
[image: LSP Horizonal.gif]FARM BEGINNINGS[image: ]
Application 2020-2021
Location: Online






Name (Primary Contact): _______________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

City: ___________________________________________________    State: _____   Zip: ____________  

Ph#: (h) _________________________ (w) _________________________ (cell)___________________ 

May we call you at work?  Yes  or  No         Best time to call: ____________________________________ 

E-mail Address: _______________________________________________________________________

How did you hear about Farm Beginnings (please mark box and list a specific source)?  

	Internet
	
	Magazine
	
	Newspaper
	
	Conference/Event
	
	Word-of-Mouth
	
	Other
	



Specific source in relation to above: _________________________________________________

Have you attended Farm Dreams?  Yes  or  No

Will you be applying for a scholarship?  Yes  or  No

Will you be applying for the MN Beginning Farmer Tax Credit (more info: https://www.mda.state.mn.us/bftc)?    Yes  or   No

Do you have any special needs we should know of? ___________________________________________
 The $1,000 tuition fee covers up to TWO applicants who are 
farming partners on the same enterprise. 
Note: Tuition for the in-person course is $1500. We’re dropping the price this year because some administrative costs are reduced with an online format.








Name (Farming Partner): _________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________________ State: ________ Zip: ______________  

Ph#: (h) _______________________ (w) ________________________ (cell)________________________ 

E-mail Address: _________________________________________________________________________

EACH APPLICANT must answer the following questions. If you need more space, attach additional sheets.

Why are you interested in farming?













What are you currently doing?














Please list ALL agricultural experience or training you have received so far (include conferences, workshops, internships, employment, field days, farm tours, volunteer positions, etc…):















The following questions can be answered JOINTLY, or SEPARATELY by both applicants:

What are your future farming goals:

      1-5 years:












      5-10 years:












How do you think Farm Beginnings can help you move toward your farming goals?

















What do you see as your biggest obstacle in starting your own farm enterprise?
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Which farming enterprises are you considering (Rank your top 3 choices by marking #1, #2, #3):
dairy ___ 
beef ___ 
sheep ___ 
goats ___ 
hogs___ 
crops & hay___ 
vegetables ___ 
flowers ___ 
fruit ___ 
poultry ___ 
other __________________________


Check the statement that best describes your access to land for your current or future farming enterprises:
I do not have access to land.	 _____   
I have access to rented land.	 _____ 
I own land. 			 _____    


Please list any additional questions or considerations you have about the Farm Beginnings program.








PERSONAL ASSESSMENT	
Rate Your Farming and Business Skill Levels
	

	No experience
	Some Exposure
	Competency

	1
	2
	3



	KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS

	Rating (1,2,3)

	
	Applicant 1
	Applicant 2

	Production
	

	Goal setting
	
	

	Acquiring land (e.g., rent, lease, purchase)
	
	

	Developing production, marketing & financial plans
	
	

	Maintaining and repairing tools & equipment
	
	

	Maintaining & repairing infrastructure
	
	

	Managing soil fertility
	
	

	Managing pests, weeds & diseases
	
	

	Managing pastures
	
	

	Feeding & watering animals
	
	

	Monitoring & treating animal health problems
	
	

	Managing manure
	
	

	Preparing a crop production plan
	
	

	Operating equipment & implements safely
	
	

	Seeding, planting & harvesting
	
	

	Post-harvest handling & storage
	
	

	Financial Management
	
	

	Setting up bookkeeping & record-keeping systems
	
	

	Record keeping (e.g., financial, production, sales)
	
	

	Preparing financial statements & tax forms
	
	

	Bookkeeping; paying bills & taxes
	
	

	Monitoring cash flow
	
	

	Managing debt
	
	

	Strategic planning
	
	

	Grant research and/or fundraising
	
	

	Marketing
	
	

	Market research
	
	

	Networking
	
	

	Developing promotional materials and advertising
	
	

	Proper communication with customers/buyers
	
	

	Selling farm products & services
	
	

	Web design and social networking
	
	



APPLICATION CHECKLIST

To streamline our application process, please refer to the following:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Farm Beginnings Application Packets can be completed and sent to:						Annelie Livingston-Anderson
   				LSP Farm Beginnings Program
N3239 County Rd CC
Stockholm, WI 54769
OR–email completed word document applications to       annelie@landstewardshipproject.org

· Only complete Application Packets (see checklist below) will be reviewed.
· A $200 deposit is required (please make check out to Land Stewardship Project).
· The application deadline is POSTMARKED SEPTEMBER 15th.
· EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT of $100 will apply to applications received by August 15th.
· Applicants will be notified via e-mail or phone by or before October 15th of acceptance into the program.
· Applicants will be notified via e-mail or phone by October 15th of scholarship awards. 
· Correspondence will be sent to the “primary” applicant only.
	Does your Application Packet Include: (make a checkmark to verify)

	
	Farm Beginnings Application 

	
	Personal Assessment

	
	$200 Deposit Check

	
	Scholarship Application forms (if applicable):

	
	Statement of Need

	
	2 References
**for each applicant**

	
	2019 Tax Return
**for each applicant, if not filed jointly**

	
	Net Worth Statement
**for each applicant**



**Please complete this checklist and include it with your application*
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FB structure 2020-2021 Discussion.docx
Online pro 
Red Lake participation 
No worries about how to deal w covid, making other plans when covid spikes/someone in class gets it 
More accessible for people from other locations
People who are higher risk and couldn’t attend in person could still attend 
Could potentially have last year’s presenters present again since they’re already prepped? 
Could potentially start class later & end earlier which would be beneficial for Annelie’s schedule (syruping in March)
Less expensive to put on? (No food cost/printing cost(??)/mileage cost 
No worries about winter travel/cancellations 

Online con 
Harder for participants to connect? 
More self guided - not as much time actively together 
Have to refigure cost 
CURRICULUM RESTRUCTURE/navigating new platform/new sessions
Some presenters not comfortable w online presenting (Cree!!? Jim munsch?)
Some rural folks w/o good internet? 

In person pro
Curriculum stays the same-ish
Everyone feels more connected?
Community building w shared food/convo over lunch 

In person con 
Having to figure out covid precautions (food?!)
Potential that we’d all have to go on lockdown anyway?
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