXHVWLRQV�� FRQQHFWLQJ�
SHRSOH�WR�KHOSIXO�UHVRXUFHV��DQG�FKHFN�
LQJ�LQ�UHJXODUO\��3ULRULW\�ZLOO�EH�JLYHQ�WR�
IDPLOLHV�WKDW�KDYH�LGHQWLÀHG�D�VXFFHVVRU���

,I�\RX�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�OHDUQLQJ�PRUH��
FRQWDFW�/63·V�.DUHQ�6WHWWOHU�DW���������
�����RU�VWHWWOHU#ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�
RUJ�

Getting a Copy of the  
Farm Transitions Toolkit
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Thinking Outside the Lines
By Matt Grimley

Outside�VHH�SDJH���«

$WRS�WKH�ULYHU�EOXIIV�
QHDU�WKH�VRXWK�
HDVWHUQ�0LQQHVRWD�

FRPPXQLW\�RI�/D�&UHVFHQW��WKH�
���SOXV�$\UVKLUHV�RI�(QFKDQWHG�
0HDGRZV�2UJDQLF�)DUP�
PXQFK�RQ�IHVFXH��FORYHUV��
SODQWDLQ�DQG�RWKHU�JUHHQHU\�RQ�
D�UHFHQW�VXPPHU�GD\��7KHQ��
RQ�VFKHGXOH��WKH\·UH�OHG�IURP�
SDVWXUH�WR�EDUQ�

/DVW�\HDU��DIWHU����\HDUV�RI�
D�GDLU\�IDUPLQJ�SDUWQHUVKLS�
EHWZHHQ�&KDG�DQG�0HOLVVD�
&URZOH\�RQ�RQH�KDQG�DQG�$UW�
DQG�-HDQ�7KLFNH�RQ�WKH�RWKHU��
WKLV�WZLFH�D�GD\�WURW�EHJDQ�
FURVVLQJ�D�ERXQGDU\�RI�VRUWV��,Q�
������WKH�7KLFNHV��ZKR�DUH�LQ�
WKHLU�PLG���V��VROG�WKH�\RXQJHU�FRXSOH��WKH\�
DUH�LQ�WKHLU�PLG���V������DFUHV�ZLWK�D�KRXVH��
EDUQ�DQG�VKHG�RII�WKHLU�����DFUH�KRPH�SODFH��
7KHUH�DUH�WLPHV�QRZ�ZKHQ�WKH�FRZV�PD\�EH�
JUD]HG�RQ�SDVWXUHV�WHFKQLFDOO\�RZQHG�E\�WKH�
&URZOH\V��EXW�DUH�KHUGHG�LQWR�WKH�7KLFNHV·�
EDUQ�WR�EH�PLONHG��+RZHYHU��WKH�WZR�IDPL�
OLHV�FRQVLGHU�(QFKDQWHG�0HDGRZV³LWV�ODQG��
OLYHVWRFN�DQG�EXLOGLQJV³DOO�SDUW�RI�RQH�
ZKROH�HQWLW\��$IWHU�DOO��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�SODQ��
WKH�ZKROH�GDLU\�EXVLQHVV�ZLOO�HYHQWXDOO\�
WUDQVIHU�WR�WKH�\RXQJHU�FRXSOH�

7KLV�IDUP�WUDQVLWLRQ�LV�QRW�WKH�XVXDO�SDVV�
LQJ�RQ�RI�RQH�JHQHUDWLRQ�WR�WKH�QH[W��EHFDXVH�
RI�RQH�NH\�IDFW��WKH�WZR�IDPLOLHV�LQYROYHG�
DUH�QRW�LQ�DQ\�ZD\�UHODWHG��

%XW�WKHQ�DJDLQ��WKLV�LV�QRW�WKH�XVXDO�
SURSHUW\��,Q�WKH�ODWH�����V��$UW�DEDQGRQHG�
IHUWLOL]HU�DQG�SHVWLFLGHV�RQ�WKLV�VFHQLF�IDUP��
ZKLFK�LV�SHUFKHG�RQ�D�ULGJH�QHDU�WKH�0LV�
VLVVLSSL�5LYHU��,Q�������KH�VWRSSHG�JURZ�
LQJ�FRUQ�DQG�VWDUWHG�KLV�FDWWOH�RQ�PDQDJHG�
URWDWLRQDO�JUD]LQJ��D�SURFHVV�WKDW�PRYHV�WKH�
DQLPDOV�IURP�SDGGRFN�WR�SDGGRFN��DOORZLQJ�
WKH�SDVWXUH�WR�UHFRYHU�IRU�SHULRGV�RI����WR����

GD\V��+H�KDVQ·W�SORZHG�WKH�ODQG�RU�SODQWHG�
URZ�FURSV�VLQFH�WKH�����V�HLWKHU��FKRRVLQJ�

LQVWHDG�WR�UHO\�RQ�WKH�SHUHQQLDO�SODQW�
V\VWHPV�RI�SDVWXUH�DQG�KD\�WR�IHHG�WKH�
FRZV�

(YHU�VLQFH�WKH\�VWDUWHG�PDQDJHG�
URWDWLRQDO�JUD]LQJ�DQG�DEDQGRQHG�URZ�
FURSSLQJ��WKH�ODQG�KDV�KDG�DQ�´XQUHDOµ�
FDSDFLW\�IRU�KROGLQJ�ZDWHU��VD\V�$UW��
7KH�FDWWOH�DUH�FRQVLVWHQWO\�XQOHDVKHG�
LQWR�NQHH�KLJK�SDVWXUHV�WKDW�FRQWDLQ�
ZHOO�URRWHG�SODQWV�VXSSRUWLQJ�D�ZKROH�
HFRV\VWHP��EHORZ�DQG�DERYH�JURXQG��
LQFOXGLQJ�EUHHGLQJ�PHDGRZ�ELUGV�VXFK�
DV�WKH�EREROLQN�DQG�KRUQHG�ODUN��$QG�
WKH�IDUP�LV�HFRQRPLFDOO\�VXVWDLQDEOH�DV�
ZHOO��LW�VXSSRUWV�WZR�IDPLOLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�
WKH�&URZOH\V·�WKUHH�FKLOGUHQ³'\ODQ��
����-HVVLFD�����DQG�(ULQ�����

´,W·V�QRW�KRZ�PXFK�PLON�\RX�JHW�SHU�
FRZ��LW·V�KRZ�PXFK�PRQH\�\RX�NHHS��,�
IRXQG�WKLV�RXW�TXLWH�D�ZKLOH�DJR��,I�\RX�
VSHQG�OHVV�WKDQ�\RX�PDNH��\RX�PDNH�
VRPH�PRQH\�µ�$UW�VD\V�RI�KLV�FHUWLÀHG�
RUJDQLF�RSHUDWLRQ��ODXJKLQJ��´$�ORW�RI�

IDUPHUV�KDYHQ·W�ÀJXUHG�WKDW�RXW�\HW�µ�

Starting Again
(OHYHQ�\HDUV�DJR��WKH�7KLFNHV�ZHUH�LQ�D�

VLPLODU�IDUP�WUDQVLWLRQ�VLWXDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�
QHSKHZ�'DQ��ZKR�KDG�IDUPHG�ZLWK�WKHP�
GXULQJ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�GHFDGH��%XW�WKHQ�WKH�
XQWKLQNDEOH�RFFXUUHG��'DQ�DQG�KLV�ZLIH�
:HQG\�ZHUH�NLOOHG�E\�D�GUXQNHQ�PRWRULVW�LQ�
D�PRWRUF\FOH�DFFLGHQW��

$UW�DQG�-HDQ�ZHUH�GHYDVWDWHG��,Q�WKHLU�
PLG���V�DW�WKH�WLPH��ZLWK�QR�NLGV�RI�WKHLU�
RZQ��LW�ZDV�WKHQ�WKH\�NQHZ�WKH\�FRXOGQ·W�
UXQ�WKH�IDUP�E\�WKHPVHOYHV�IRUHYHU��7KH\�
KDG�VSHQW�\HDUV�SODQQLQJ�D�WUDQVLWLRQ�ZLWK�
'DQ��DQG�QRZ��WKH\�NQHZ��WKH\·G�KDYH�WR�GR�
LW�DJDLQ��$IWHU�D�SHULRG�RI�PRXUQLQJ�DQG�UHVW��
WKH\�EHJDQ�WR�LQWHUYLHZ�QHZ�IDUP�SDUWQHUV��

2QH�GD\��DQ�ROG�IDPLO\�IULHQG�GURSSHG�E\��
+H�VXJJHVWHG�WKH\�WDON�WR�KLV�ROGHVW�GDXJK�
WHU��0HOLVVD��7KH\�KDG�QHYHU�PHW�KHU�EHIRUH��
EXW�-HDQ�UHPHPEHUV�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�VKH�DQG�
&KDG�FDPH�WR�ORRN�DW�WKHLU�ZRXOG�EH�KRXVH�

´,�UHPHPEHU�KHU�VD\LQJ�ZKHQ�WKH\�FDPH�
WR�ORRN�DW�LW�WKDW�VKH³�FRXOG�EH�ZURQJ�RQ�
WKLV��EXW�WKLV�LV�P\�PHPRU\�RI�LW�³�WKDW�VKH�
NQHZ�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�ZKHUH�VKH�ZDQWHG�WR�UDLVH�
KHU�EDELHV�µ�UHFDOOV�-HDQ�

´,W·V�IHOW�OLNH�KRPH�HYHU�VLQFH�,·YH�EHHQ�
LQ�WKH�KRXVH�µ�VD\V�0HOLVVD��ZLWK�&KDG�QRG�
GLQJ�LQ�DJUHHPHQW�EHVLGH�KHU��´(YHQ�ZKHQ�
ZH�GLGQ·W�RZQ�LW��LW�IHOW�OLNH�KRPH�µ

&KDG�DQG�0HOLVVD�ÀUVW�PHW�DW�WKH�8QLYHU�
VLW\�RI�:LVFRQVLQ�5LYHU�)DOOV��ZKHUH�WKH\�
ERWK�VWXGLHG�DJULFXOWXUH��6KH�KDG�JURZQ�XS�
ZLWK�GDLU\�IDUPLQJ��DQG�KHU�SDUHQWV�RZQ�D�

Jean and Art Thicke had to re-start the transition process for 
their dairy farm after a family tragedy. (Photo by Matt Grimley�

Chad and Melissa Crowley, shown here with their children, Dylan, Erin and 
Jessica, have during the past decade been gradually working their way into 
full ownership of Enchanted Meadows Farm. “We’re committed now,” says 
Melissa, adding that this process has provided a template for their own family 
WR�VRPHGD\�ÀQG�´VRPHRQH�ZKR�ZDQWV�WR�IDUP�LW�WKLV�ZD\�DQG�FDUU\�RQ�µ�(Photo 

by Matt Grimley�
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$V�$UW�DQG�-HDQ�7KLFNH�PDNH�FOHDU��ULVLQJ�ODQG�SULFHV�DUH�VTXHH]LQJ�RXW�DJULFXOWXUH�LQ�VRXWKHDVWHUQ�0LQQHVRWD·V�:LQRQD�&RXQW\��ZKHUH�
(QFKDQWHG�0HDGRZV�LV�ORFDWHG��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�86'$·V������&HQVXV�RI�$JULFXOWXUH��ODQG�SULFHV�LQ�:LQRQD�&RXQW\�ZHUH����SHUFHQW�

KLJKHU�WKDQ�LQ������DQG�����SHUFHQW�KLJKHU�WKDQ�LQ�������'XH�LQ�SDUW�WR�WKH�VFHQLF�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�0LVVLVVLSSL�5LYHU�EOXIIV�QHDU�WKH�7KLFNHV·�
KRPH��FRXQWU\�HVWDWHV�DQG�KRXVLQJ�GHYHORSPHQWV�DUH�FURZQLQJ�WKH�KRUL]RQ�

,W·V�SDUW�RI�D�ODUJHU�WUHQG�DFURVV�WKH�0LGZHVW�DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��7KH�$JULFXOWXUH�&HQVXV�VKRZV�WKDW��ODQG�SULFHV�DUH�LQFUHDVLQJ�DQG�
VKXWWLQJ�RXW�EHJLQQLQJ�IDUPHUV��IDUP�DFUHDJH�LV�EHLQJ�ORVW��VPDOO�DFUHDJH�IDUPV�DUH�GHFUHDVLQJ�LQ�QXPEHU��ODUJH�DFUHDJHV�DUH�LQFUHDVLQJ��
IDUP�RSHUDWRUV�DUH�QRZ�DQ�DYHUDJH����\HDUV�ROG�DQG�NHHS�JHWWLQJ�ROGHU��DQG�\RXQJHU�IDUPHUV�DUH�QRW�HQWHULQJ�WKH�SURIHVVLRQ�DV�TXLFNO\�DV�
WKH�ROGHU�IDUPHUV�DUH�UHWLULQJ��

0RUH�VSHFLÀFDOO\��EHJLQQLQJ�IDUPHUV��RU�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�IDUPLQJ�IRU����\HDUV�RU�OHVV��GHFUHDVHG�E\����SHUFHQW�IURP������WR�������
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�VXUYH\V��DURXQG����SHUFHQW�RI�)DUP�%HJLQQLQJV�FRXUVH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�UHSRUW�KDYLQJ�QR�DFFHVV�WR�ODQG��

&RQQHFWLQJ�WKH�\RXQJHU�DQG�ROGHU�JHQHUDWLRQV��HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�IDUPHUV�ZKR�DUH�XQUHODWHG��EHFRPHV�HVVHQWLDO�IRU�WKH�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI�IDUP�
LQJ��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�7KH�)DUP/$676�3URMHFW��PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�WKLUGV�RI�UHWLULQJ�IDUPHUV�GR�QRW�KDYH�VXFFHVVRUV�LQ�OLQH��DQG�QHDUO\����SHUFHQW�RI�
IDUP�RZQHUV�QHLWKHU�KDYH�DQ�H[LW�VWUDWHJ\�QRU�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�GHYHORS�RQH�

+HUH�LV�D�QRQ�H[KDXVWLYH�OLVW�RI�UHVRXUFHV�IRU�EHJLQQLQJ�IDUPHUV�VHHNLQJ�WR�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�H[LVWLQJ�IDUPHUV�
��Seeking Farmers Seeking Land Clearinghouse��/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW��see page 17��
��)DUP/LQN��D�VWDWH�E\�VWDWH�OLVWLQJ�RI�IDUPHU�ODQGRZQHU�FRQQHFWLRQ�SURJUDPV��ZZZ�IDUPWUDQVLWLRQ�RUJ�QHWZSDUW�KWPO�
��0LGZHVW�)DUP�&RQQHFWLRQ��7KH�/DQG�&RQQHFWLRQ��ZZZ�PLGZHVWIDUPFRQQHFWLRQ�RUJ�IDUPV�
��026(6�/DQG�/LQN�8S��0LGZHVW�2UJDQLF�DQG�6XVWDLQDEOH�(GXFDWLRQ�6HUYLFH��ZZZ�PRVHVRUJDQLF�RUJ�IDUPLQJ�ODQG�OLQN�XS�
��86�)DUP�/HDVH��ZZZ�XVIDUPOHDVH�FRP�

Looking Outside the Family in an Era of High Land Prices

             See & Hear
,Q�DQ�/63�PXOWL�PHGLD�VOLGH�VKRZ�� WKH�

7KLFNHV� DQG� &URZOH\V� WDON� DERXW� KRZ�
WKH\� GHYHORSHG� D� VXFFHVVIXO� IDUP� WUDQVL�
WLRQ�UHODWLRQVKLS��ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�XVHU�
/6312:�

WLRQ�SHULRG�KDV�DOORZHG�WKH�WZR�IDPLOLHV�WR�
EXLOG�PXWXDO�WUXVW��$UW�DQG�&KDG�ULGH�
PRWRUF\FOHV�WRJHWKHU��7KH�IDPLOLHV�JLYH�HDFK�
RWKHU�EOXHELUG�ER[HV�DQG�FKHHVH�FXUGV��7KH�
NLGV�VWHDO�VRPH�YHJJLHV�IURP�WKH�7KLFNHV·�
JDUGHQ��DQG�WKHQ�ULGH�RQ�WKH�$79�ZLWK�$UW�
WR�SXW�WKH�JDWH�EDFN�LQ�SODFH�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�
WKH�GD\��$OO�WKHVH�OLWWOH�WKLQJV�DGG�XS�WR�WKH�
&URZOH\V�EHLQJ�OLNH�IDPLO\��ZKLFK�LV�LPSRU�
WDQW�WR�$UW�DQG�-HDQ��

%XW�WKDW�WUXVW��DORQJ�ZLWK�DQ\�IDUP�WUDQVL�
WLRQ��WDNHV�WLPH��´3HRSOH�ZKR�DUH�WKLQNLQJ�
DERXW�NHHSLQJ�WKHLU�IDUP��WKH\�QHHG�WR�VWDUW�
WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�WKDW����\HDUV�EHIRUH�WKH\·UH�
JRLQJ�WR�UHWLUH��RU����\HDUV�EHIRUH��EH�
FDXVH�LI�WKH�ÀUVW�EHJLQQLQJ�IDUPHU�GRHVQ·W�
ZRUN�RXW��WKH\�KDYH�WR�JHW�D�VHFRQG�RQH�µ�
VD\V�$UW��´:H�MXVW�KDSSHQHG�WR�EH�OXFN\�WR�
JHW�VRPHRQH�ZKR�OLNHG�IDUPLQJ��DJUHHG�ZLWK�
WKH�ZD\�ZH�ZHUH�IDUPLQJ��\RX�NQRZ�µ

$QG�SDUW�RI�IDUPLQJ�LV�UHFRJQL]LQJ�LW·V�
QRW�D���WR���MRE��

´,�WKLQN�LW·V�KDUG�WR�WHDFK�µ�VD\V�0HOLVVD�
RI�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�WLPH�PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�ZRUN�
HWKLF��

%XLOGLQJ�WUXVW�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�IDPLO\�PD\�
EH�VHHQ�E\�PDQ\�DV�D�EDUULHU��EXW�WKH�7KLFNHV�
GRQ·W�VHH�LW�DV�D�SUREOHP�

´,W�PLJKW�DFWXDOO\�EH�HDVLHU�µ�VD\V�$UW��

HV�GRZQ�WKH�PLGGOH�ZLWK�WKH�ROGHU�FRXSOH��
$UW�DQG�-HDQ�VWLOO�RZQ�WKH�PDFKLQHU\��EXW�DV�
WKH\�EX\�PRUH�HTXLSPHQW�IURP�KHUH�RQ�RXW��
WKH\�SODQ�WR�GR�LW�WRJHWKHU��$QG�LQ�DQ�DWWHPSW�
WR�SDVV�RQ�PRUH�HTXLW\��WKH�WZR�IDPLOLHV�
KDYH�UHVWRUHG�PXFK�RI�WKH�IDUP·V�LQIUDVWUXF�
WXUH�GXULQJ�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�\HDUV�

´,�FDQ·W�WUDQVLWLRQ�DOO�P\�MXQN�µ�VD\V�$UW�
ZLWK�D�ODXJK�

)RU�WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�WUDQVLWLRQ��WKHUH·V�DQ�
HPSKDVLV�RQ�WLPH��DQ�LPSRUWDQW�VRUWHU�RI�WUXH�
SDWKV�DQG�LQWHQWLRQV��7KH����\HDU�WUDQVLWLRQ�
SHULRG�SURYLGHG�WKH�&URZOH\V�D�FKDQFH�WR�
GHWHUPLQH�LI�IDUPLQJ�ZDVQ·W�IRU�WKHP�RU�WKDW�
WKH\�VLPSO\�FRXOGQ·W�JHW�WKHLU�ÀQDQFHV�LQ�RU�
GHU��%HVLGHV��WKRVH�\HDUV�RI�IDUPLQJ�WRJHWKHU�
DOORZHG�WKH�\RXQJHU�FRXSOH�WR�SD\�RII�WKHLU�
GHEWV��EXLOG�XS�VDYLQJV��OLYH�IUXJDOO\�DQG�
UHDOO\�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�IDUP��

´7KH�QLFH�WKLQJ�DERXW�WKHLU�EX\LQJ�WKH�
IDUP�RYHU�WKHUH��WRR��LV�WKDW�LW�JLYHV�WKHP�
SUDFWLFH�LQVWHDG�RI�MXVW�ODQGLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�
ZKROH�KHDS�DOO�DW�RQFH�µ�VD\V�-HDQ��

:LWK�WKH�7KLFNHV·�VSHFLDOL]HG�IDUP�V\V�
WHP��LW�ZDV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�WKHP�WR�ÀQG�VRPH�
RQH�ZKR�ZRXOG�PDQDJH�WKH�ODQG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�
ZD\³QRW�XVLQJ�FKHPLFDOV��DOORZLQJ�WKH�
FDWWOH�WR�URDP�IUHHO\�DQG�WKH�JUDVV�WR�JURZ�
KLJK��&XUUHQWO\��WKH�WZR�SDUWLHV�PDNH�PDQ�
DJHPHQW�GHFLVLRQV�WRJHWKHU��RIWHQ�WKURXJK�
GDLO\�PHHW�XSV�LQ�WKH�EDUQ��,Q�WKH�\HDUV�WR�
FRPH��DQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�DPRXQW�RI�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�
ZLOO�WUDQVIHU�WR�WKH�&URZOH\V�DV�WKH\�OHDUQ�WR�
WDNH�RQ�WKH�ZKROH�RI�WKH�IDUP��

%XW�SHUKDSV�PRVW�LPSRUWDQWO\��WKLV�WUDQVL�

IDUP�LQ�QHDUE\�5LGJHZD\��0LQQ��+H�JUHZ�
XS�LQ�D�VPDOO�1HEUDVND�WRZQ�VXUURXQGHG�
E\�EHHI��FRUQ�DQG�VR\EHDQV��JDLQLQJ�VRPH�
H[SHULHQFH�ZLWK�:LVFRQVLQ�GDLU\�IDUPV�LQ�
FROOHJH�

:KHQ�WKH\�ÀUVW�JRW�PDUULHG��WKH\�MXVW�
ZDQWHG�WR�IDUP�WRJHWKHU��7KLV�ZDV�XQOLNH�WKH�
PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�RWKHU�DJULFXOWXUH�VWXGHQWV�
DW�5LYHU�)DOOV��HYHQ�WKRVH�ZKR�KDG�FRPH�
IURP�IDUPV��´7KH\�ZDQWHG�WKH�MREV�LQ�WKH�
DJ�LQGXVWU\�µ�VD\V�&KDG��´%XW�LI�>DJULFXOWXUH�
JUDGXDWHV@�GRQ·W�JR�EDFN�WR�WKH�IDUP��ZKR�GR�
\RX�WKLQN�WKH�LQGXVWU\�LV�JRLQJ�WR�VHUYLFH�LQ�
WKH�IXWXUH"µ

,Q�ODWH�������WKH�7KLFNHV�KLUHG�WKH�&URZ�
OH\V�WR�ZRUN�WKH�IDUP��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKH\�
EHJDQ�WKH�JUDGXDO�SURFHVV�RI�KDQGLQJ�RYHU�
JUHDWHU�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�WKH�\RXQJHU�FRXSOH��
:RUNLQJ�WKURXJK�D�ODQG�FRQWUDFW�WKDW�DOORZV�
WKH�ODQG�WR�EH�ÀQDQFHG�WKURXJK�WKH�7KLFNHV�
DQG�QRW�D�EDQN��WKH�&URZOH\V�ZRUNHG�DKHDG�
LQ�LQFUHPHQWV��SD\LQJ�RII�VWXGHQW�ORDQV�DQG�
GHEW��0HDQZKLOH��WKH�7KLFNHV��WR�EXLOG�&KDG�
DQG�0HOLVVD·V�DVVHWV��EHJDQ�WR�JLYH�WKHP�
FDOYHV�HYHU\�\HDU�

´,�GLGQ·W�ZDQW�WKHP�WR�FRPH�PHUJLQJ�
ZLWK�XV�LQ�VRPH�ELJ�GHEW�µ�VD\V�$UW��´,�
ZDQWHG�HTXLW\�µ

&KDG�DQG�0HOLVVD��LQ�WKLV�JUDGXDO�ZD\��
HYHQWXDOO\�JRW�WR�WKH�SRLQW�ZKHUH�WKH\�ZHUH�
RQ�HTXDO�IRRWLQJ�ZLWK�$UW�DQG�-HDQ��1RZ�
WKH\�VSOLW�WKH�PLON�FKHFN�DQG�DOO�WKH�H[SHQV�
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QRWLQJ�WKH�GLIÀFXOW\�RI�LQ�IDPLO\�GLVSXWHV�
DQG�LQKHULWDQFH�LVVXHV�

$SDUW�IURP�WKH�ODQG�VDOH�LQ�������WKH�WZR�
IDPLOLHV�KDYHQ·W�GLVFXVVHG�IXUWKHU�WUDQVLWLRQ�
VWHSV�\HW��SDUWLDOO\�EHFDXVH�$UW�VD\V�KH·V�
QRW�UHDG\�WR�VWRS�IDUPLQJ�\HW��+H�GRHVQ·W�
VHH�KLPVHOI�HYHU�OHDYLQJ�WKH�IDUP��LQ�IDFW��
MRNLQJ�WKDW�WKH�&URZOH\V�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�EXLOG�D�
IHQFHG�LQ�\DUG�IRU�KLP�DQG�-HDQ�

%RWK�SDUWLHV�VD\�WKDW�EHIRUH�WKH�WUDQVLWLRQ�
SURFHVV�FDQ�DGYDQFH�IXUWKHU��VRPH�LVVXHV�
H[WHUQDO�WR�WKHLU�RZQ�UHODWLRQV�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�
EH�DGGUHVVHG��2QH�LV�ODQG�SULFHV��$UW�VD\V�
WKH\·UH�ERRPLQJ�LQ�:LQRQD�&RXQW\��ZKHUH�
(QFKDQWHG�0HDGRZV�LV�ORFDWHG��,QÁDWHG�
SULFHV�PDGH�WKH�ODQG�WKH�7KLFNHV�UHFHQWO\�
VROG�WKH�&URZOH\V�RQ�D�FRQWUDFW�IRU�GHHG�
EDVLV�D�KRW�SURSHUW\��EXW�WKH�ROGHU�FRXSOH�
SURYLGHG�D�EUHDN�RQ�WKH�VDOH�SULFH��+RZHYHU��
WKH�ODUJHU�HIIHFW�RI�WKH�EXEEOH�LV�WKDW�PDQ\�
IDUPHUV��QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�FDULQJ�DERXW�WKH�
IXWXUH�RI�WKH�ODQG��ZLOO�VHOO�IRU�WKH�WRS�SULFH��
0RVW�OLNHO\��WKDW�WRS�SULFH�ZLOO�QRW�EH�D�
GHWHUUHQW�WR�GHYHORSHUV�ZKR�KDYH�QR�LQWHUHVW�
LQ�SUHVHUYLQJ�IDUPODQG�

$QRWKHU�EDUULHU��OLQNHG�WR�ODQG�SULFH��LV�
WKH�HVWDWH�WD[��&XUUHQWO\��DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�FDQ�
OHDYH������PLOOLRQ�ZRUWK�RI�HVWDWH�WR�DQ�
LQKHULWRU�ZLWKRXW�EHLQJ�WD[HG�LQ�0LQQHVRWD�
�XQGHU�IHGHUDO�WD[�ODZ��WKDW�DPRXQW�LV�������
PLOOLRQ���7KDW�HVWDWH�H[HPSWLRQ�LQ�0LQQH�
VRWD�ZLOO�ULVH�WR����PLOOLRQ�E\�������EXW�$UW�
UHPDLQV�ZRUULHG�WKDW�WKH�LQÁDWHG�ODQG�SULFHV�

ZLOO�GLVDOORZ�VRPH�IURP�SDVVLQJ�RQ�WKHLU�
IDUPV�DW�D�UHDVRQDEOH�SULFH�

´:H·UH�FRPSHWLQJ�DJDLQVW�WKH�ELJ�JX\V�
ZKR�KDYH�PRQH\��MXVW�JR�RXW�DQG�EX\�
IDUPV�µ�KH�VD\V��´7KDW·V�ZKDW·V�JRLQJ�WR�
GHVWUR\�DJULFXOWXUH�PRUH�WKDQ�DQ\WKLQJ«�
,I�,�FKDUJH�&KDG�DQG�0HOLVVD����PLOOLRQ�
IRU�WKH�IDUP��KRZ�ORQJ�DUH�WKH\�JRLQJ�WR�EH�
IDUPLQJ"�7KH\�DUHQ·W�JRLQJ�WR�EH�IDUPLQJ��,W�
FDQ·W�EH�GRQH�µ

The Landing
7KH�WKUHH�&URZOH\�NLGV�UXVK�WR�WKH�EDUQ�

RQ�D�VXPPHU�GD\��-HVVLFD�VZLQJV�RQ�WKH�URSH�
WLHG�WR�WKH�FHQWUDO�EHDP�DQG�(ULQ�KRLVWV�XS�
WZR�RI�WKH�PDQ\�EDUQ�NLWWHQV��7KHQ�WKH\·UH�
RII�DJDLQ��GRZQ�WKH�KLOO�DQG�EHORZ�WKH�EDUQ�
ZKHUH�WKH�FKLFNHQV�VWUXW�DERXW��$V�'\ODQ�
SRLQWV�RXW�WKH�RQH�ZLWK�WKH�IXQQ\�OHJ��$UW��
&KDG�DQG�0HOLVVD�ORRN�RQ�ZLWK�D�JULQ��

7KLV�LV�$UW·V�IDPLO\�IDUP��2XW�RI�KLJK�
VFKRRO��KH�WKRXJKW�KH·G�JHW�DZD\��+H�
ZRUNHG�IRU�DQ�DLU�FRQGLWLRQLQJ�IDFWRU\��DQG�
KH�WKRXJKW�DERXW�IXUWKHU�VFKRROLQJ��EXW�KH�
VDZ�WKDW�OLIH�RII�RI�WKH�ODQG�ZDVQ·W�IRU�KLP��

´2QFH�\RX�OLYH�RQ�WKH�IDUP��WKHQ�OLYH�LQ�
WRZQ��ZRUN�LQ�WKH�IDFWRU\�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�SHRSOH�
WKDW�GRQ·W�OLNH�WKHLU�MREV���WKDW·V�QRW�IXQ�µ�
VD\V�$UW��´,�WKLQN�LW·V�LPSRUWDQW�SHRSOH�KDYH�
D�MRE�WKH\�OLNH«�<RX�GRQ·W�KDYH�WR�ORRN�
RXW�IRU�VR�PDQ\�WKLQJV�WR�HQWHUWDLQ�\RXUVHOI�
EHFDXVH�\RXU�OLIH·V�SUHWW\�ZHOO�HQWHUWDLQLQJ�
\RX�µ

$UW�DGRUHV�WKH�ODQG��+H�JORZV�DV�KH�WDONV�
DERXW�WKH�VFDUOHW�WDQDJHUV�QHDU�KLV�SRQG��
WKH�VPDOO�FDYH�WKDW�KH�DQG�KLV�EURWKHU�XVHG�

WR�H[SORUH�RQ�WKH�HGJH�RI�WKH�KLOO��DQG�WKH�
PRUHOV�WKDW�PDJLFDOO\�DSSHDU�HYHU\�VSULQJ��
(YHU\WKLQJ�KH�QHHGV�LV�ULJKW�KHUH�

$V�KH�WROG�WKH�&URZOH\V�ZKHQ�WKH\�ÀUVW�
DUULYHG�RQ�WKH�IDUP��WKHUH�DUH�RQO\�WKUHH�
UXOHV��NHHS�LW�VLPSOH��NHHS�LW�VLPSOH��NHHS�
LW�VLPSOH��6R�IDU�LW�DSSHDUV�WKDW�&KDG�DQG�
0HOLVVD�DUH�IROORZLQJ�WKHVH�UXOHV�DQG�ZLOO�
IROORZ�LQ�WKH�7KLFNHV·�IRRWVWHSV�

´:H·UH�FRPPLWWHG�QRZ�µ�VD\V�0HOLVVD��
DGGLQJ�WKDW�WKLV�SURFHVV�KDV�SURYLGHG�D�WHP�
SODWH�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�IDPLO\�WR�VRPHGD\�ÀQG�
´VRPHRQH�ZKR�ZDQWV�WR�IDUP�LW�WKLV�ZD\�DQG�
FDUU\�RQ�µ

´7KH�ODQG�SURYLGHV�D�ZD\�RI�OLIH�IRU�XV��
VR�WKDW·V�ZKDW�\RX·YH�JRW�WR�YDOXH�µ�VD\V�
&KDG��´:LWKRXW�WKH�ODQG�DQG�ZLWKRXW�WKH�
SUDFWLFHV�WKDW�ZH�GR��ZH�SUREDEO\�ZRXOGQ·W�
EH�D�VXFFHVVIXO�GDLU\�µ

7KH�WKUHH�PLOH�VLGH�URDG�OHDGLQJ�WR�(Q�
FKDQWHG�0HDGRZV�ZDV�RQFH�KRPH�WR�HLJKW�
GDLULHV�³�QRZ�WKH�FORVHVW�PLJKW�EH����PLOHV�
DZD\��7KH�IDUPLQJ�WUHQG�LQFUHDVLQJO\�IDYRUV�
ELJJHU�IDUPV��EXW�$UW�DQG�-HDQ�VD\�WKHUH�FDQ�
EH�D�IXWXUH�ZLWK�JUD]LQJ�IDUPV�OLNH�WKLV��$QG�
DW�OHDVW�IRU�WKH�7KLFNH�IDUP��WKH�IXWXUH�LV�
QRZ�D�OLWWOH�ELW�FOHDUHU�

´%HLQJ�VXVWDLQDEOH�LVQ·W�MXVW�RQH�JHQHUD�
WLRQ�³�LW·V�JRW�WR�EH�KDQGHG�GRZQ�WKURXJK�µ�
VD\V�-HDQ��´,W�GRHVQ·W�KDYH�WR�EH�ZLWK�UHOD�
WLYHV��,W�MXVW�KDV�WR�EH�ZLWK�IDPLO\��DQG�ZH·UH�
D�IDPLO\�µ�S

Matt Grimley served a Land Stewardship 

Project journalism internship during the 

summer of 2014.

Besides an organic dairy operation, Enchanted Meadows is home to breathtaking scenery as well as grassland and 
woodland wildlife habitat. That makes it especially critical to the Thickes that it’s passed on to beginning farmers 
who are good stewards as well as good business managers. “Being sustainable isn’t just one generation — it’s got to 
be handed down through,” says Jean. (Photo by Matt Grimley�

…Outside from page 20
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 Farm Transitions

Sell the Farm,�VHH�SDJH���«

Don’t Sell the Farm  
Without Talking to Me
By Matt Grimley

Rick and Janet Dale originally moved onto a piece of land in 
northwestern Wisconsin just to have a place where they could 
put down roots. Today, they have a thriving farm business they 
are transitioning to their three children.��Photo by Matt Grimley�

%DFN�LQ�WKH�����V��DOO�5LFN�DQG�
-DQHW�'DOH�NQHZ�ZDV�WKDW�WKH\�
ZHUH�WLUHG�RI�PRYLQJ��-DQHW�ZDV�

UDLVHG�RQ�D�PLVVLRQ�LQ�3DSXD�1HZ�*XLQHD�
DQG�VXEMHFWHG�WR�D�ERDUGLQJ�VFKRRO�HGXFD�
WLRQ�LQ�$XVWUDOLD��5LFN·V�IDWKHU�FKDQJHG�MREV�
IUHTXHQWO\�LQ�0LQQHVRWD��RIWHQ�
XSURRWLQJ�KLV�IDPLO\�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�
RI�D�VFKRRO�\HDU�DV�WKH\�PRYHG�
IURP�FRPPXQLW\�WR�FRPPXQLW\��
(DJHU�WR�VWDUW�WKHLU�RZQ�IDPLO\�DI�
WHU�VSHQGLQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�ÀYH�\HDUV�RI�
WKHLU�PDUULDJH�PRYLQJ�IUHTXHQWO\��
5LFN�DQG�-DQHW�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�WKH\�
ZDQWHG�´URRWV�µ

2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��WKH�ORFDWLRQ�
WKH\�FKRVH�WR�VHW�GRZQ�WKRVH�
URRWV³�LW·V�MXVW�RYHU�WKH�KLOO�
IURP�%D\ÀHOG��:LV���DQG�/DNH�
6XSHULRU³�KDV�HYROYHG�LQWR�QRW�
RQO\�D�VWDEOH�KRPH�SODFH�EXW�D�
WKULYLQJ�EHUU\�SURGXFWLRQ�EXVL�
QHVV��+LJKODQG�9DOOH\�)DUP��2Q�D�
UHFHQW�VXPPHU�GD\��5LFN�SRLQWV�WR�
D�FOHDULQJ�ZLWK�D�ÀUH�SLW�ZKHUH�KH�
DQG�-DQHW�FDPSHG�ZKHQ�WKH\�DU�
ULYHG�KHUH�LQ������WR�PDNH�D�QHZ�
EHJLQQLQJ��1RQH�RI�WKH�GHYHORS�
PHQW�WKDW�LV�+LJKODQG�9DOOH\�)DUP�
WRGD\�³�WKH�KRXVH��WKH�RXWEXLOG�
LQJV��WKH�HVWDEOLVKHG�SODQWDWLRQV�RI�
SHUHQQLDO�IUXLWV�³�ZDV�KHUH��7KH\�
EXLOW�LW�DOO�IURP�VFUDWFK�

+LJKODQG�9DOOH\��ZZZ�
ED\ÀHOGEOXHV�FRP��QRZ�VHOOV�
KRQH\�DQG�PDSOH�V\UXS�DQG�FURSV�
���DFUHV�RI�EOXHEHUULHV��UDVSEHU�
ULHV�DQG�FXUUDQWV�RQ����DFUHV��
7KH�'DOHV�PDUNHW�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�
WKHLU�IUHVK�DQG�IUR]HQ�EHUULHV�WR�
UHJLRQDO�GLVWULEXWRUV�DQG�SURFHV�
VRUV��7KH�UHPDLQGHU�LV�VROG�UHWDLO�DW�WKH�IDUP�
RU�VHOI�GLVWULEXWHG�WR�ORFDO�UHWDLO�RXWOHWV�DQG�
UHVWDXUDQWV��,Q�WKH�PLGVW�RI�WUDQVLWLRQLQJ�
WKHLU�EXVLQHVV�WR�WKHLU�WKUHH�NLGV��WKH�'DOHV�
VTXHH]H�WKUHH�DQG�D�KDOI�IDPLO\�LQFRPHV�RXW�
RI�WKHVH�DFUHV��7KDW�VXFFHVV�GLGQ·W�KDSSHQ�
RYHUQLJKW³LW�ZDV�\HDUV�LQ�WKH�PDNLQJ��

Making a Business
-DQHW��D�UHJLVWHUHG�QXUVH��LQLWLDOO\�ZRUNHG�

IXOO�WLPH�DW�D�KRVSLWDO�LQ�WKH�DUHD��7KDW�
VRXUFH�RI�LQFRPH�IUHHG�XS�5LFN�WR�EXLOG�
WKH�KRXVH�DQG�VWDUW�D�JDUGHQ��ZKLFK�TXLFNO\�
JUHZ�D�VXUSOXV��7KH\�VWDUWHG�VHOOLQJ�WKDW�
ERRQ��DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�KRQH\�FURS�IURP�5LFN·V�
DSLDU\��:KHQ�-DQHW·V�SDUHQWV�ERXJKW�ODQG�
LQ�WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG�DV�D�SODFH�WR�UHWLUH��

WKH\�DVNHG�WKH�'DOHV�WR�VKDUH�D�WKUHH�DFUH�
HQWHUSULVH�RI�HVWDEOLVKHG�UHG�UDVSEHUULHV�RQ�
WKH�QHZO\�DFTXLUHG�ODQG��)RU�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�
WKH\�JUHZ�DQG�VROG�UDVSEHUULHV�DV�D�SDUW�WLPH�
HQGHDYRU��ZKLOH�SODQWLQJ�DGGLWLRQDO�EHUU\�
DFUHDJH�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�ODQG��5LFN�HYHQWXDOO\�
EHJDQ�WHDFKLQJ�FRPPHUFLDO�KRUWLFXOWXUH�
SDUW�WLPH�DW�WKH�WHFKQLFDO�FROOHJH�LQ�$VKODQG��

:LV��2QH�GD\��DV�KH�ZDV�GULYLQJ�WR�KLV�MRE�
DW�WKH�FROOHJH��KH�SDVVHG�WKH�IDUP·V�KLUHG�
KHOS�DUULYLQJ�IRU�ZRUN��,Q�WKDW�DZNZDUG�
PRPHQW��5LFN�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�KH�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�
DQ�RII�IDUP�MRE�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�SD\�WKH�ZDJHV�
RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZHUH�JRLQJ�WR�GR�WKH�ZRUN�RQ�
KLV�IDUP�WKDW�GD\³ZRUN�KH�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�D�
SDUW�RI��:KHQ�KH�FDPH�KRPH�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�
WKH�GD\��KH�VKDUHG�KLV�HSLSKDQ\�ZLWK�-DQHW��
+H�ZDV�VHDVRQDOO\�FRQWUDFWHG�DW�WKH�FROOHJH�
ZLWKRXW�WHQXUH�DQG�EHQHÀWV��DQG�KH�ZDV�DOVR�
ZRUNLQJ�D�IDUP�WKDW�E\�LWVHOI�FRXOGQ·W�VXS�
SRUW�WKH�IDPLO\·V�OLYHOLKRRG��6RPHWKLQJ�KDG�
WR�FKDQJH���

7KH�FKRLFH�ZDV�IRU�5LFN�WR�DSSO\�WKH�
EXVLQHVV�SODQQLQJ�DQG�FRPPHUFLDO�KRUWL�
FXOWXUH�OHVVRQV�WKDW�KH�ZDV�WHDFKLQJ�DW�WKH�
FROOHJH�WR�KLV�RZQ�IDUP�SODQ�LQ�DQ�HIIRUW�
WR�FUHDWH�D�PRUH�VXVWDLQLQJ�DQG�VXVWDLQDEOH�
IDPLO\�IDUP�EXVLQHVV��-DQHW�ZDV�FKDUJHG�
ZLWK�FRPELQJ�WKH�IDPLO\�ÀQDQFLDO�UHFRUGV�WR�

GHWHUPLQH�ZKDW�QHW�LQFRPH�WKH�IDP�
LO\�QHHGHG�IRU�DQ�DFFHSWDEOH�VWDQGDUG�
RI�OLYLQJ��,W�KDG�WR�LQFOXGH�FRQWULEX�
WLRQV�WR�FROOHJH�HGXFDWLRQV�IRU�WKHLU�
FKLOGUHQ��D�UHWLUHPHQW�SODQ��IDPLO\�
KHDOWK�FDUH��DQG�DOO�WKH�QHFHVVLWLHV�
IRU�D�VHFXUH�OLIHVW\OH��

7KH�HPHUJLQJ�EXVLQHVV�SODQ��
5LFN�UHFDOOV��UHYHDOHG��´:KDW�FURSV��
JURZQ�DW�ZKDW�FRVW��VROG�DW�ZKDW�
SULFH��ZRXOG�JHW�XV�WR�-DQHW·V�ERWWRP�
OLQH��:H�EHFDPH�IDUPHUV�IRU�WKH�
IDPLO\�OLIHVW\OH�WKDW�IDUPLQJ�DIIRUGV�
XV��QRW�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�PRQH\��DQG�
\HW�ZH�ZRXOGQ·W�EH�KHUH�WRGD\�LI�ZH�
KDGQ·W�GHYHORSHG�D�VRXQG�EXVL�
QHVV�SODQ�WKDW�ORRNV�DW�MXVW�WKDW��WKH�
PRQH\�µ�

:LWK�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�EXVLQHVV�
SODQ�WR�DFKLHYH�´-DQHW·V�ERWWRP�
OLQH�µ�WKHLU�H[LVWLQJ�HTXLW\�ZDV�VXI�
ÀFLHQW�WR�OHYHUDJH�D�FRPPHUFLDO�ORDQ�
IURP�WKH�ORFDO�EDQN�WR�ÀQDQFH�WKH�
QHFHVVDU\�H[SDQVLRQ�DQG�LPSURYH�
PHQWV���$WWUDFWHG�WR�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�
XWLOL]LQJ�SHUHQQLDO�SODQW�V\VWHPV�
DV�PXFK�DV�SRVVLEOH��5LFN�GHFLGHG�
WR�JURZ�EOXHEHUULHV�LQ�D�SHUPDQHQW�
VRG�FXOWXUH��<HDUV�RI�SUH�SURGXFWLYH�
ZRUN�ZHUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�FRQGLWLRQ�WKH�
VRLO��SXW�LUULJDWLRQ�V\VWHPV�LQ�SODFH�
DQG�SODQW�PRUH�WKDQ��������EXVKHV��
7R�FRPH�LQWR�VLJQLÀFDQW�SURGXF�
WLRQ��D�EOXHEHUU\�EXVK�UHTXLUHV�ÀYH�
\HDUV��DQG�DQRWKHU����WR����\HDUV�DUH�

UHTXLUHG�EHIRUH�WKH�SODQWV�UHDOL]H�WKHLU�SHDN�
\LHOG�SRWHQWLDO���

´5HJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKDW�LV�EHLQJ�SURGXFHG��
IDUPLQJ�LV�D�FDSLWDO�LQWHQVLYH�EXVLQHVV��6WDUW�
XS�IDUPHUV�KDYH�WR�PDNH�WUHPHQGRXV�LQSXWV�
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              See & Hear
,Q� D� VKRUW�/63�YLGHR��5LFN�'DOH� WDONV�

DERXW�SUHSDULQJ�D�IDUP�WUDQVLWLRQV�́ WRRONLWµ��
ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�XVHU�/6312:�

(YHQWXDOO\�0DJGDOHQ�GHFLGHG�WR�FRPH�
KRPH�DV�ZHOO��

7R�IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�WUDQVLWLRQ�SURFHVV��WKH�
'DOHV�LQFRUSRUDWHG�WKH�IDUP��see sidebar on 

page 24���QHJRWLDWHG�MRE�GHVFULSWLRQV�ZLWK�
WKH�NLGV��DQG�EHJDQ�WR�JLYH�RZQHUVKLS�VKDUHV�
WR�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�HYHU\�&KULVWPDV��JLIWLQJ�

URXJKO\�ZKDW�YDOXH�WKH�8�6��
,QWHUQDO�5HYHQXH�6HUYLFH�
ZRXOG�DOORZ�EHIRUH�LPSRVLQJ�
WD[HV��7KLV�ZD\��LQFUHPHQ�
WDOO\��WKH�ROGHU�JHQHUDWLRQ�LV�
OHWWLQJ�JR�DQG�WKH�\RXQJHU�
JHQHUDWLRQ�LV�WDNLQJ�FRQWURO���

-RQ�LV�WKH�JHQHUDO�PDQ�
DJHU��UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�ÀQDQFHV�
DQG�WKH�EXGJHW��FRPPHUFLDO�
DFFRXQWV��PDUNHWLQJ�DQG�
SRVW�KDUYHVW�RSHUDWLRQV��
&KULV�LV�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�PDQ�
DJHU��VXSHUYLVHV�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�
ÀHOGV��DQG�PDLQWDLQV�HTXLS�
PHQW��0DJGDOHQ�LV�UHVSRQ�
VLEOH�IRU�KXPDQ�UHVRXUFHV��
SURPRWLRQ��DQG�RQ�IDUP�UHWDLO�
VDOHV��-DQHW�KDV�UHPDLQHG�DV�
WKH�RIÀFH�PDQDJHU��SD\�
LQJ�WKH�ELOOV�DQG�PDQDJLQJ�
WKH�SD\UROO��$V�SUHVLGHQW�RI�
+LJKODQG�9DOOH\�)DUP��5LFN�
IXQFWLRQV�DV�DQ�DGYLVHU�DQG�

KHOSV�ZKHQ�DQG�ZKHUH�KH�FDQ�
´$OWKRXJK�,·P�WKH�RQO\�RQH�QRW�JHWWLQJ�

D�VDODU\��,�OLNH�WR�UHPLQG�WKHP�WKDW�,�FDQ�ÀUH�
DQ\�RQH�RI�WKHP�DW�DQ\�WLPH�µ�KH�VD\V�ZLWK�
D�ODXJK��$V�VWRFNKROGHUV��WKH�ÀYH�IDPLO\�
PHPEHUV�DUH�WKH�IDUP�FRUSRUDWLRQ·V�ERDUG�RI�
GLUHFWRUV��5LFN�VHUYHV�DV�FKDLU�RI�WKH�ERDUG�

5LFN�VD\V�RQH�RI�WKH�EHVW�WKLQJV�KH�DQG�
-DQHW�GLG�ZDV�WR�QRW�LQFRUSRUDWH�WKH�UHDO�
HVWDWH��RQO\�WKH�EXVLQHVV�DQG�LWV�DVVHWV��7KH�
HOGHU�'DOHV�VWLOO�KROG�WLWOH�WR�WKH�ODQG�DQG�
EXLOGLQJV��WKH�WZR�RI�WKHP�UHQW�WKH�ODQG�DQG�
LWV�IDFLOLWLHV�WR�+LJKODQG�9DOOH\�)DUP��,QF��LQ�
WKH�IRUP�RI�D�´WULSOH�QHW�OHDVH�µ�7KH�DQQXDO�
UHQW�SURYLGHV�5LFN�DQG�-DQHW�D�UHWXUQ�RQ�WKHLU�
OLIHORQJ�LQYHVWPHQW��ZKLFK�VXSSOHPHQWV�WKHLU�
PRQWKO\�6RFLDO�6HFXULW\�FKHFN�DV�UHWLUHPHQW�
LQFRPH��7KLV�DUUDQJHPHQW�DOVR�SURYLGHV�
WKH�FKLOGUHQ�WKH�IUHHGRP�WR�GHIHU�PDNLQJ�D�
OLIHWLPH�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�WKH�IDUP��6KRXOG�
WKH\�GHFLGH�WKH\�GRQ·W�ZDQW�WR�IDUP�DQ\�
PRUH��WKH\·OO�VWLOO�KDYH�DQ�RZQHUVKLS�VWDNH�
LQ�WKH�DVVHWV�RI�WKH�IDUP��ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�VROG��
%XW�LI�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�VWLFN�DURXQG��WKH\�KDYH�

Everything—from the buildings to the thousands of blueberry bushes—was started 
from scratch on Highland Valley Farm. ´Regardless of what is being produced, 
farming is a capital-intensive business. Start-up farmers have to make tremendous 
inputs up-front in the early years,” says Rick Dale.��Photo by Matt Grimley�

“My job is to get out of the 
way,” says Dale. (Photo by 

Matt Grimley�

Sell the Farm,�VHH�SDJH���«

XS�IURQW�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�\HDUV�µ�VD\V�5LFN��
7R�5LFN��EHLQJ�ÀQDQFLDOO\�VROYHQW�LV�MXVW�

DV�LPSRUWDQW�DV�EHLQJ�HFRORJLFDOO\�VRXQG��+H�
HPSKDVL]HV�WKDW�IDUPLQJ�FDQ·W�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�
VXFFHVVIXO�RU�VXVWDLQDEOH�LI�LW·V�RQO\�GRQH�
LQ�WKH�VKRUW�WHUP��´7KHUH·V�QR�VXFK�WKLQJ�DV�
IDUPLQJ�IRU�D�\HDU�µ�KH�VD\V��´)DUPLQJ�LV�
VRPHWKLQJ�\RX�FRPH�WR�IRU�D�OLIHWLPH��7KH�
EHVW�IDUPLQJ�LV�GRQH�RYHU�JHQHUDWLRQV�µ��

+H�FRQFHGHV��WKRXJK��WKDW�IHZHU�IDUP�
HUV�DUH�WKLQNLQJ�WKLV�ZD\����DQG�PD\EH�WKDW·V�
ZK\�LW�ZDV�VR�LPSRUWDQW�WR�KLP�ZKHQ�KLV�
FKLOGUHQ�FKRVH�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�IDUP�

The Legacy
5LFN��QRZ�����FRQVLGHUV�KLPVHOI�´UHWLUHGµ�

�DV�UHWLUHG�DV�D�IDUPHU�FDQ�EH�ZKR�LV�VWLOO�DW�
KRPH�RQ�WKH�IDUP���7KH�PRYH�ZDVQ·W�VRPH�
WKLQJ�KH�FDPH�WR�RYHUQLJKW��:KHQ�WKH�NLGV�
ZHUH�JRLQJ�WKURXJK�VFKRRO��WKH\�HDFK�LQ�WXUQ�
ZHUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�KHOS�RQ�WKH�IDUP��%XW�ZKHQ�
WKH\�EHFDPH�UHVWOHVV�IRU�D�GLIIHUHQW�H[SHUL�
HQFH��WKH�'DOHV�GLGQ·W�SXW�WKHP�RQ�D�´EDOO�
DQG�FKDLQ�µ�

´)O\�µ�5LFN�WROG�WKHP��´:H�FDQ�KLUH�
VRPHRQH�WR�GR�ZKDW�\RX·YH�EHHQ�GRLQJ�µ�

6R�WKH�NLGV�ZLQJHG�LW�WR�$XVWUDOLD��-DSDQ��
0LQQHDSROLV��6HDWWOH��2KLR��&KLFDJR�DQG�
RWKHU�SODFHV��7KH\�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQGHSHQGHQW�
OLYHV��7KHQ��KRPH�IRU�&KULVWPDV�LQ�������WKH�
ROGHVW�VRQ��-RQ��DVNHG�KLV�IDWKHU�LI�WKH\�FRXOG�
WDON��´'DG��\RX·UH�JHWWLQJ�NLQG�RI�ROG��<RX�
PXVW�EH�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�UHWLUHPHQW�µ�-RQ�VDLG��
´:KDWHYHU�LW�LV�\RX·UH�WKLQNLQJ��SOHDVH�GRQ·W�
VHOO�WKH�IDUP�EHIRUH�WDONLQJ�WR�PH�µ�

-RQ�ZDVQ·W�UHDG\�WR�FRPH�KRPH�MXVW�\HW��
EXW�WKH�VHHG�KDG�EHHQ�SODQWHG��

,W�ZDV�DERXW�WKLV�WLPH�WKDW�5LFN�EHJDQ�
WR�YROXQWHHU�LQ�KLV�RII�VHDVRQ�WR�FRQVXOW�IRU�

WKH�8�6��$JHQF\�IRU�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�'HYHO�
RSPHQW��ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�IDUPHUV�RYHUVHDV��
:KHQ�KH�ZDV�RIIHUHG�D�ODUJHU�SDLG�SRVLWLRQ�
GHYHORSLQJ�D�EHUU\�LQGXVWU\�LQ�WKH�5HSXEOLF�
RI�*HRUJLD��KH�UHDOL]HG�LW�ZRXOG�UHTXLUH�KLV�
IXOO�DWWHQWLRQ��5LFN�DQG�-DQHW�KDG�DOZD\V�
HQYLVLRQHG�D�OLIH�DIWHU�WKH�IDUP��ZKDW�WKH\�
FDOOHG�D�´WKLUG�FDUHHU�µ�DQG�EHFDXVH�KH�NQHZ�
WKH�NLGV�ZDQWHG�EDFN�LQ��WKLV�ZDV�DQ�RSSRU�
WXQLW\�IRU�WUDQVLWLRQ��5LFN�VHQW�WKH�NLGV�DQ�
H�PDLO�RIIHULQJ�VDODULHG�PDQDJHPHQW�SRVL�
WLRQV�RQ�WKH�IDPLO\�IDUP��&KULV��WKH�PLGGOH�
FKLOG��ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�WR�UHVSRQG��KH�ZDV�HDJHU�
WR�WDNH�WKH�MRE��-RQ��ZKR�KDG�H[SUHVVHG�DQ�
HDUOLHU�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�IDUP��
QHHGHG�WR�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�
ZHOO��:KHQ�5LFN�LQIRUPHG�
&KULV�WKDW�WKH�WZR�RI�WKHP�
ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�PDNH�WKH�
GHFLVLRQ��&KULV�ORRNHG�EDFN�
DW�KLP�DQG�VPLOHG��´,·G�
ORYH�WR�KDYH�P\�EURWKHU�IRU�
D�SDUWQHU�µ�KH�VDLG��

1RW�WR�EH�OHIW�RXW��
GDXJKWHU�0DJGDOHQ�GH�
FLGHG�VKH�ZDQWHG�LQ��WRR��´,�
ZDVQ·W�D�YHU\�JRRG�IDUPHU�
ZKHQ�,�ZDV�D�NLG�µ�VKH�UH�
FDOOV��KHU�IDWKHU�DGGLQJ�WKDW�
VKH·G�VRPHWLPHV�OD\�LQ�WKH�
EHUU\�URZV�UHDGLQJ�D�ERRN�
RU�ZDWFKLQJ�WKH�FORXGV��

0DJGDOHQ�KDG�VWXGLHG�
(QJOLVK�DQG�ZRPHQ·V�
VWXGLHV�DW�2EHUOLQ�&ROOHJH�
LQ�2KLR��´'DG�DOZD\V�VDLG�
VWXG\�ZKDW�\RX·UH�SDV�
VLRQDWH�DERXW�DQG�LW�ZLOO�
OHDG�\RX�WR�ZRUN�\RX�ZLOO�ZDQW�WR�GR��'RQ·W�
ZRUU\�LI�LW�VHHPV�OLNH�LW�GRHVQ·W�FRQQHFW�µ�
VKH�UHFDOOV��UHSHDWLQJ�KLV�ZRUGV��´8OWLPDWHO\��
LW�ZLOO�µ��
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TKH�'DOHV�WXUQHG�WKHLU�IDUP�LQWR�D�FRUSRUDWLRQ�VR�WKDW�WKH\�FRXOG�SDVV�WKH�EXVLQHVV�WR�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�LQFUHPHQWDOO\�RYHU�WLPH�LQ�HTXDO�
VKDUHV��6HYHUDO�IRUPV�RI�LQFRUSRUDWLRQ�DUH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�D�IDUP�EXVLQHVV��7KH�VLPSOHU�OLPLWHG�OLDELOLW\�FRUSRUDWLRQ��DOVR�FDOOHG�DQ�//&��

LV�UHJXODWHG�PXFK�OLNH�D�VROH�SURSULHWRUVKLS�H[FHSW�WKDW�PRVW�SHUVRQDO�DVVHWV�DUH�SURWHFWHG�IURP�EXVLQHVV�OLDELOLW\��7KH�&�FRUSRUDWLRQ�LV�DQ�
HQWLW\�XQWR�LWVHOI��+LJKODQG�9DOOH\�)DUP�LV�DQ�6�FRUSRUDWLRQ��$Q�6�FRUSRUDWLRQ�GLIIHUV�IURP�D�&�FRUSRUDWLRQ�LQ�WKDW�LW�LV�QRW�VXEMHFW�WR�LQFRPH�
WD[HV��&RUSRUDWH�HDUQLQJV�RU�ORVVHV�IRU�DQ�6�FRUSRUDWLRQ�DUH�SDVVHG�WKURXJK�WR�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�RZQHUV�LQ�SURSRUWLRQ�WR�WKHLU�KROGLQJV�DQG�DUH�
UHSRUWHG�DV�SDUW�RI�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO·V�SHUVRQDO�LQFRPH�WD[HV��7KLV�PHDQV�IRU�IDPLO\�EXVLQHVVHV��ZKHUH�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�PD\�EH�ERWK�RZQHUV�
DQG�HPSOR\HHV��WKH�GRXEOH�WD[DWLRQ�RI�EXVLQHVV�DQG�SHUVRQDO�HDUQLQJV�LV�DYRLGHG���

´2XU�UHDVRQV�IRU�LQFRUSRUDWLRQ�KDYH�PRUH�WR�GR�ZLWK�WUDQVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�EXVLQHVV�WR�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�WKDQ�LW�KDV�WR�GR�ZLWK�OLDELOLW\�µ�VD\V�
5LFN�'DOH��´7KH�6�FRUS�EXVLQHVV�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RSWLRQ�JLYHV�XV�PRUH�WRROV�WR�HQDEOH�XV�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�WKLV�JRDO�µ

'DOH�WDONHG�WR�OHJDO�DQG�ÀQDQFLDO�SURIHVVLRQDOV�EHIRUH�LQFRUSRUDWLQJ�WKH�IDUP��+H�UHFRPPHQGV�DOZD\V�FRQVXOWLQJ�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�EHIRUH�
HQJDJLQJ�LQ�WKH�GHOLFDWH��\HDUV�ORQJ�SURFHVV�RI�IDUP�EXVLQHVV�WUDQVLWLRQ��$GGLWLRQDO�PDWHULDOV�UHJDUGLQJ�LQFRUSRUDWLRQ�DQG�RWKHU�PRGHV�RI�
IDUP� WUDQVLWLRQ�FDQ�EH� IRXQG�RQOLQH�DW� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0LQQHVRWD·V�([WHQVLRQ�ZHEVLWH��ZZZ�H[WHQVLRQ�XPQ�HGX�DJULFXOWXUH�EXVLQHVV��
IDUP�WUDQVIHU�HVWDWH�SODQQLQJ��IDUP�WUDQVIHU�

 Incorporation as a Farm Transition Tool

Rick Dale with his daughter Magdalen and grandson 
Oscar. “We work at this,” says Magdalen. “Every re-
lationship takes work. This does, too.”��Photo by Matt 

Grimley�

…Sell the Farm, from page 23

WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�SXUFKDVH�WKH�IDUP�UHDO�
HVWDWH�DW�DQ\�IXWXUH�GDWH�IURP�WKHLU�SDUHQWV��
VLQJO\�RU�LQ�SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�WKHLU�VLEOLQJV��
$�ODQG�FRQWUDFW�FRXOG�PDNH�VXFK�D�SXUFKDVH�
IHDVLEOH��7KH�UHQW�IURP�WKH�FRUSRUDWLRQ�QRZ�
SDLG�WR�WKH�QHZ�RZQHUV�ZRXOG�PDNH�ODQG�
SD\PHQWV�WR�WKH�SDUHQWV�SRVVLEOH��$Q\�ZD\�
DURXQG�LW��WKH�NLGV�DUH�JXDUDQWHHG�D�MRE�LI�
WKH\�ZDQW�LW�DQG�WKHLU�IDLU�VKDUH�RI�DQ�LQKHUL�
WDQFH��ZKLOH�5LFN�DQG�-DQHW�DUH�DIIRUGHG�D�
VHFXUH�UHWLUHPHQW�

,W�WRRN�D�ORW�RI�UHVHDUFK��HGXFDWLRQ��DQG�
GLVFXVVLRQ�WR�GHYHORS�WKLV�SODQ��WR�DYRLG�
ZKDW�5LFN�FDOOV�´WKH�WUDJHGLHV�RI�IDUP�WUDQVL�
WLRQ�µ�3HRSOH�QHHG�WR�WKLQN�WKURXJK�WKH�PDQ\�
VFHQDULRV�WKDW�FDQ�DIIHFW�WKHLU�IDUP�EXVLQHVV�
WUDQVLWLRQ�SODQV��KH�LQVLVWV��6RPH�EHOLHYH�
WKH\�FDQ�VLPSO\�SDVV�WKH�IDUP�WR�WKHLU�LQ�
WHQGHG�KHLUV�WKURXJK�LQKHULWDQFH��,W�PD\�QHY�
HU�JHW�WKDW�IDU��5LFN�FLWHV�XQIRUHVHHQ�HYHQWV�
WKDW�FDQ�PXGGOH�WKH�EHVW�RI�LQWHQWLRQV��DQG�
ZLWK�VR�PDQ\�RSWLRQV�IRU�WUDQVIHUDO��D�IDUPHU�
VKRXOG�OHYHUDJH�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�DYDLODEOH�

7KH�'DOHV�VWDUWHG�FRQWDFWLQJ�IDUP�WUDQVL�
WLRQ�SURIHVVLRQDOV�LQ������DQG�WKH\�HYHQWX�
DOO\�DWWHQGHG�D�IDUP�VXFFHVVLRQ�VHPLQDU�RI�
IHUHG�E\�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0LQQHVRWD�([WHQVLRQ�
DV�SDUW�RI�D�UHJLRQDO�IDUP�FRQIHUHQFH���7KH\�
VRXJKW�FRXQVHO�IURP�D�NQRZOHGJHDEOH�DWWRU�
QH\�DQG�LQYROYHG�WKH�IDUP·V�WD[�DFFRXQWDQW��

$W����DFUHV��+LJKODQG�9DOOH\�)DUP�LV�
DOUHDG\�D�VPDOO�DJULFXOWXUDO�EXVLQHVV�E\�WR�
GD\·V�VWDQGDUGV��5LFN�DQG�-DQHW�EHOLHYH�WKDW�
LI�WKHLU�ODQG�LV�WR�UHPDLQ�YLDEOH�DV�D�IDUP�IRU�
IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV��LW�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�NHHS�LW�
ZKROH��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�WKH\�VROG�D�FRQVHUYD�
WLRQ�HDVHPHQW�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�QHYHU�EH�
VXEGLYLGHG��WKH�HDVHPHQW�ZDV�PDGH�DYDLO�
DEOH�WKURXJK�WKH�SDUWQHUVKLS�RI�D�ORFDO�ODQG�
WUXVW�DQG�WKH�86'$·V�1DWXUDO�5HVRXUFHV�
&RQVHUYDWLRQ�6HUYLFH���,QFRPH�IURP�VHOOLQJ�
WKRVH�GHYHORSPHQW�ULJKWV�KHOSHG�5LFN�DQG�

-DQHW�SD\�GRZQ�WKH�IDUP�GHEW��
ZKLFK�DOORZHG�WKHP�WR�SURYLGH�
VDODULHV�WR�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��8QGHU�
WKH�HDVHPHQW��D�IXWXUH�RZQHU�
PD\�FKRRVH�QRW�WR�IDUP�WKH�
ODQG��EXW�VLQFH�WKH�HDVHPHQW�
UHVWULFWV�UHVLGHQWLDO��LQGXVWULDO��
FRPPHUFLDO�DQG�RWKHU�GH�
YHORSPHQW��WKH�SURSHUW\�ZLOO�
UHPDLQ�DIIRUGDEOH�IRU�SURVSHF�
WLYH�IDUPHUV�DQG�DOZD\V�KDYH�
WKH�SRWHQWLDO�RI�EHLQJ�D�SODFH�
ZKHUH�IRRG�LV�SURGXFHG��$V�
IDU�DV�ZKHUH�WKH�NLGV�DUH�JRLQJ�
ZLWK�LW��WKRXJK��WKDW·V�XS�WR�
WKHP���

´0\�FKLOGUHQ�GRQ·W�KDYH�
WR�UHOLYH�P\�OLIH�µ�VD\V�5LFN��
´7KH\�KDYH�WR�OLYH�WKHLU�RZQ�
OLYHV��,·P�JODG�WR�KDYH�FRPH�
WR�WKLV�SRLQW�LQ�P\�ZRUNLQJ�
OLIH�ZKHUH�,·P�DEOH�DQG�ZLOOLQJ�
WR�OHW�JR��,I�ZH�WUHDW�WKH�NLGV�
DV�HPSOR\HHV��UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�
RZQHUV�WKH\�DUH�EHFRPLQJ��WKH\�
ZRQ·W�VWD\�ZLWK�LW��0\�MRE�LV�WR�
JHW�RXW�RI�WKH�ZD\�µ

More Than Berries
0DJGDOHQ�VD\V�WKLV�WUDQVLWLRQ�DZD\�IURP�

WKH�IDUP�ZDV�D�FRQVFLRXV�HIIRUW�IRU�KHU�'DG��
MXVW�DV�LW·V�EHHQ�IRU�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�IDPLO\��

´:H�ZRUN�DW�WKLV�µ�VKH�VD\V��´(YHU\�UHOD�
WLRQVKLS�WDNHV�ZRUN��7KLV�GRHV��WRR�µ�

)DPLO\�VSDWV�DQG�EXVLQHVV�GLVDJUHHPHQWV�
DUH�ZRUNHG�RXW�YLD�ZHHNO\�PDQDJHPHQW�
PHHWLQJV��+LJKODQG�9DOOH\�)DUP�DOVR�KDV�
D�NH\�DQQXDO�PHHWLQJ�ZKHUH�WKH�EXVLQHVV�
SODQ�DQG�EXGJHW�IRU�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDU�DUH�
GLVFXVVHG�DQG�DSSURYHG���2QH�WKLQJ�WKDW·V�
EHFRPH�FOHDU�LV�WKDW�QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�ZHOO�
WKH�EXVLQHVV�LV�JRLQJ��LW·V�NH\�WKDW�IDPLO\�
PHPEHUV�KDYH�WKHLU�RZQ�SK\VLFDO�VSDFH�ERWK�
RQ�DQG�RII�WKH�IDUP��7KLV�VSDFH�LV�FULWLFDO�LI�
JRRG�IDPLO\�UHODWLRQV�DQG�HIIHFWLYH�ZRUNLQJ�

UHODWLRQVKLSV�DUH�WR�FR�H[LVW�VLGH�E\�VLGH�
0DJGDOHQ�QRZ�KDV�KHU�RZQ�LQIDQW�VRQ��

2VFDU��/DWH�RQH�VXPPHU�DIWHUQRRQ��WKH�VXQ�
DUFKLQJ�RYHU�WKH�ÀHOGV�DQG�IRUHVW��VKH�VWDQGV�
XS�IURP�WKH�EHQFK�GRZQKLOO�IURP�ZKHUH�KHU�
SDUHQWV�ÀUVW�FDPSHG��VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�2VFDU·V�
SDFLÀHU��´,I�WKH\�ZHUHQ·W�KHUH�µ�VKH�VD\V�
RI�KHU�IDPLO\��´,�GRQ·W�NQRZ�LI�,�ZRXOG·YH�
FRPH�EDFN�µ

5LFN�ORRNV�RQ�DW�KLV�IXVVLQJ�JUDQGVRQ��
)RU�KLP��IDPLO\�GHÀQHV�+LJKODQG�9DOOH\�
)DUP��5LFN�DQG�-DQHW�VHH�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�
WKHLU�NLGV�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�ODQG��´:H·UH�WKH�
'DOHV�RI�%D\ÀHOG«�LW·V�WKH�SODFH�ZH·YH�
FRPH�WR�DQG�LW·V�WKH�SODFH�ZH·YH�GHFLGHG�
WR�VWD\�SXW��:H·OO�WDNH�LW��IRU�EHWWHU�RU�IRU�
ZRUVH��OLNH�D�PDUULDJH��ULJKW"µ�S
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Farm Transitions
Building the Foundation
Matt Grimley

Foundation,�VHH�SDJH���«

            See & Hear
,Q�DQ�/63�PXOWL�PHGLD�VOLGH�VKRZ��WKH�

.OHLQV�DQG�+DQQDK�%UHFNELOO�WDON�DERXW�
WKHLU�IDUPLQJ�JRDOV��ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�
XVHU�/6312:�

Eric and Lisa Klein have built their farming operation around supplying 
sustainably-produced food to local markets.��Photo by Matt Grimley�

2YHU�WKH�SDVW����\HDUV��(ULF�DQG�
/LVD�.OHLQ�KDYH�EDVHG�WKHLU�
VRXWKHDVWHUQ�0LQQHVRWD�IDUP·V�

EXVLQHVV�PRGHO�RQ�D�NH\�FRQFHSW��WKHUH�LV�
D�VWURQJ�GHPDQG�IRU�ORFDO��VXVWDLQDEO\�SUR�
GXFHG�IRRG��DQG�HQWHUSULVHV�OLNH�WKHLUV�FDQ�
PHHW�WKDW�GHPDQG�

´$Q\ERG\�ZKR�VD\V�
\RX�FDQ·W�VRXUFH�ORFDO�MXVW�
LVQ·W�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�LW�µ�VD\V�
(ULF������2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��
KH�DQG�/LVD·V�+LGGHQ�
6WUHDP�)DUP��ZKLFK�LV�
QHDU�(OJLQ��KDV�LQYHVWHG�LQ�
HYHU\WKLQJ�IURP�FXWWLQJ�
HGJH�JUD]LQJ�WHFKQRORJ\�
DQG�DQLPDO�KRXVLQJ�WR�
VWRUDJH�IDFLOLWLHV�DQG�GH�
SHQGDEOH�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�LQ�
RUGHU�WR�PHHW�WKH�GHPDQG�
IRU�WKHLU�VXVWDLQDEO\�
SURGXFHG�SRUN��EHHI�DQG�
FKLFNHQ��$QG�LW·V�SDLG�
RII��WKH\�QRZ�KDYH�OR\DO�
FXVWRPHUV³UHVWDXUDQWV��
FR�RSV��LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�LQ�
GLYLGXDOV³IURP�5RFKHV�
WHU�WR�WKH�7ZLQ�&LWLHV�WKDW�
WKH\�DUH�FRQVLVWHQWO\�DEOH�WR�VDWLVI\���

%XW�WKH�.OHLQV�NQRZ�D�WKULYLQJ�ORFDO�IRRG�
HFRQRP\�LVQ·W�MXVW�EDVHG�RQ�KDYLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�
KRRS�KRXVH�RU�ZDON�LQ�FRROHU��$�FULWLFDO�HOH�
PHQW�LV�DOVR�SHRSOH³VSHFLÀFDOO\�D�QHZ�FURS�
RI�EHJLQQLQJ�IDUPHUV�ZKR��OLNH�WKHPVHOYHV��
DUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�EDODQFH�LQQRYDWLYH�SUDFWLFHV�
ZLWK�JRRG�ROG�IDVKLRQHG�VZHDW�HTXLW\��

´<RX�JRWWD�ORYH�ZKDW�\RX�GR�µ�VD\V�/LVD��
����´,I�\RX�OLNH�ZKDW�\RX�GR��LI�\RX�EHOLHYH�
LQ�WKH�ZD\�\RX·UH�UDLVLQJ�LW��WKH�SURGXFW�LV�
HDV\�WR�VHOO�µ

7KDW·V�ZK\�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�JURZLQJ�VHDVRQV�
+LGGHQ�6WUHDP�)DUP�KDV�VKDUHG�D�IHZ�RI�LWV�
DFUHV�ZLWK�DQ�XS�DQG�FRPLQJ�IDUPHU��7KLV�
DUUDQJHPHQW�KDV�SURYLGHG�WKH�.OHLQV�DQ�
HIÀFLHQW�ZD\�WR�VXSSO\�ORFDO�PDUNHWV�ZKLOH�
KHOSLQJ�WKH�QHZELH�WDNH�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�VWHS�LQ�
KHU�RZQ�DJULFXOWXUDO�FDUHHU��-XVW�DV�LPSRU�
WDQWO\��LW·V�SXW�DQRWKHU�EULFN�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�IRRG�
HFRQRP\�IRXQGDWLRQ�

´,W·V�D�WKLQJ�WR�JHW�PH�VWDUWHG��ZKLFK�
LV�DZHVRPH�µ�VD\V�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�IDUPHU��
+DQQDK�%UHFNELOO������ZKR�LV�PRYLQJ�RQ�

WR�D�QHZ�IDUPLQJ�DGYHQWXUH�LQ�������´,W·V�D�
MXPS�VWDUW�IRU�PH�DV�D�IDUP�EXVLQHVV�RZQHU��
7KDW�JRDO·V�EHHQ�IXOÀOOHG�µ

Filling a Niche
$Q�HVWDEOLVKHG�IDUPHU�SURYLGLQJ�D�KHOS�

LQJ�KDQG�WR�D�EHJLQQHU�LV�QRWKLQJ�QHZ��%XW�
ZKDW�VHWV�DSDUW�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�
%UHFNELOO�DQG�WKH�.OHLQV�LV�WKDW�(ULF�DQG�/LVD�
GLGQ·W�PHQWRU�WKH�\RXQJHU�IDUPHU�RQ�WKH�

EDVLFV�RI�DQWLELRWLF�IUHH�OLYHVWRFN�SURGXF�
WLRQ��ZKLFK�LV�+LGGHQ�6WUHDP·V�EUHDG�DQG�
EXWWHU��5DWKHU��%UHFNELOO�XVHG�WKH�IDUP·V�
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DV�D�EDVH�IRU�ODXQFKLQJ�D�
YHJHWDEOH�RSHUDWLRQ��VRPHWKLQJ�WKH�.OHLQV�
KDG�QR�LQWHUHVW�LQ�GRLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV��7KLV�KDV�
EHHQ�D�ZD\�IRU�WKHP�WR��LQ�D�VHQVH��H[SDQG�
WKHLU�IDUP·V�RIIHULQJV�WR�FXVWRPHUV�ZLWKRXW�
H[SDQGLQJ�WKH�IDUP�LWVHOI�

(ULF�VD\V�VHOOLQJ�WR�UHVWDXUDQWV��IRU�
H[DPSOH��KDV�DOORZHG�WKHP�WR�FRQFHQWUDWH�
RQ�SURYLGLQJ�D�TXDOLW\�SURGXFW��PDNLQJ�LW�VR�
WKH\�FDQ�VWULNH�D�EDODQFH�EHWZHHQ�EHLQJ�ELJ�
HQRXJK�WR�PDNH�D�OLYLQJ�EXW�QRW�VR�ELJ�WKDW�
WKH\�ORVH�WRXFK�ZLWK�WKHLU�JRDO�RI�EHLQJ�D�
IDPLO\�VL]HG�VXVWDLQDEOH�IDUP�

´%DVLFDOO\��WKH�FKHIV�KDYH�GRQH�DOO�RI�WKH�
PDUNHWLQJ�IRU�XV��ZKLFK�KDV�DOORZHG�XV�WR�
JURZ�QRW�IDVW��EXW�RUJDQLFDOO\�µ�KH�VD\V��´%\�
JURZLQJ�DW�WKDW�UDWH��ZH�NHHS�XS�ZLWK�WKH�
QHHGV�DQG�SURGXFWLRQ��:H·YH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�
JURZ�VORZO\��PRUH�ZLWKLQ�RXU�PHDQV�µ

7KH�.OHLQV�DQQXDOO\�UDLVH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�
������SLJV������EHHI�FDWWOH�DQG�������FKLFN�
HQV�IRU�ORFDO�PDUNHWV��7KH\�XVH�SDVWXUH�

EDVHG�V\VWHPV�IRU�WKH�FDWWOH�DQG�FKLFNHQV��
DQG�GHHS�VWUDZ�V\VWHPV�IRU�WKH�KRJV��+LGGHQ�
6WUHDP�KDV�VHW�XS�DQ�HIÀFLHQW�PDUNHWLQJ�
V\VWHP³UHO\LQJ�RQ�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�RQOLQH�
(ZZZ�KLGGHQVWUHDPIDUP�FRP��DQG�WHOH�
SKRQH�RUGHUV��7KH�.OHLQV�DOVR�WUDQVSRUW�WKH�
SURGXFW�GLUHFWO\�WR�FXVWRPHUV�XVLQJ�WKHLU�
RZQ�WUXFN��$OO�RI�WKLV�EULQJV�WKHP�LQ�UHJXODU�
FRQWDFW�ZLWK�FKHIV��IRRG�VHUYLFH�SURYLGHUV�
DQG�UHWDLOHUV�ZKR�DUH�VHHNLQJ�VXVWDLQDEO\�
UDLVHG�PHDW��$V�D�UHVXOW��RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�

WKH�.OHLQV�KDYH�OHDUQHG�D�
ORW�DERXW�ZKDW�RWKHU�ORFDO��
VXVWDLQDEOH�SURGXFWV�DUH�LQ�
GHPDQG��7KH\�QRZ�URXQG�RXW�
WKHLU�PHDW�RIIHULQJV�WR�FXV�
WRPHUV�ZLWK�YHJHWDEOHV��HJJV��
IUXLWV�DQG�KRQH\�VRXUFHG�
IURP����WR����RWKHU�IDUPV�LQ�
WKHLU�FRPPXQLW\��$Q\WKLQJ�
WKH\�FDQ·W�JHW�WKURXJK�WKHVH�
FRQQHFWLRQV��WKH\�ORRN�IRU�DW�
D�SURGXFH�DXFWLRQ�PDQDJHG�
E\�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�$PLVK�
FRPPXQLW\�LQ�6W��&KDUOHV��
0LQQ���ZKLFK�UHJXODUO\�GUDZV�
XS�WR����DUHD�IDUPHUV�RQ�D�
JLYHQ�GD\�ZLWK�SURGXFW�WR�
VHOO��%\�UH�VHOOLQJ�RWKHU�IDUP�
HUV·�SURGXFW��WKH�.OHLQV�DUH�
DEOH�WR�IRFXV�RQ�ZKDW�WKH\�
GR�EHVW��SURGXFH�PHDW��ZKLOH�

VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�ORFDO�IRRG�HFRQRP\�LQIUD�
VWUXFWXUH�RQ�D�ZLGHU�VFDOH��

7KH�VXFFHVV�WKH�.OHLQV�KDYH�KDG�LQ�SUR�
YLGLQJ�FXVWRPHUV�D�YDULHW\�RI�ORFDO�SURGXFWV�
VKRZV�WKHUH�DUH�SOHQW\�RI�IDUPHUV�LQ�WKH�DUHD�
ZLOOLQJ�WR�VHUYH�WKLV�JURZLQJ�PDUNHW��(YHQ�
VR��DW�WLPHV�LW�FDQ�EH�GLIÀFXOW�WR�NHHS�XS�
ZLWK�GHPDQG�IRU�SURGXFWV�VXFK�YHJHWDEOHV��
ZKLFK�DUH�JURZLQJ�LQ�SRSXODULW\�DV�HDWHUV�
EHFRPH�PRUH�KHDOWK�FRQVFLRXV��

6R�LQ������WKH�.OHLQV�SODFHG�D�QRWLFH�
LQ�WKH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW·V�Seeking 

Farmers-Seeking Land Clearinghouse��see 

page 17��WKDW�WKH\�KDG�WZR�DFUHV�WKH\�ZHUH�
ZLOOLQJ�WR�UHQW�WR�D�EHJLQQLQJ�IDUPHU�ZKR�
ZDQWHG�WR�UDLVH�YHJHWDEOHV��,W�WRRN�WZR�RU�
WKUHH�OLVWLQJV�EHIRUH�WKH\�JRW�D�UHVSRQVH�

´,W�ZDVQ·W�HDV\�WR�ÀQH�VRPHRQH�µ�UHFDOOV�
(ULF��

%XW�HYHQWXDOO\�%UHFNELOO�JDYH�WKHP�
D�FDOO��6KH�KDG�VWXGLHG�PDWKHPDWLFV�DW�
&DUOHWRQ�&ROOHJH�DQG�KDG�RULJLQDOO\�ZDQWHG�
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Farm Transitions

Having Hannah Breckbill raise vegetables on the otherwise 
OLYHVWRFN�LQWHQVLYH� IDUP� H[SRVHG� WKH�.OHLQ� FKLOGUHQ� WR� RWKHU�
forms of making a living on the land. Here, Ben Klein is helping 
her wash greens. (Photo by Matt Grimley�

Over the past 17 years, the Kleins have built a solid base of retail, institutional and individual 
customers who are seeking sustainably-raised poultry, beef and pork. (Photo by Matt Grimley�

SHUPDQHQFH�LV�QHHGHG��´LQ�RUGHU�WR�UHDOO\�
EHJLQ�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�FDULQJ�IRU�WKH�ODQG��
UHDOO\�LQYHVWLQJ�LQ�VRLO�EXLOGLQJ�DQG�SHUHQ�
QLDO�FURSV�µ�VKH�VD\V��DGGLQJ�WKDW�VKH�KDV�D�
NLQG�RI�´ÀYH�\HDUµ�SODQ�IRU�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�
SHUPDQHQW�IDUPLQJ�RSHUDWLRQ��

´,·G�UHDOO\�OLNH�WR�GR�SHUHQQLDO�WUHH�FURSV�
DQG�PD\EH�QXWV�DQG�EHUULHV�µ�VD\V�%UHFNELOO��
´7KH�TXHVWLRQ�LV�KRZ�,�ZLOO�DWWDLQ�WKDW���,·P�
HDUQLQJ�P\�OLYLQJ�IURP�IDUPLQJ�EXW�LW·V�QRW�
D�KXJH�OLYLQJ��+RZ�ZLOO�D�IDUP�WKDW�SURYLGHV�
D�IXOO�WLPH�OLYLQJ�ORRN"�+RZ�ZLOO�,�SLFN�D�
SODFH�WKDW�LV�SHUPDQHQW�IRU�PH"µ

$�ORW�RI�TXHVWLRQV��EXW�%UHFNELOO·V�H[SHUL�
HQFH�DW�+LGGHQ�6WUHDP�)DUP�KDV�JLYHQ�KHU�
WKH�FRQÀGHQFH�WR�WDFNOH�WKHP��

´,·YH�JURZQ�D�ORW�WKURXJK�UXQQLQJ�P\�

VWDUWHG�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�
WKH�5RFKHVWHU�)DUP�
HUV·�0DUNHW��6KH�DOVR�
PDQDJHG�DQ�LQWHUQ�DQG�
WZR�ZRUN�VKDUHV�LQ�
KHU�&6$��EULQJLQJ�WKH�
\RXQJ�IDUPHU�FORVHU�
WR�IXOÀOOLQJ�D�GUHDP�RI�
KHUV��UXQQLQJ�KHU�RZQ�
IXOO�ÁHGJHG�EXVLQHVV��

7KLV�H[SHULHQFH�
KDV�SURYLGHG�%UHFNELOO�
ZLWK�WKH�JURXQGLQJ�
VKH�QHHGHG�WR�ODXQFK�
D�IDUP�HQWHUSULVH�
ZLWKRXW�JRLQJ�GHHS�
LQWR�GHEW��$QG�KDYLQJ�
WKH�PDUNHWLQJ�PRVWO\�
WDNHQ�FDUH�RI�WKURXJK�+LGGHQ�6WUHDP�DOVR�
DOORZHG�KHU�WR�IRFXV�RQ�UHÀQLQJ�KHU�SURGXF�
WLRQ�WHFKQLTXHV��1RZ�%UHFNELOO�LV�UHDG\�WR�
WDNH�WKH�QH[W�VWHS��,Q������VKH�ZLOO�EH�IDUP�
LQJ�ODQG�LQ�WKH�'HFRUDK�DUHD�RZQHG�E\�D�
UHWLULQJ�FRXSOH�WKDW�ZDQW�WKHLU�YHJHWDEOH�SUR�
GXFWLRQ�SORWV�WR�EH�XVHG��%UHFNELOO�VD\V�WKLV�
QHZ�RSSRUWXQLW\�LV�VLPLODU�WR�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�
VKH�KDG�ZLWK�WKH�.OHLQV��DOWKRXJK�VKH�ZLOO�
PLVV�WKH�´DZHVRPHµ�PDUNHWLQJ�LQIUDVWUXF�
WXUH�+LGGHQ�6WUHDP�SURYLGHG�

´7KDW·V�EHHQ�NH\�IRU�KHOSLQJ�PH�JHW�
VWDUWHG�KHUH��DQG�,�WKLQN�,·OO�EH�DEOH�WR�FRQ�
WLQXH�ZLWK�D�ORW�RI�P\�FRQQHFWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�
KRSHIXOO\�ZLWK�+LGGHQ�6WUHDP��IURP�P\�
VSRW�LQ�'HFRUDK�µ�VD\V�%UHFNELOO�

6KH�FRQFHGHV�LW�ZDV�KDUG�WR�OHDYH�+LG�
GHQ�6WUHDP��EXW�WKLV�QHZ�RSSRUWXQLW\�ZLOO�
KHOS�KHU�JHW�FORVHU�WR�KHU�JRDO�RI�HVWDEOLVK�
LQJ�D�SHUPDQHQW�IDUPLQJ�HQWHUSULVH��6XFK�

WR�EH�D�PDWK�SURIHVVRU��EXW�ZDV�HYHQWXDOO\�
GUDZQ�WR�IDUPLQJ�DV�D�ZD\�WR�FRPELQH�DFWLY�
LVP�ZLWK�KHU�ORYH�RI�WKH�ODQG��%UHFNELOO·V�
ÀUVW�LQWHUQVKLS³D�WULDO�E\�ÀUH��VKH�UHFDOOV³
ZDV�PDQDJLQJ�D�&RPPXQLW\�6XSSRUWHG�$J�
ULFXOWXUH��&6$��IDUPLQJ�RSHUDWLRQ�LQ�7H[DV��
6KH�HYHQWXDOO\�IROORZHG�VRPH�IULHQGV�WR�
QRUWKHDVWHUQ�,RZD��QHDU�'HFRUDK��ZKHUH�VKH�
ZRUNHG�RQ�IDUPV�IRU�WKUHH�\HDUV��EXLOGLQJ�D�
FRPPXQLW\�ZKLOH�JHWWLQJ�VROLG�SURGXFWLRQ�
H[SHULHQFH��1RZ�VKH�QHHGHG�D�SODFH�WR�SXW�
KHU�OHDUQLQJ�LQWR�DFWLRQ�

%\�WKH�WLPH�VKH�VDZ�WKH�+LGGHQ�6WUHDP�
OLVWLQJ��%UHFNELOO�ZDV�D�IUHVK�JUDGXDWH�RI�
/63·V�)DUP�%HJLQQLQJV�3URJUDP��D�FRXUVH�
WDXJKW�E\�IDUPHUV�DQG�RWKHU�DJULFXOWXUDO�
SURIHVVLRQDOV�WKDW�SURYLGHV�WUDLQLQJ�LQ�LQ�
QRYDWLYH�EXVLQHVV�SODQQLQJ��PDUNHWLQJ�DQG�
JRDO�VHWWLQJ��see page 16���%UHFNELOO�FDOOHG�
WKH�.OHLQV�DQG�OHDUQHG�WKDW�LQ�IDFW�)DUP�
%HJLQQLQJV�LV�ZKDW�KDG�KHOSHG�WKHP�ODXQFK�
WKHLU�RZQ�IDUPLQJ�FDUHHU³(ULF�DQG�/LVD�KDG�
JUDGXDWHG�IURP�RQH�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�FODVVHV�LQ�WKH�
ODWH�����V��DQG�/LVD·V�IDWKHU��(YHUHWW�.RHQLJ��
KDG�EHHQ�SDUW�RI�D�JURXS�RI�IDUPHUV�ZKR�KDG�
KHOSHG�/63�FUHDWH�WKH�FRXUVH�

$IWHU�%UHFNELOO�ÀUVW�FRQWDFWHG�WKH�.OHLQV��
WKH�WKUHH�RI�WKHP�PHW�D�IHZ�WLPHV�DQG�
GHYHORSHG�D�IRUPDO�SODQ�IRU�WKH�SDUWQHUVKLS��
8QGHU�WKH�DUUDQJHPHQW��WKH�.OHLQV�DJUHHG�WR�
EX\�QHDUO\�DOO�RI�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�IDUPHU·V�SUR�
GXFH��7KLV�QRW�RQO\�DVVXUHG�+LGGHQ�6WUHDP�
D�VWHDG\�VXSSO\�RI�YHJHWDEOHV�IRU�WKHLU�UHVDOH�
EXVLQHVV��EXW�DOVR�SURYLGHG�%UHFNELOO�DQ�
LPPHGLDWH�VWDUW�IRU�KHU�EXVLQHVV��ZKLFK�VKH�
ZRXOG�UXQ�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�IURP�WKH�.OHLQV��

´(ULF�DQG�/LVD�DUH�HDV\�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK��DVN�
IRU�KHOS��DVN�TXHVWLRQV�RI�µ�VD\V�+DQQDK��
´7KH\�KDYH�D�ORW�RI�LGHDV��EXW�WKH\�GRQ·W�
NQRZ�PXFK�DERXW�YHJHWDEOHV��7KDW·V�ZKDW�
,·P�KHUH�IRU�µ

'XULQJ�WKH������JURZLQJ�VHDVRQ��%UHFN�
ELOO�VROG�PRVW�RI�KHU�SURGXFWLRQ�WR�+LGGHQ�
6WUHDP��,Q�������VKH�H[WHQGHG�KHU�VHDVRQ�E\�
HUHFWLQJ�D�JUHHQKRXVH�RQ�WKH�.OHLQV·�SURS�
HUW\�WR�KRXVH�VWDUWHU�SODQWV�GXULQJ�WKH�ZLQWHU�
DQG�HDUO\�VSULQJ��'XULQJ�VRPH�KDUVK�ZLQWHU�
ZHDWKHU�LQ�HDUO\�������VKH�OLWHUDOO\�VOHSW�
LQ�WKH�JUHHQKRXVH�PDQ\�QLJKWV�WR�NHHS�WKH�
VWRYH�VWRNHG�DQG�KHU�VWDUWHUV�IURP�IUHH]LQJ��

´)XQ�EXW�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�D�OLWWOH�ULGLFX�
ORXV�µ�%UHFNELOO�UHFDOOV�ZLWK�D�ODXJK�

,Q�������VKH�GLYHUVLÀHG�KHU�RSHUDWLRQ�E\�
VWDUWLQJ�D�&6$�RSHUDWLRQ��DQ�DUUDQJHPHQW�
ZKHUH�FRQVXPHUV�EX\�´PHPEHUVKLSVµ�LQ�
D�IDUP�IRU�D�VKDUH�RI�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ��:LWK�
���PHPEHUV�LQYHVWHG�LQ�KHU��%UHFNELOO�DOVR�

Foundation,�VHH�SDJH���«

…Foundation, from page 25
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$V�JUDGXDWHV�RI�/63·V�)DUP�%HJLQQLQJV�FRXUVH�ZKR�KDYH�EHQHÀWWHG�IURP�D�YDVW�QHWZRUN�RI�
established farmers, the Kleins are big believers in helping out a new generation of agrarians. 
Here, Lisa is shown discussing Hidden Stream’s pasture-based production system at a recent 
ÀHOG�GD\��´<RX�JRWWD�ORYH�ZKDW�\RX�GR�µ�VKH�VD\V��´,I�\RX�OLNH�ZKDW�\RX�GR��LI�\RX�EHOLHYH�LQ�
the way you’re raising it, the product is easy to sell.” (Photo by Matt Grimley�

RZQ�IDUP�EXVLQHVV�µ�VKH�VD\V�

A Community Effort
´7KDW�PHDQV�RXU�LQFXEDWRU�ZDV�D�VXF�

FHVV�µ�VD\V�(ULF�RI�%UHFNELOO·V�PRYLQJ�RQ��
´,W�JDYH�KHU�D�IRRWKROG�µ

3URYLGLQJ�VXFK�D�IRRWKROG�LV�LPSRUWDQW�
WR�WKH�.OHLQV��ZKR�WKHPVHOYHV�KDYH�EHQ�
HÀWHG�IURP�VXFK�VWHSSLQJ�VWRQHV��%HVLGHV�
WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�QHWZRUNLQJ�SURYLGHG�E\�
)DUP�%HJLQQLQJV��(ULF�DQG�/LVD�VD\�WKH\�
RZH�WKHLU�IDUPLQJ�FDUHHU�WR�WKH�DVVLVWDQFH�
RI�(YHUHWW��1RZ�����/LVD·V�IDWKHU�RYHU�WKH�
\HDUV�KDV�KHOSHG�ZLWK�HYHU\WKLQJ�IURP�
OLYHVWRFN�FDUH�DQG�GHYHORSLQJ�QHZ�JUD]LQJ�
WHFKQLTXHV�WR�PDQQLQJ�WKH�IDUPHUV·�PDUNHW�
ERRWK��+H�DQG�KLV�ZLIH�5RVHPDU\�DUH�
SURYLGLQJ�D�JHRJUDSKLFDO�EDVH�IRU�+LGGHQ�
6WUHDP³EHVLGHV�UHQWLQJ�����DFUHV�IURP�
QHLJKERUV��WKH�.OHLQV�OHDVH�����DFUHV�IURP�
WKH�.RHQLJV�DQG�WKHLU�ORQJ�WHUP�SODQ�LV�WR�
WDNH�RZQHUVKLS�RI�WKH�HQWLUH�IDPLO\�IDUP�
VRPHGD\��%XW�/LVD·V�SDUHQWV�KDYH�DOVR�SUR�
YLGHG�D�YDOXDEOH�SKLORVRSKLFDO�IUDPHZRUN�
IRU�SURGXFLQJ�IRRG��

,Q�WKH�HDUO\�����V��WKH�.RHQLJV�UH�
PRYHG�FKHPLFDOV�FRPSOHWHO\�IURP�WKHLU�
IDUPLQJ�V\VWHP��VRPHWKLQJ�DOPRVW�XQKHDUG�
RI�DW�WKDW�WLPH��7KHQ�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�����V��
WKH\�FRQYHUWHG�PXFK�RI�WKHLU�ODQG�IURP�
URZ�FURSV�WR�JUDVV�DQG�VWDUWHG�XVLQJ�PDQ�
DJHG�URWDWLRQDO�JUD]LQJ�WR�SURGXFH�PLON�DQG�
EHHI��7KH�.OHLQV�KDYH�FRQWLQXHG�WKDW�VWHZ�
DUGVKLS�OHJDF\�DQG�DGGHG�WR�LW�E\�VHHNLQJ�

RXW�FRQVXPHUV�ZKR�DUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�SXW�WKHLU�
PRQH\�ZKHUH�WKHLU�PRXWK�LV�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�
WR�VXSSRUWLQJ�VXVWDLQDEOH�IDUPLQJ�PHWKRGV�

´0\�GDG����LQVWLOOHG�WKDW�YDOXH��QRW�XVLQJ�
FKHPLFDOV�DQG�DOO�µ�VD\V�/LVD��´:H·UH�MXVW�
WU\LQJ�WR�NHHS�LW�QLFH�DQG�JRRG�DQG�FOHDQ��
EHFDXVH�DOO�DURXQG�XV��HYHU\RQH�VSUD\V��DQG�
WKLV�LV�RXU�OLWWOH�SLHFH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�µ

3UHVHUYLQJ�WKDW�OLWWOH�SLHFH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�
KDV�EHFRPH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�LPSRUWDQW�WR�WKH�
.OHLQV�DV�WKHLU�IDPLO\�JURZV��7KH\�KDYH�VL[�
FKLOGUHQ³$QG\�����%HQ�����.DWLH�����6DUDK�
���,VDDF���DQG�$SULO��³�DQG�KDYLQJ�WKHP�
EH�D�SDUW�RI�D�VDIH��HQYLURQPHQWDOO\�VRXQG�
IDUPLQJ�RSHUDWLRQ�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�WKH�FRXSOH��

%XW�IDUPLQJ�XWLOL]LQJ�LQQRYDWLYH��VXVWDLQ�
DEOH�PHWKRGV�VXFK�DV�URWDWLRQDO�JUD]LQJ�FDQ�
EH�D�FKDOOHQJH��SDUWLFXODUO\�ZKHQ�RQH�LV�VXU�
URXQGHG�E\�PRUH�´FRQYHQWLRQDOµ�DJULFXOWXUH��
.QRZLQJ�WKH\·YH�EHQHÀWHG�IURP�QHWZRUNLQJ�
ZLWK�RWKHU�IDUPHUV�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��WKH�.OHLQV�
KDYH�RIWHQ�RSHQHG�XS�WKHLU�RSHUDWLRQ�WR�
EHJLQQLQJ�SURGXFHUV��KRVWLQJ�)DUP�%HJLQ�
QLQJV�ÀHOG�GD\V�DQG�SUHVHQWLQJ�DW�ZRUNVKRSV�
RQ�LQQRYDWLYH�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�PDUNHWLQJ�
PHWKRGV��IRU�H[DPSOH�

7KH�.OHLQV�VHH�KHOSLQJ�RXW�D�QHZ�JHQ�
HUDWLRQ�RI�IDUPHUV�DV�D�PXWXDOO\�EHQHÀFLDO�
UHODWLRQVKLS��DQG�WKDW·V�ZK\�WKH\�DUH�RSHQ�WR�

+DQQDK�%UHFNELOO�VD\V�KHU�H[SHULHQFH�IDUP-
ing a few acres at Hidden Stream has been 
an important step toward her ultimate goal. 
“It’s a jump-start for me as a farm business 
RZQHU��7KDW�JRDO·V�EHHQ�IXOÀOOHG�µ�(Photo by 

Matt Grimley�

KRVWLQJ�DQRWKHU�EHJLQQHU�DW�+LGGHQ�6WUHDP�
LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��+DYLQJ�D�YHJHWDEOH�HQWHUSULVH�
RQ�WKH�IDUP�QRW�RQO\�DOORZHG�WKHP�WR�GLYHU�
VLI\��EXW�H[SRVHG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�GLIIHUHQW�
ZD\V�RI�PDNLQJ�D�OLYLQJ�RQ�WKH�ODQG��:KHQ�
%UHFNELOO�ÀUVW�MRLQHG�+LGGHQ�6WUHDP��WKH�
.OHLQV�FRXOGQ·W�VWRS�WKHLU�VRQ�%HQ�IURP�JR�
LQJ�RXW�WR�KHOS�ZLWK�WKH�SURGXFH�RSHUDWLRQ��
,W�HQGHG�XS�EHLQJ�D�SRVLWLYH�H[SHULHQFH�IRU�
KLP³KH�OHDUQHG�DERXW�JUHHQKRXVH�PDQDJH�
PHQW�DQG�ZKDW�LW�WDNHV�WR�SURGXFH�YHJHWDEOHV�
RQ�D�ODUJHU�VFDOH��

´+H·G�JR�RXW�DQG�WLOO�IRU�KHU��¶&DQ�,�JR�
RXW�WLOO"�&DQ�,�JR�RXW�DQG�PRZ"·�+DUG�SDUW�
ZDV�ZH�QHHGHG�KLP�KHUH�RQ�WKH�IDUP�DQG�KH�
ZDV�RXW�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�µ�/LVD�VD\V�ZLWK�D�
ODXJK��

)XWXUH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�EHJLQQLQJ�IDUP�
HUV�PD\�LQYROYH�DGMXVWLQJ�UHQWDO�IHHV�DQG�WKH�
ZD\�H[SHQVHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�IDFLOLWLHV�DUH�VKDUHG��
VD\�WKH�.OHLQV��%XW�WKH�RYHUDOO�JRDO�ZLOO�VWLOO�
UHPDLQ�PDNLQJ�WKH�NLQG�RI�FRQQHFWLRQ�WKDW�
EXLOGV�KHDOWK\�URRWV�IRU�D�VWURQJ�ORFDO�IRRG�
FRPPXQLW\��$QG��VD\V�/LVD��PD\EH�RQH�RI�
WKRVH�FRQQHFWLRQV�ZLOO�FRPH�DORQJ�ZKHQ�VKH�
DQG�(ULF�DUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�PRUH�SHUPDQHQW�
SDUWQHU�IRU�WKH�RSHUDWLRQ�

´0D\EH�WKDW·V�WKH�SHUVRQ�WKDW�VWD\V�µ�S

Foundation,�VHH�SDJH���«
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Ogallala,�VHH�SDJH���«

The Ogallala Road
A Memoir of Love and Reckoning

%\�-XOHQH�%DLU�
����������SDJHV
9LNLQJ
ZZZ�MXOHQHEDLU�FRP

TKH�2JDOODOD�5RDG�LV�WKH�VWRU\�RI�D�
ZRPDQ·V�FRQQHFWLRQ�DQG�GLVFRQ�
QHFWLRQ�WR�ODQG��WR�WKH�IDUP�ZKHUH�

VKH�JUHZ�XS�DQG�WR�D�SDUWLFXODU�UHJLRQ��
WKH�QRUWKZHVWHUQ�HGJH�RI�.DQVDV�QHDU�WKH�
&RORUDGR�ERUGHU³WKH�GU\��+LJK�3ODLQV��
7KLV�PHPRLU�E\�-XOHQH�%DLU�LV�DOVR�D�YHU\�
SHUVRQDO�VWRU\�DERXW�FRQQHFWLRQV�WR�IDPLO\��
RI�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�KHU�SDUHQWV�DQG�WZR�
EURWKHUV��KHU�WHHQDJH�VRQ�-DNH��DQG�D�.DQVDV�
FRZER\�QDPHG�:DUG��%XW�WKHUH�LV�D�UHFNRQ�
LQJ�RI�%DLU·V�IXWXUH�ZLWK�:DUG�DQG�WKH�IDUP�
LQ�ZHVWHUQ�.DQVDV��DQG�LQ�VSLWH�RI�KHU�ORYH�
IRU�ERWK��VKH�GRHV�QRW�PDNH�D�OLIHWLPH�FRP�
PLWPHQW�WR�HLWKHU�

7KH�GLYHUVLÀHG�ZKHDW�DQG�OLYHVWRFN�IDUP�
%DLU�ORYHG�DV�D�FKLOG�ZDV�FKDQJHG�IRUHYHU�
ZKHQ�KHU�IDWKHU��+DUROG�%DLU��IROORZHG�KLV�
QHLJKERUV�DQG�EHJDQ�SXPSLQJ�ZDWHU�IURP�
WKH�2JDOODOD�$TXLIHU�WR�LUULJDWH�FRUQ��UHSODF�
LQJ�JUDVV�SDVWXUHV�DQG�GU\ODQG�ZKHDW��:LWK�
KLJK�FRUQ�SULFHV��JRYHUQPHQW�SD\PHQWV�
DQG�VXEVLGL]HG�FURS�LQVXUDQFH�DVVXUHG��DQG�
HVVHQWLDOO\�QR�OLPLWV�RQ�WKH�JDOORQV�IDUPHUV�
FRXOG�ZLWKGUDZ�IURP�WKH�DTXLIHU��LUULJD�
WRUV�SXPSHG�PRUH�ZDWHU�HDFK�\HDU�WKDQ�WKH�
WRWDO�ÁRZ�RI�WKH�&RORUDGR�5LYHU���ODQGRZQ�
HUV�ZRXOG�EH�VWXSLG�LI�WKH\�GLGQ·W�LQVWDOO�
FHQWHU�SLYRWV�DQG�SURÀW�IURP�WKH�V\VWHP��
,QLWLDOO\��+DUROG�%DLU�NHSW�D�WKRXVDQG�DFUHV�
IRU�GU\ODQG�ZKHDW��KDOI�RI�ZKLFK�OD\�IDOORZ�
LQ�VWXEEOH�HDFK�\HDU��D�V\VWHP�WKDW�IDUPHUV�
KDG�VXFFHVVIXOO\�DGRSWHG�DIWHU�WKH�GLVDVWURXV�
ZLQG�EORZQ�VRLO�ORVVHV�RI�WKH�����V��%XW�
ZKHQ�WKH�ODQG�ZDV�VROG�DIWHU�KLV�GHDWK��WKH�
QHZ�RZQHUV�FRQYHUWHG�DOPRVW�HYHU\�DFUH�WR�
LUULJDWHG�FRUQ�

7KH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�%DLU�IDPLO\�RSHUDWLRQ�
LV�D�PLFURFRVP�RI�ZKDW�WKUHDWHQV�WR�GHFL�
PDWH�WKLV�UHJLRQ��,W·V�EHHQ�NQRZQ�IRU�D�ORQJ�
WLPH�WKDW�WKH�UHFKDUJH�UDWH�IRU�WKH�2JDOODOD�
LV�PXFK�OHVV�WKDQ�WKH�ZLWKGUDZDO�UDWH�IURP�
PRGHUQ�LUULJDWLRQ��7KH�ZDWHU�ZLOO�UXQ�RXW��
WKH�FRUQÀHOGV�ZLOO�GLVDSSHDU�IURP�ZHVWHUQ�
.DQVDV��DQG�WKH�OLYHVWRFN�IHHGORWV�ORFDWHG�
QHDU�WKH�SOHQWLIXO�FRUQ�VXSSO\�ZLOO�VKXW�
GRZQ��%XIIDOR��WKHQ�FDWWOH��RQFH�WKULYHG�RQ�

WKH�JUDVV�RI�WKH�+LJK�3ODLQV��DQG�JUDVV�EDVHG�
OLYHVWRFN�FRXOG�KDYH�SURYLGHG�D�OLYHOLKRRG�
IRU�SHRSOH�IDU�LQWR�WKH�IXWXUH��DV�LW�KDG�IRU�
1DWLYH�$PHULFDQV�EHIRUH�(XURSHDQ�VHWWOH�
PHQW��%XW�PRVW�RI�WKH�EXIIDOR�JUDVV�KDV�
EHHQ�H[WLUSDWHG��DQG�UHVWRULQJ�LW³ZDWHUHG�
RQO\�E\�QDWXUDO�UDLQIDOO³FRXOG�WDNH�D�YHU\�
ORQJ�WLPH��0RUH�OLNHO\��ZHVWHUQ�.DQVDV�ZLOO�
EHFRPH�D�UHDO�GHVHUW�

'HVHUWLÀFDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�+LJK�3ODLQV�LV�D�
FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�WKH�PDUNHW�GULYLQJ�QDWXUDO�
UHVRXUFH�XVH�DQG�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�EHLQJ�JLYHQ�
RQO\�OLS�VHUYLFH��$IWHU�FRPLQJ�WR�JULSV�ZLWK�
WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�ORVLQJ�WKH�OLIH�JLYLQJ�DTXLIHU��
-XOHQH�PHW�ZLWK�WKH�ZDWHU�GLVWULFW�GLUHFWRU�
DQG�OHDUQHG�WKDW�WR�VWDELOL]H�WKH�2JDOODOD�
LQ�KHU�GLVWULFW��ZDWHU�ULJKWV�ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�
EH�FXW�E\����
SHUFHQW��,QLWLDOO\�
WKH�GLUHFWRU�KDG�
SURPRWHG�D�]HUR�
GHSOHWLRQ�SODQ��
DQG�KLV�ERDUG�RI�
IDUPHU�LUULJDWRUV�
DQG�YRWHUV�LQ�WKH�
GLVWULFW�KDWHG�LW��
,W�ZDV�SROLWLFDOO\�
LQIHDVLEOH��(YHQ�
%DLU·V�VZHHWKHDUW�
:DUG��D�UDQFKHU�
UDLVLQJ�FDWWOH�RQ�
JUDVV��EHOLHYHG�
WKDW�´WKLV�FRXQWU\�ZDV�IRXQGHG�RQ�WKH�ULJKWV�
WR�RZQ�SURSHUW\�µ�DQG�ODQGRZQHUV�VKRXOG�
EH�DEOH�WR�GR�DV�WKH\�SOHDVHG�ZLWK�WKHLU�ODQG�
ZLWKRXW�JRYHUQPHQW�UHJXODWLRQ��

-XOHQH�%DLU·V�IDWKHU�+DUROG�NQHZ�IDUP�
HUV�ZRXOG�NHHS�SXPSLQJ�ZDWHU�RXW�RI�WKH�
DTXLIHU�WR�UDLVH�FRUQ�XQWLO�WKH�ZDWHU�ZDV�
JRQH��LUULJDWLRQ�FRVWV�EHFDPH�WRR�KLJK�RU�WKH�
JRYHUQPHQW�VWRSSHG�WKHP��+H�NQHZ�WKDW�LW�
ZDV�ZURQJ�WR�GHSOHWH�WKH�2JDOODOD�DTXLIHU��
EXW�KH�WROG�KLV�GDXJKWHU�WKDW�´%LJ�'DGG\µ�
�WKH�8�6��JRYHUQPHQW��ZRXOG�´SXW�WKH�SOXJ�
LQ�EHIRUH�LW·V�WRR�ODWH�µ�8QWLO�WKHQ��KH�ZRXOG�
EDQN�KLV�VKDUH�RI�FRUQ�VXEVLGLHV���

+DUROG�%DLU·V�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�WKH�ODQG�
DQG�KLV�IDPLO\�LV�G\VIXQFWLRQDO��OLPLWLQJ�WKH�
IXWXUH�IRU�ERWK� $IWHU�OLYLQJ�IRU�D�WLPH�LQ�WKH�
0RMDYH�'HVHUW��WKH�DXWKRU�GHVFULEHV�KRZ�VKH�
JRHV�EDFN�WR�.DQVDV��SUHJQDQW�DQG�EURNH��
DQG�GULYHV�WUDFWRUV�IRU�KHU�IDWKHU��6KH�À[HV�
XS�WKH�ROG�KRXVH�RQ�WKH�IDUP��KHU�SDUHQWV�
KDG�PRYHG�LQWR�WKH�WRZQ�RI�*RRGODQG�LQ�WKH�
����V��DQG�PRYHV�LQ�ZLWK�KHU�EDE\��EXW�VKH·V�
DIUDLG�KH�ZLOO�EH�SRLVRQHG�IURP�WKH�HPSW\�
IDUP�FKHPLFDO�FRQWDLQHUV�FDUHOHVVO\�VWDVKHG�
LQ�DQG�DURXQG�RXWEXLOGLQJV��6KH�OLNHV�OHDUQ�
LQJ�KRZ�WR�KDQGOH�WKH�ÀHOG�HTXLSPHQW��EXW�
KHU�IDWKHU�LV�D�KDUG�ERVV�DQG�D�KDUVK�MXGJH�
RI�WKRVH�ZKRVH�ZRUN�HWKLF�IDOOV�VKRUW�RI�KLV��
ZKLFK�LV�ZK\�-XOHQH·V�EURWKHUV�UHIXVHG�WR�
ZRUN�ZLWK�KLP�DQG�WDNH�RYHU�WKH�IDUP��7R�
KLV�H\H��RQO\�ODQG�WKDW�FRXOG�EH�IDUPHG�ZDV�

EHDXWLIXO��
7KH�DXWKRU�GHVFULEHV�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�

H[WUDFWLQJ�KHUVHOI�IURP�KHU�IDWKHU·V�H[SHFWD�
WLRQV��DOO�KRSHOHVVO\�GHPDQGLQJ�DQG�FRQWUDU\�
WR�KHU�YDOXHV�DERXW�ZDWHU�VWHZDUGVKLS�DQG�
JUDVVODQGV��6KH�ÀQDOO\�PRYHV�WR�,RZD�&LW\�
ZLWK�KHU�VRQ�WR�VWXG\�ZULWLQJ�DW�WKH�8QLYHU�
VLW\�RI�,RZD��UHWXUQV�RQO\�WZR�VXPPHUV�WR�
GR�IDUP�ZRUN�IRU�KHU�IDWKHU��DQG�WKHQ�EHJLQV�
WHDFKLQJ�DQG�ZULWLQJ�DQG�UDLVLQJ�KHU�VRQ�LQ�
/DUDPLH��:\R��6KH�PDNHV�WKH�GULYH�IURP�
/DUDPLH�WR�*RRGODQG�IDLUO\�RIWHQ�WR�VHH�KHU�
IDPLO\�DQG�:DUG��DQG�ZULWHV�IRQGO\�DERXW�
WKH�ZLGH�RSHQ�ODQGVFDSH�RI�WKH�+LJK�3ODLQV�
DQG�´WKH�2JDOODOD�URDGµ³WKH�GULYH�DORQJ�
ZLQGLQJ�ULYHUEHGV�VWLOO�PDUNHG�E\�FRWWRQ�
ZRRG�WUHHV�ZLWK�OHDYHV�ULSSOLQJ�IURP�WKH�
LQFHVVDQW�ZLQGV�WKDW�FKDUDFWHUL]H�WKH�UHJLRQ�

��´+DQJ�RQ�WR�WKH�ODQG�µ�QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW��
+DUROG�%DLU�KDG�WDXJKW�KLV�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�
DIWHU�KLV�GHDWK��WKH\�GLG«IRU�D�ZKLOH��:KHQ�
-XOHQH�DQG�KHU�EURWKHU�%UXFH�ÀQDOO\�GHFLGH�
WR�VHOO�WKH�ODQG�EHFDXVH�QR�RQH�LQ�WKH�QH[W�
JHQHUDWLRQ�FRXOG�RU�ZRXOG�IDUP�LW��DQG�
%UXFH�ZDV�WLUHG�RI�RYHUVHHLQJ�KLUHG�IDUP�
PDQDJHUV��IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�VXIIHU�IURP�JXLOW�
DQG�ORVV��7KH�DXWKRU�H[SODLQV�KRZ�VKH�IHOW�
OLNH�D�´ORQH�WKUHDG�µ�ZLWKRXW�WKH�VWUHQJWK�DQG�
VWDWXV�RI�EHLQJ�D�ODQGRZQHU��ZLWKRXW�D�FRQ�
QHFWLRQ�WR�WKH�ODQG��<HW�VKH�FRXOG�QRW�PDNH�D�
OLYLQJ�RU�VXUYLYH�VRFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�YDOXH�V\VWHP�
VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�FRUQ�HFRQRP\��7KH�SODFHV�VKH�
H[SORUHG�WR�ÀQG�VSULQJV�ZKHUH�WKH�2JDO�
ODOD�VXUIDFHG��VWUHDPV�ZLWK�ZHW�VDQG�EXW�QR�
UXQQLQJ�ZDWHU��KDG�EHHQ�DOPRVW�FRPSOHWHO\�
LQXQGDWHG�E\�D�VHD�RI�JUHHQ�FRUQ�E\�WKH�WLPH�
WKH\�VROG�WKH�IDUP��

7KH�GLOHPPD�RI�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�LQKHULW�
IDUPODQG�LVQ·W�MXVW�D�.DQVDV�VSHFLÀF�VWRU\��
$FURVV�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��DEVHQWHH�ODQGRZQ�
HUV³WKH�VRQV�DQG�GDXJKWHUV�RI�IDUPHUV³DUH�
KDQJLQJ�RQ�WR�IDPLO\�IDUPV�EHFDXVH�RI�IDP�
LO\�YDOXHV�RU�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�VHQWLPHQWDOO\�
DWWDFKHG��EXW�WKH\�GRQ·W�ZDQW�WR�IDUP��0DQ\�
HQG�XS�VHOOLQJ�WR�LQYHVWRUV�ZKR�EX\�WKH�ODQG�
WR�SODQW�FRUQ�DQG�UHDS�JRYHUQPHQW�VXEVLGLHV��
WKRXJK�WKH\�ZRXOG�SUHIHU�WR�ÀQG�EX\HUV�ZKR�
UHDOO\�ZDQW�WR�OLYH�RQ�WKH�ODQG�DQG�IDUP�LW�

6L[�\HDUV�DIWHU�WKH�VDOH��-XOHQH�%DLU�LV�
OLYLQJ�LQ�&RORUDGR�EXW�WUDYHOV�WKH�´2JDO�
ODOD�5RDG�µ�WR�FRQQHFW�DJDLQ�WR�WKH�ODQG�DQG�
KHU�IDPLO\��D�WULS�VKH�GHVFULEHV�LQ�WKH�ODVW�
VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�ERRN��,Q�WKLV�´UHFNRQLQJ�µ�VKH�
H[SODLQV�PRUH�DERXW�WKH�DTXLIHU·V�FRQWLQXLQJ�
GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�DJULFXOWXUDO�SROLWLFV�
DQG�HFRQRPLFV��EXW�VHHV�D�ZLQGRZ�RI�KRSH�
DIWHU�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZLWK�VRPH�+LJK�3ODLQV�
IDUPHUV�ZKR�VKDUH�KHU�YDOXHV�DERXW�ZDWHU�
DQG�ZKR�KDYH�UHMHFWHG�PRGHUQ�FKHPLFDOV�WR�
SURGXFH�RUJDQLF�ZKHDW�DQG�YHJHWDEOHV��´7KLV�
W\SH�RI�WDONLQJ�DQG�WKLQNLQJ�KDG�QHYHU�KDS�
SHQHG�EHIRUH��QRW�LQ�P\�.DQVDV�µ�VKH�ZULWHV��
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…Ogallala, from page 28

7KLV�VWDWHPHQW�VXUSULVHG�DQG�GLVWXUEHG�
PH��´+HUµ�.DQVDV��WKH�+LJK�3ODLQV�RQ�WKH�
ZHVWHUQ�HGJH��VRPHKRZ�PLVVHG�RXW�RQ�FRQ�
YHUVDWLRQV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�JRLQJ�RQ�RSHQO\�LQ�
.DQVDV�IRU�DOPRVW����\HDUV��VLQFH�WKH�IRXQG�
LQJ�RI�WKH�/DQG�,QVWLWXWH�LQ������DQG�WKH�

.DQVDV�5XUDO�&HQWHU�LQ�������,Q�DOO�NLQGV�
RI�PHHWLQJV��FRQIHUHQFHV�DQG�SXEOLFDWLRQV��
WKHVH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�KDYH�SURPRWHG�VXVWDLQ�
DEOH�DQG�RUJDQLF�IDUPLQJ�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�
DGYRFDWHG�IRU�SXEOLF�SROLFLHV�WR�SUHYHQW�WKH�
GHSOHWLRQ�DQG�SROOXWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWDWH·V�ZDWHU�
UHVRXUFHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�2JDOODOD�$TXLIHU��
3HUKDSV�LW�LV�WUXH�WKDW�SHRSOH�RQO\�KHDU�ZKDW�
WKH\�DUH�UHDG\�WR�KHDU��,�KRSH�WKLV�ERRN�LV�

UHDG�ZLGHO\�LQ�´KHU�.DQVDV�µ�DQG�WKDW�LW�
RSHQV�HDUV�DQG�PLQGV� S

 

Dana Jackson, a native of Kansas, co-founded 

the Land Institute and served on the board of 

directors of the Kansas Rural Center in the 

����V��

,Q�KLV�QHZ�ERRN��The Third Plate: 

Field Notes on the Future of Food��
'DQ�%DUEHU�ZHDYHV�D�IDVFLQDWLQJ�

QDUUDWLYH�RQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�DQG�FXOWXUH�RI�
IRRG��(YHQ�PRUH�LPSRUWDQWO\��KH�WDNHV�WKH�
FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DERXW�ZKDW�D�WUXO\�VXVWDLQDEOH�
IDUPLQJ�DQG�IRRG�V\VWHP�UHTXLUHV�RI�XV�D�
JRRG�VWUHWFK�EH\RQG�ZKDW�DOPRVW�VHHPV��DW�
WLPHV��SUHVXPSWLYH�MLQJRLVP�DERXW�´ORFDOµ�
DQG�´VXVWDLQDEOH�µ

(DUO\�RQ��WKH�DXWKRU��ZKR�LV�WKH�DZDUG�
ZLQQLQJ�H[HFXWLYH�FKHI�DW�WKH�6WRQH�%DUQV�
&HQWHU�IRU�)RRG�DQG�$JULFXOWXUH��IUDPHV�WKH�
ERRN�ZLWK�KLV�UHVSRQVH�WR�D�FKDOOHQJH�IURP�D�
IRRG�PDJD]LQH³GHVLJQ�D�SODWH�RI�IRRG�WKDW�
ORRNV�OLNH�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�IRRG��+H�GUHZ�WKUHH�
SODWHV��7KH�ÀUVW��UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�UHFHQW�
SDVW��ZDV�D�VHYHQ�RXQFH�FRUQ�IHG�VWHDN�DQG�
D�VPDOO�KHDS�RI�VWHDPHG�FDUURWV��7KH�VHFRQG�
SODWH�WULHG�WR�FDSWXUH�DOO�WKH�LGHDV�DQG�LGHDOV�
RI�WKH�IDUP�WR�WDEOH�PRYHPHQW��WKH�VWHDN�
ZDV�JUDVV�IHG��WKH�YHJHWDEOHV�ZHUH�RUJDQLF�
DQG�KHLUORRP��$OWKRXJK�WKH�HOHPHQWV�ZHUH�
GLIIHUHQW��%DUEHU�ZDV�VWUXFN�E\�KRZ�VLPL�
ODU�WKH\�DSSHDUHG�LQ�KLV�GUDZLQJ�DQG�LQ�KLV�
LPDJLQDWLRQ��2Q�WKH�WKLUG�SODWH�ZDV�D�´FDUURW�
VWHDN�GRPLQDWHG�ZLWK�D�VDXFH�RI�EUDLVHG�
VHFRQG�FXWV�RI�EHHI�µ

7KH�ERRN�LV�QRW�D�VFROG�DERXW�KRZ�PXFK�
UHG�PHDW�YV��YHJHWDEOHV�IRUPV�´D�JRRG�GLHW�µ�
+LV�SRLQW�LV�WKDW�LI�ZH�ZDQW�D�IDUPLQJ�V\VWHP�
WKDW�LV�VXVWDLQDEOH��RXU�GLQQHU�SODWH�PXVW�IHD�
WXUH�ZKDW�WKH�ODQGVFDSH�FDQ�JURZ��)URP�KLV�
SRLQW�RI�YLHZ��WKDW�WKH�VWHDN�LV�QRZ�JUDVV�IHG�
DQG�WKH�YHJHWDEOHV�DUH�ORFDO�DQG�KHLUORRP�LV�
JRRG��EXW�JRRG�IDUPLQJ�UHTXLUHV�XV�WR�WKLQN�
DQG�DFW�EH\RQG�VXFK�D�WZHDNLQJ�RI�WKH�HOH�
PHQWV�RQ�RXU�GLQQHU�SODWH���

7UXO\�JRRG�IRRG�FRPHV�IURP�DQ�HQWLUH�
V\VWHP�RI�DJULFXOWXUH�WKDW�LV�QRW�WKH�SURGXFW�
RI�D�VHW�RI�UXOHV�DQG�SUHVFULSWLRQV��1RU�LV�LW�

DQ�DJULFXOWXUH�WKDW�VHHNV�WR�FRQWURO�QDWXUH�
ZLWK�FKHPLFDOV��DOWHUHG�JHQHWLFV�DQG�SRZHU�
IXO�PDFKLQHU\��,W·V�D�V\VWHP�RI�SURGXFLQJ�
IRRG�WKDW�LV�D�GDQFH�ZLWK�QDWXUH��,W�LV�ÀJXULQJ�
RXW�KRZ�WR�´JURZ�QDWXUHµ�WR�SURGXFH�KHDOWK\�
DQG�GHOLFLRXV�IRRG��)DGV��KDELWV�DQG�FXOWXUDO�
EDJJDJH�DERXW�KRZ�SURVSHURXV�SHRSOH�HDW�
VKRXOG�QRW�GULYH�ZKDW�IRRG�LV�RQ�RXU�SODWH�LI�
ZH�ZDQW�WR�FRQWLQXH�HDWLQJ�LQWR�WKH�IXWXUH��
1DWXUH�DQG�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�WKH�IDUP�WR�LW�
GHWHUPLQH�ZKDW·V�IRU�GLQQHU�DQG�FKHIV�KDYH�
DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�WR�SOD\�LQ�OHDGLQJ�DORQJ�
WKDW�SDWK��%DUEHU·V�ERRN�LV�KLV�TXHVW��WROG�
WKURXJK�ULFKO\�GHWDLOHG�VWRULHV��IRU�D�QHZ�
FXLVLQH��D�QHZ�ZD\�RI�HDWLQJ�WKDW�SXOOV�LW�DOO�
WRJHWKHU�

7KH�VWRU\�RI�ZKHDW�ÀJXUHV�
SURPLQHQWO\�LQ�WKH�DXWKRU·V�
MRXUQH\��3XVKLQJ�EDFN�RQ�
WKH�JHQHWLF�PRQRFXOWXUH�RI�
PRGHUQ�JUDLQ�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�
RXU�SUHMXGLFH�DJDLQVW�ZKROH�
JUDLQ��%DUEHU�PDQDJHV�WR�JHW�
D�VHHG�EUHHGHU�WR�GHYHORS�D�
QHZ�VWUDLQ�RI�ZKHDW�RXW�RI�
KHLUORRP�JHQHWLFV�WKDW�FDQ�
GHOLYHU�WKH�NLQG�RI�ÁDYRU�WKH�
FKHI�LV�VHHNLQJ��+H�TXLFNO\�
UHDOL]HV�WKDW�JRRG�SODQW�
EUHHGLQJ�DQG�JRRG�IDUP�
LQJ�DORQH�DUH�LQVXIÀFLHQW�WR�
DFKLHYH�ZKDW�KH�VHHNV�IURP�´%DUEHU�ZKHDW�µ�
$OVR�UHTXLUHG�DUH�JRRG�EOHQGLQJ�DQG�PLOO�
LQJ�SUDFWLFHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�D�NQRZOHGJH�DERXW�
EDNLQJ�DOO�EXW�ORVW�ZLWK�KLV�JUDQGPRWKHU·V�
JHQHUDWLRQ��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��DV�KLV�IDUPHU�IULHQG�
.ODDV�UHPLQGV�KLP��LW�LV�QRW�HQRXJK�WR�EX\�
DOO�RI�WKH�%DUEHU�ZKHDW�KH�FDQ�JURZ��)RU�WKH�
ZKHDW�WR�EH�WUXO\�GHOLFLRXV�WKH�VRLO�ELRORJ\�
PXVW�EH�EXLOW�DQG�PDLQWDLQHG�E\�D�ZKROH�
YDULHW\�RI�JUDLQV�DQG�OHJXPHV�LQ�GHHS�URWD�
WLRQ�RQ�KLV�IDUP��)RU�WKLV�WR�ZRUN��ZH�QHHG�D�
PDUNHW�IRU�DOO�RI�WKHVH�VXSSRUWLQJ�SODQWV�

7KLV�UHDOL]DWLRQ�EULQJV�WKH�DXWKRU�WR�ZKDW�
,�EHOLHYH�LV�RQH�RI�KLV�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�UHYHOD�
WLRQV��7KH�IDUP�WR�WDEOH�PRYHPHQW�FHO�
HEUDWHV�WKH�VPDOO�SURGXFH�IDUPHUV�ZKR�JURZ�
LQFUHGLEOH�IRRG�DQG�VHOO�WKURXJK�LQQRYDWLYH�
PHDQV�OLNH�IDUPHUV·�PDUNHWV�DQG�&RPPXQLW\�
6XSSRUWHG�$JULFXOWXUH�HQWHUSULVHV��7KRVH�
W\SHV�RI�IDUPV�KDYH�D�YLWDO�UROH�LQ�D�QHZ��
HPHUJLQJ�IRRG�V\VWHP��&RQYHUVHO\��LI�RXU�
IRRG�V\VWHP�UHPDLQV�URRWHG�LQ�D�VPDOO�YDUL�

HW\�RI�FURSV��D�VPDOO�QXPEHU�RI�KXJH�IDUPV�
FDQ�JURZ�D�ORW�RI�WKRVH�WKLQJV��DW�OHDVW�IRU�
WKH�QHDU�WHUP��%XW��LI�ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�FKDQJH�
WKH�IRRG�DQG�IDUPLQJ�V\VWHP��ZH�QHHG�WKH�
OLRQ·V�VKDUH�RI�WKH�DJULFXOWXUDO�ODQGVFDSH�
WR�EH�PLG�VL]HG�IDUPV³GLYHUVLÀHG��QLPEOH�
DQG�LQWHUORFNLQJ�ZLWK�IDUPV�DURXQG�WKHP�WR�
GHYHORS�WKH�PDUNHWV�DQG�YDOXH�DGGHG�RSSRU�
WXQLWLHV�IRU�DOO�WKH�SODQWV�WKDW�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�
EXLOG�KHDOWK\�VRLO��$QG�LI�ZH�ZDQW�RXWVWDQG�
LQJ�ZKHDW�IRU�RXU�EUHDG��WKRVH�IDUPV�QHHG�WR�
EH�HPEHGGHG�LQ�WKULYLQJ�UXUDO�FRPPXQLWLHV�
VR�ZH�KDYH�WKH�IHHG�PLOOV��WKH�JUDLQ�PLOOHUV�
DQG�EOHQGHUV��WKH�VHHG�FOHDQHUV�DQG�WKH�EDN�
HUV�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�ZKROH�V\VWHP�UHTXLUHG�WR�

GHOLYHU�WKDW�ZKHDW�FRQVLVWHQWO\�DQG�
DIIRUGDEO\�

%DUEHU�FORVHV�WKH�ERRN�ZLWK�
D�VHULHV�RI�PHQXV�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�
ULVLQJ�RXW�RI�ZKDW�KH�FDOOV�´ZKROH�
IDUP�FRRNLQJ�µ�7KH�VHFRQG�PHQX�
LQFOXGHV�´5RWDWLRQ�5LVRWWR�µ�
UH�HPSKDVL]LQJ�WKDW�JUHDW�ZKHDW�
LV�QRW�MXVW�DERXW�WKH�ZKHDW��7KH�
ÁDYRU�VSULQJV�IURP�DOO�RI�WKH�SODQWV�
IDUPHU�.ODDV�XVHV�LQ�KLV�URWDWLRQ��$�
GLQHU�LQ�KLV�UHVWDXUDQW�FRPPHQWHG�
WKDW�ZKDW�WKH�FKHI�ZDV�WU\LQJ�WR�GR�
ZDV�WKH�SODQW�HTXLYDOHQW�RI�´QRVH�
WR�WDLOµ�HDWLQJ��,W�LV��EXW�ZLWK�WKH�
UHFRJQLWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�DQLPDO·V�QRVH�

WR�WDLO�LV�SDUW�RI�WKH�GDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�SODQWV�WR�
FUHDWH�WKH�´JURZLQJ�QDWXUHµ�ZH�QHHG�IRU�D�
PRUH�VXVWDLQDEOH�IRRG�DQG�IDUPLQJ�V\VWHP��
,W·V�DQ�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�WKH�LGHD�RI�terroir³WKH�
FRQFHSW�WKDW�FRQGLWLRQV�VSHFLÀF�WR�D�JHR�
JUDSKLFDO�DUHD�FDQ�KDYH�D�SURIRXQG�LPSDFW�
RQ�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�IRRG�SURGXFHG�WKHUH��
7KH�WDVWH�RI�SODFH�FRPHV�IURP�LQWHUDFWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ�JHQHWLFV�DQG�D�ZKROH�KRVW�RI�FDUHIXO�
KXPDQ�DFWLYLW\�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�

+XPDQV�DUH�KDUG�ZLUHG�WR�HDW�ZKDW·V�LQ�
RXU�HQYLURQPHQW��7KDW·V�ZK\�GLDOLQJ�GRZQ�
WKH�DEXQGDQFH�RI�KLJKO\�SURFHVVHG�IRRG�
OLNH�VXEVWDQFHV�LQ�RXU�XUEDQ�DQG�UXUDO�DUHDV�
PDWWHUV�IRU�WKH�KHDOWK�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�DQG�WKH�
HQYLURQPHQW��,W�PDNHV�VHQVH�WR�VWDUW�ZLWK�WKH�
QRWLRQ�RI�´JURZLQJ�QDWXUHµ�WR�IHHG�RXUVHOYHV�
LQVWHDG�RI�UHO\LQJ�RQ�DQ�LQGXVWULDO�DJULFXO�
WXUH�WKDW�WULHV�WR�FRQWURO�RU�IRUFH�QDWXUH��D�

Reviewed by Terry VanDerPol
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3HQJXLQ�3UHVV
ZZZ�WKHWKLUGSODWH�FRP
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Membership Update

In Memory & in Honor…
7KH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�LV�JUDWHIXO�

WR�KDYH�UHFHLYHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�JLIWV�PDGH�WR�
KRQRU�RU�UHPHPEHU� ORYHG�RQHV�� IULHQGV�RU�
VSHFLDO�HYHQWV�

In Memory of Phyllis Pladsen
X�.DUHQ�%DUWLJ

In Memory of Karl Weissing
X�0LNH�	�-HQQLIHU�5XSSUHFKW

0HPEHUV�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�/DQG�
6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�LQ�DOO�VRUWV�
RI�NH\�ZD\V��7KH\�JLYH�WKHLU�

WLPH�DQG�WKHLU�ODERU�WR�JHW�WKH�MRE�GRQH��
7KH\�VKDUH�WKHLU�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�WKHLU�WDOHQWV�
WR�WHDFK�HDFK�RWKHU�KRZ�WR�EH�EHWWHU�VWHZDUGV�
RI�WKH�ODQG��$QG�WKH\�JLYH�ÀQDQFLDOO\�WR�
DGYDQFH�DOO�RI�/63·V�ZRUN�WR�NHHS�WKH�ODQG�
DQG�SHRSOH�WRJHWKHU��

$WWHQG�DQ\�/63�JDWKHULQJ�DQG�\RX·OO�VHH�
PHPEHUV�FRQWULEXWLQJ�LQ�DOO�RI�WKHVH�ZD\V��
$W�D�ÀHOG�GD\�\RX�PLJKW�PHHW�PHPEHUV�ZKR�
KDYH�RSHQHG�XS�WKHLU�IDUP�WR�SHRSOH�ZKR�
DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�OHDUQLQJ�DERXW�LQQRYDWLYH�
SURGXFWLRQ�V\VWHPV��*R�WR�DQ�/63�RUJDQL]�
LQJ�PHHWLQJ�DQG�\RX�FRXOG�EH�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�
D�PHPEHU�VSHDN�DERXW�IUDF�VDQG�PLQLQJ�RU�
DQRWKHU�LVVXH�WKDW�GLUHFWO\�DIIHFWV�WKH�ODQG��
/RRN�DURXQG�DW�DQ�HYHQW�DQG�\RX·OO�VHH�
SHRSOH�GRQDWLQJ�WKHLU�WLPH�WR�DOO�RI�WKH�WDVNV�
UHTXLUHG�WR�SXOO�LW�RII��IURP�WKH�SODQQLQJ�WR�
WKH�FOHDQ�XS��

$QG�DW�DQ\�RI�WKHVH�JDWKHULQJV��\RX�ZLOO�
DOVR�OLNHO\�KHDU�D�PHPEHU�DVN�\RX�WR�PDNH�
D�ÀQDQFLDO�FRQWULEXWLRQ��7KH\�PD\�DVN�\RX�
WR�MRLQ�DV�D�QHZ�PHPEHU�RU�WR�UHQHZ�\RXU�
PHPEHUVKLS��7KH\�PD\�DVN�\RX�WR�FKLS�LQ�
ZKHQ�WKH�GRQDWLRQ�EDVNHWV�DUH�FLUFXODWHG��
RU�PD\EH�WKH\·OO�DVN�\RX�WR�VLJQ�XS�DV�D�

Many Ways to Support LSP
Gifts of Stock

*LIWV�RI�VWRFN�DUH�YDOXDEOH�WR�WKH�/DQG�
6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�DQG�HDV\�WR�GR��&RQ�
WDFW�0LFKDHO�0F0DKRQ�DW��������������
RU�PFPDKRQ#ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�
IRU�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�\RX·OO�QHHG�WR�PDNH�WKH�
JLIW�RU�LI�\RX�KDYH�TXHVWLRQV�

Gifts of Land
7KH�Land & Stewardship Legacies�

LQLWLDWLYH�SURYLGHV�D�ZD\�IRU�\RXU�IDPLO\·V�
OHJDF\�RQ�WKH�ODQG�WR�FRQWLQXH�E\�XVLQJ�LW�WR�
VXSSRUW�/63·V�ZRUN�RU�WR�SURYLGH�RSSRUWX�
QLWLHV�IRU�D�QHZ�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�VWHZDUGVKLS�
IDUPHUV��/63�LV�DEOH�WR�DFFHSW�JLIWV�RI�IDUP�
ODQG�RU�RWKHU�UHDO�HVWDWH�IURP�PHPEHUV�RU�
RWKHU�IULHQGV�RI�RXU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��,I�\RX·UH�
LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�H[SORULQJ�D�JLIW�RI�ODQG��FRQ�
WDFW�/63·V�*HRUJH�%RRG\�DW��������������
RU�JERRG\#ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ��

Bequests
$� EHTXHVW� LV� DQRWKHU� ZD\� \RX� FDQ�

PDNH� D� JLIW� WKDW�ZLOO� KDYH� D� ODVWLQJ� LP�
SDFW�RQ�/63·V�ZRUN��:LWK�WKH�KHOS�RI�DQ�
DGYLVHU��\RX�FDQ�LQFOXGH�ODQJXDJH�LQ�\RXU�
ZLOO� RU� WUXVW� VSHFLI\LQJ� D� JLIW� WR� IDPLO\��
IULHQGV�RU�D�FKDULW\�DV�SDUW�RI�\RXU�HVWDWH�
SODQ��)RU�GHWDLOV��H�PDLO�SODQQHGJLYLQJ#�
ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ� RU� FDOO� ����
���������

Keep Your LSP Membership Current
5HQHZLQJ�\RXU� DQQXDO�/63�PHPEHU�

VKLS³ZKHWKHU�\RX�JLYH�����������������
RU�������³LV� LPSRUWDQW� WR�NHHSLQJ�/63�
VWURQJ�DQG�HIIHFWLYH��$QG�RI�FRXUVH��DQ\�
FRQWULEXWLRQ� DERYH� \RXU� PHPEHUVKLS�
GXHV�PDNHV�D�ELJ�GLIIHUHQFH��,I�\RX�KDYH�
TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�\RXU�PHPEHUVKLS�VWDWXV��
FRQWDFW�$EE\�/LHVFK�DW��������������RU�
DOLHVFK#ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ��

<RX� FDQ� DOVR� PDNH� JLIWV� GLUHFWO\�
WKURXJK�/63·V�ZHEVLWH��ZZZ�ODQGVWHZDUG�
VKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�� RU� E\� FDOOLQJ� ��������
������3UHIHU�WR�PDLO�LQ�\RXU�FRQWULEXWLRQ"�
$Q�HQYHORSH�LV�SURYLGHG�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�
WKLV�Land Stewardship Letter��

Many Ways to Help LSP Keep 
the Land & People Together

By Mike McMahon PRQWKO\�SOHGJHU��
7KHVH�GRQDWLRQV�DGG�XS�WR�EH�D�FULWLFDO�

SDUW�RI�WKH�IXQGLQJ�/63�QHHGV��0RVW�RI�WKHVH�
FRQWULEXWLRQV�FRPH�LQ�WKH�IRUPV�RI�FDVK��
FKHFN�RU�FUHGLW�FDUG�GRQDWLRQV��ZKLFK�LV�D�
JUHDW�ZD\�WR�VXSSRUW�/63��

%XW�ZKDW�\RX�PD\�QRW�NQRZ�LV�WKDW�/63�
FDQ�DFFHSW�VXSSRUW�YLD�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�FRQ�
WULEXWLRQV�WKDW�JR�EH\RQG�FDVK��/63�VXSSRUW�
HUV�KDYH�JHQHURXVO\�GRQDWHG�JLIWV�RI�VWRFN��
ODQG��LQ�NLQG�GRQDWLRQV��RQH�/63�PHPEHU�
GRQDWHG�D�WUDFWRU�WKLV�\HDU����PHPRULDO�JLIWV�
DQG�EHTXHVWV��ZRUNSODFH�GRQDWLRQV��HYHQW�
SURFHHGV�DQG�PRUH�

7KHVH�NLQGV�RI�GRQDWLRQV�VRPHWLPHV�
UHTXLUH�VRPH�GLVFXVVLRQ�DQG�D�OLWWOH�SODQ�
QLQJ��EXW�DOO�RI�WKHP�DUH�LPSRUWDQW�WR�/63�
DQG�KDYH�D�UHDO�LPSDFW��,I�\RX�KDYH�DQ\�
TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�PDNLQJ�D�JLIW�WR�/63��SOHDVH�
FRQWDFW�PH��,�ZRXOG�HQMR\�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�
WDON�ZLWK�\RX�DERXW�LW��

$V�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�\HDU�DSSURDFKHV��,�
ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�DVN�\RX�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�KRZ�
\RX�FDQ�VXSSRUW�/63·V�ZRUN�IRU�VWHZDUGVKLS�
DQG�MXVWLFH�RQ�WKH�ODQG��,�SURPLVH�\RX�WKDW�
ZKDWHYHU�\RX�FDQ�FRQWULEXWH��/63�ZLOO�SXW�LW�
ULJKW�WR�ZRUN�IRU�SHRSOH�DQG�WKH�ODQG��S

Mike McMahon is LSP’s director of individual 

giving. He can be reached at 612-722-6377 or 

mcmahon@landstewardshipproject.org.

In Memory of Richard 
“Dick” Fahrendholz
X�%DUE�	�0DUWLQ�1HOVRQ

In Memory of Steve O’Neil
X�$QJHOD�0LOOHU

)RU� GHWDLOV� RQ� GRQDWLQJ� WR� /63� LQ� WKH�
QDPH� RI� VRPHRQH�� FRQWDFW�0LNH�0F�
0DKRQ� DW� ������������� RU�PFPDKRQ#�
ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�

V\VWHP�$OGR�/HRSROG�VD\V�ZLOO�´GLH�RI�LWV�
RZQ�WRR�PXFK�µ�7KH�VDPH�SULQFLSOH�PXVW�
EH�H[SRUWHG�WR�RXU�EXLOW�HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�
RXU�KXPDQ�FRPPXQLW\��*RRG�IDUPLQJ�LV�D�
FRPSOH[�UHODWLRQVKLS�LQYROYLQJ�FDUHIXO�PHQX�
SODQQLQJ��JRRG�EUHHGLQJ��JRRG�PLOOLQJ�DQG�
EOHQGLQJ��JRRG�EDNLQJ�³WKH�OLVW�JRHV�RQ�

,�KDG�SODQQHG�WR�SUHVHQW�D�VLGHEDU�WR�WKLV�

UHYLHZ�WKDW�LQFOXGHG�D�WHVWHG�UHFLSH�RI�´OHQ�
WLOV�DQG�SLJ·V�HDU�VRXS�µ�VR�,�DVNHG�IDPLO\�
PHPEHUV�DW�3DVWXUHV�$�3OHQW\�IDUP�WR�VFRUH�
D�FRXSOH�RI�SLJ·V�HDUV�DIWHU�VRPH�KRJV�ZHUH�
SURFHVVHG��,W�WXUQV�RXW�\RX�FDQ·W�JHW�SLJ·V�
HDUV��DW�OHDVW�IURP�D�W\SLFDO�PHDW�SURFHVVRU��
HYHQ�LI�\RX�RZQ�WKH�SLJ�ZKR�ZRUH�WKH�HDUV�
LQWR�WKH�SODQW��7KH�DXWKRU�RI�The Third Plate�
KDV�WDNHQ�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DERXW�VXVWDLQDEOH�
IRRG�DQG�IDUPLQJ�LQ�WKH�ULJKW�GLUHFWLRQ��EXW�

LQ�D�ZRUOG�ZKHUH�2UHR�FRRNLH�ÁDYRUHG�PLON�
LV�LQVWDQWO\�UHFRJQL]HG�DV�IRRG�DQG�SLJ·V�
HDUV�DUH�GRJ�WR\V��ZH�KDYH�D�ORQJ�ZD\�WR�JR��
+RZHYHU��RXU�SURJUHVV�LV�VWHDG\�DQG�,�WKLQN�
'DQ�%DUEHU�KDV�DGGHG�WR�LW��S

Terry VanDerPol directs the Land Stewardship 

Project’s Community Based Food Systems 

Program and raises grass-fed beef cattle in 

western Minnesota.

…Plate IURP�SDJH���
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Support LSP in Your Workplace
TKH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�LV�D�SURXG�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�0LQQHVRWD�(QYLURQPHQWDO�)XQG��ZKLFK�LV�D�FRDOLWLRQ�RI����HQYLURQPHQWDO�RU�

JDQL]DWLRQV�LQ�0LQQHVRWD�WKDW�RIIHU�ZRUNSODFH�JLYLQJ�DV�DQ�RSWLRQ�LQ�PDNLQJ�RXU�FRPPXQLWLHV�EHWWHU�SODFHV�WR�OLYH��7RJHWKHU��PHPEHU�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�RI�WKH�0LQQHVRWD�(QYLURQPHQWDO�)XQG�ZRUN�WR�

£�SURPRWH�WKH�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�RI�RXU�UXUDO�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�IDPLO\�IDUPV�
£�SURWHFW�0LQQHVRWDQV�IURP�KHDOWK�KD]DUGV�
£�HGXFDWH�FLWL]HQV�DQG�RXU�\RXWK�RQ�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�HIIRUWV�
£�SUHVHUYH�ZLOGHUQHVV�DUHDV��SDUNV��ZHWODQGV�DQG�ZLOGOLIH�KDELWDW�

<RX�FDQ�VXSSRUW�/63��LQ�\RXU�ZRUNSODFH�E\�JLYLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�0LQQHVRWD�(QYLURQPHQWDO�)XQG��
2SWLRQV�LQFOXGH�JLYLQJ�D�GHVLJQDWHG�DPRXQW�WKURXJK�SD\UROO�GHGXFWLRQ��RU�D�VLQJOH�JLIW��<RX�PD\�
DOVR�FKRRVH�WR�JLYH�WR� WKH�HQWLUH�FRDOLWLRQ�RU�VSHFLI\�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�\RXU�FKRLFH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
FRDOLWLRQ��VXFK�DV�WKH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW��

,I�\RXU�HPSOR\HU�GRHV�QRW�SURYLGH�WKLV�RSSRUWXQLW\��DVN�WKH�SHUVRQ�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�ZRUNSODFH�JLYLQJ�WR�LQFOXGH�LW��)RU�GHWDLOV��FRQWDFW�/63·V�
0LNH�0F0DKRQ��PFPDKRQ#ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ��RU�$EE\�/LHVFK��DOLHVFK#ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ��DW��������������

LSP Admin CornerGive a Gift LSP Membership
KQRZ�VRPHRQH�ZKR�ZRXOG�HQMR\�EHFRPLQJ�D�PHPEHU�RI�

WKH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW"�&RQWDFW�XV�DQG�ZH�ZLOO�
VHQG�D�VSHFLDO�FDUG�GHVFULELQJ�WKH�JLIW��DORQJ�ZLWK�D�´QHZ�PHP�
EHUµ�SDFNHW�RI�PDWHULDOV��)RU�GHWDLOV��FDOO��������������RU�VHH�
ZZZ�ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�KRPH�GRQDWH��S

6KRZ�\RXU�VXSSRUW�IRU�WKH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�ZLWK�DQ�RIÀFLDO�
/63�W�VKLUW�DQG�FDS��/63·V�EDVHEDOO�VW\OH�FDS�LV�XQLRQ�PDGH�LQ�WKH�

8�6��RI�KLJK�TXDOLW\�����SHUFHQW�FRWWRQ��,W�FRPHV�LQ�EODFN�ZLWK�/63·V�JUHHQ�
DQG�ZKLWH�HPEURLGHUHG�ORJR�IHDWXUHG�RQ�WKH�IURQW��$�IDEULF�VWUDS�DQG�EUDVV�
FOLS�RQ�WKH�EDFN�PDNH�WKLV�D�RQH�VL]H�ÀWV�DOO�FDS��7KH�SULFH�LV�����

/63·V�OLPLWHG�HGLWLRQ�EODFN�W�VKLUWV�KDYH�RXU�ORJR�RQ�WKH�IURQW�DQG�WKH�
ZRUGV�́ /DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFWµ�RQ�WKH�EDFN��7KH\�DUH�DOVR�XQLRQ�PDGH�
LQ�WKH�8�6���DUH�����SHUFHQW�SUHVKUXQN�FRWWRQ��DQG�DUH�DYDLODEOH�LQ�DGXOW�
VL]HV��VPDOO��PHGLXP��ODUJH�DQG�H[WUD�ODUJH��7KH�SULFH�LV�����

7�VKLUWV�DQG�FDSV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�LQ�/63·V�RIÀFHV�LQ�0LQQHDSROLV������
�����������/HZLVWRQ� ��������������� RU�0RQWHYLGHR� ����������������
<RX�FDQ�DOVR�RUGHU�WKHP�RQOLQH�DW�ZZZ�ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�VWRUH�

Wear Your Land Stewardship Project Pride

The Land Stewardship Project’s administrative team posed for 
D�SKRWR�GXULQJ�D� UHFHQW�PHHWLQJ� LQ� RXU�/HZLVWRQ��0LQQ��� RIÀFH��
Pictured (left to right���.DUHQ�%HQVRQ��/HZLVWRQ�RIÀFH�PDQDJHU��
7LPRWK\�.HQQH\��GLUHFWRU�RI�ÀQDQFH�DQG�RSHUDWLRQV��DQG�$PHOLD�
Shoptaugh, operations manager.��Photo by Johanna Rupprecht�

TKH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW·V�DZDUG�ZLQQLQJ��Ear to the 

Ground�SRGFDVW�IHDWXUHV�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZLWK�IDUPHUV��VFL�
HQWLVWV�DQG�DFWLYH�FLWL]HQV�ZKR�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�WR�FUHDWH�D�VXVWDLQDEOH�
IRRG�DQG�IDUPLQJ�V\VWHP��:H�QRZ�KDYH�RYHU�����HSLVRGHV�DYDLO�
DEOH�DW�ZZZ�ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�SRVWV�SRGFDVW��FRYHULQJ�
WRSLFV�UDQJLQJ�IURP�EHJLQQLQJ�IDUPHUV�DQG�VRLO�KHDOWK�WR�IUDF�VDQG�
PLQLQJ�DQG�ORFDO�GHPRFUDF\��S

LSP’s Ear to the Ground Podcast

6LJQ�XS�IRU�WKH�LIVE-WIRE H�OHWWHU WR�JHW�PRQWKO\�XSGDWHV�
IURP�WKH�/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�VHQW�VWUDLJKW�WR�\RXU�

LQER[��6HH�ZZZ�ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�VLJQXS��S

Get Current with LSP’s
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£�DEC. 20³LSP Farm Beginnings 
class session in Watertown, Minn., & 
La Crosse, Wis. (see page 16�
£�JAN. 6³2015 session of the Minn. 
Legislature begins.� &RQWDFW� %REE\�
.LQJ��/63����������������ENLQJ#
ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ
£�JAN. 8³LSP Farm Beginnings class 
in La Crosse, Wis. (see page 16�

£� -$1�� ����³Rutabaga Riches: Farm 
Finances for Farmers Course�� 5RFNWRQ��
,OO��&RQWDFW��&KULV�%ODQFKDUG����������������
FKULV#Á\LQJUXWDEDJDZRUNV�FRP��ZZZ�SXU�
SOHSLWFKIRUN�FRP�UXWDEDJD�ULFKHV�FRQIHUHQFH�
KWPO�
£�-$1�� ����³Minnesota Organic Conf.��
6W��&ORXG��0LQQ��&RQWDFW��0HJ�0R\QLKDQ��
��������������ZZZ�PGD�VWDWH�PQ�XV�RUJDQLF

£�JAN. 10³LSP Farm Beginnings
class session in Watertown, Minn. (see 

page 16�
£�JAN. 12³Deadline for submitting 
descriptions for the 2015 Land 
Stewardship Project CSA Farm Direc-
tory for the Twin Cities, Minn. & West-
ern Wis. Region (see page 6�
£�JAN. 15³Open enrollment deadline 
for MNsure coverage starting Feb. 1 
(see page 14�

£� JAN. 15-16³Upper Midwest Fruit & 
Vegetable Growers Conf.��6W��&ORXG��0LQQ��
&RQWDFW��ZZZ�PIYJD�RUJ��������������
£�JAN. 15-17³GrassWorks Grazing Conf.��
:LVFRQVLQ�'HOOV��:LV��&RQWDFW��+HDWKHU�)ODVK�
LQVNL����������������ZZZ�JUDVVZRUNV�RUJ

£� JAN. 17³LSP Farm Beginnings 
class in La Crosse, Wis. (see page 16�

£� JAN. 20³LSP Farm Beginnings 
class in Watertown, Minn. (see page 

16�

£�JAN. 22-25³Northern Plains Sustain-
able Ag Society Winter Conference��$E�
HUGHHQ�� 6��'DN�� &RQWDFW�� ZZZ�QSVDV�RUJ��
������������
£�JAN. 23³MDA�Minn.�Sustainable Ag 
Demo Grants Application Deadline. &RQ�
WDFW��-HDQQH�&LERURZVNL����������������ZZZ�
PGD�VWDWH�PQ�XV�JUDQWV�DJUL�DVS[
£�JAN. 23-24³Practical Farmers of Iowa 
Annual Conf.��$PHV�� ,RZD��&RQWDFW�� ����
����������ZZZ�SUDFWLFDOIDUPHUV�RUJ

£�JAN. 27³LSP Women Caring for 
the Land Winter Gathering����S�P����
S�P���%HQVRQ��0LQQ��&RQWDFW��5HEHFFD�
:KLWH�� /63�� �������������� UZKLWH#
ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ��see page 7�

£�JAN. 31³SFA�Deep Winter Production 
of Greens & Livestock Fodder Utilizing 
Passive Solar� $VKE\��0LQQ��&RQWDFW��ZZZ�
VID�PQ�RUJ��������������

£�FEB. 7³LSP Farm Beginnings 
class in La Crosse, Wis., & Watertown, 
Minn. (see page 16�

£�FEB. 7-8³10th Immigrant & Minority 
Farmers Conf.��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
0LQQHVRWD��6W��3DXO��&RQWDFW��ZZZ�
PQIRRGDVVRFLDWLRQ�RUJ��������������
£�FEB. 14³Sustainable Farming 
Association of Minnesota Annual Conf.��
6DLQW�-RVHSK��0LQQ��&RQWDFW����������������
ZZZ�VID�PQ�RUJ
£�FEB. 14³Minnesota Organic Transition 
Cost Share Program Application Deadline. 
&RQWDFW��0HJ�0R\QLKDQ�� ��������������
ZZZ�PGD�VWDWH�PQ�XV�HQ�IRRG�RUJDQLF�
WUDQVLWLRQFRVWVKDUH�DVS[

£�FEB. 15³Open enrollment deadline 
for MNsure coverage starting March 
1 (see page 14�

£�FEB. 17³Global Warming: Carbon 
Solutions for a Warming World��'XOXWK��
0LQQ���&RQWDFW��5LFKDUG�2OVHQ����������������
ULFKDUG�ROVHQ#VWDWH�PQ�XV
£�)(%�������³SFA�Midwest Soil Health 
Summit��$OH[DQGULD��0LQQ��&RQWDFW��.HQW�
6ROEHUJ����������������ZZZ�VID�PQ�RUJ�

£�FEB. 21³LSP Farm Beginnings 
class in Watertown, Minn. (see page 16�

£�)(%�������³��WK�$QQXDO�026(6
Organic Farming Conference��/D�&URVVH��
:LV��&RQWDFW��ZZZ�PRVHVRUJDQLF�RUJ��
������������

£�WINTER³Land Stewardship 
Project’s 10th Annual Family Farm 
Breakfast & Day at the CapitoO�� 6W��
3DXO��0LQQ� (date to be determined��
&RQWDFW��������������
£�MARCH 7 ³LSP Farm Beginnings 
class in Watertown, Minn. (see page 16�

£�MARCH 21³MDA Minnesota Value
Added Grants Deadline. &RQWDFW��'DYLG�
:HLQDQG�� �������������� ZZZ�PGD�VWDWH�
PQ�XV�JUDQWV�DJUL�DVS[

£�MARCH 21³LSP Farm Beginnings 
class session in Watertown, Minn. (see 

page 16�
£�SEPT. 1³Deadline for LSP’s 2015-
2016 Farm Beginnings Course (see 

page 16�


