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When ‘Opportunity’ Knocks

It takes a lot of guts for a land
grant to say “no” to an offer from
a biotech giant. But in the long
run, it also takes support from the
public (second of two articles).

By Brian DeVore

bout a year ago, a certificate
A for “exemplary public service”
was awarded to North Dakota
State University. The simple citation,
which was issued by the Northern Plains
Sustainable Agriculture Society, com-
mended the university for “protection of
our country’s public genetic resources by
keeping these resources in the public
domain.” Applauding a public land grant
institution for keeping its research
.cessible to all may seem a bit exces-
wive—Ilike throwing a victory party every
time the mail carrier hands you a letter
with your address on it.

But as far as advocates for public
agricultural research are concerned,
NDSU'’s refusal to allow the results of its
research—in this case its store of
germplasm—to fall under the control of
industry through a contract agreement is
cause for celebration. The rejected
contract was proposed by biotech giant
Monsanto. But this example of keeping
one university’s research public goes
beyond the debate over genetic engineer-
ing. It gets at the core of what the land
grant mission is all about: using public
resources to serve the public good.

“I’m trying to be diplomatic about
this,” says one North Dakota extension
educator who is familiar with the
Monsanto research contract that was
proposed to NDSU, “but some of the
universities have not taken such a brave
stand.”

Opportunity, see page 14...

.D

2/3|45/6/7/8l./.|
Life after the checkoff................... 2
Letters correct mistakes................. 3

Waiter! This pork chop has a

Review: Fast Food Nation .......... 16
New way to help LSP.................. 18
Membership contest...........c.oen.e. 19

1






