To: Minnesota House

CC: Governor Mark Dayton
May 19, 2018

Dear Members,

We are writing to express our strong opposition to SF 3463, an attack on free speech and
freedom of assembly that would drastically increase “trespass” penalties, and impose long
prison sentences and significant financial liability on those who participate in or who are deemed
“guilty by association” in peaceful protest.

Bills such as these are designed to discourage political participation and curtail freedom of
association. Everyone has the right to free speech and peaceful assembly, and existing laws
are already in place to prosecute unlawful actions. These attacks on civil liberties are happening
in states across the nation, led by industry groups such as the American Legislative Exchange
Council (ALEC) and abetted by oil and gas interests in response to growing public
demonstrations against controversial fossil fuel projects.

The narrow focus of this legislation in applying only to a “critical public service facility, utility or
pipeline” is highly revealing. Controversial infrastructure projects are far from the only public
policy issues that generate mass mobilization, public protest and deeply felt political expression.
However, individuals and organizations who engage in similar activities on other political issues
would not be subject to the same standard of financial and criminal liability.

Individuals and organizations participating in peaceful assembly are the sign of a healthy
democracy, and it is undemocratic for elected officials to pass laws that attempt to silence their
own constituents. Minnesota has a long and proud history of people coming together to exercise
their rights and make their voices heard. This legislation unfairly targets Minnesotans who
choose to express themselves and peacefully assemble on certain, selectively chosen matters
of public policy, and would put Minnesota in the national spotlight for criminalizing freedom of
expression.

We urge you to oppose SF 3463 and show that Minnesota leaders value a healthy democracy.
Sincerely,
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