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Germinating a
Closed Science

By Brian DeVore

f you ever want to get a rise out of

someone who is concerned about

the intermingling of private
agendas and public science, use “Berke-
ley” and “Novartis” in the same sentence.

“If we did that here I would be run out
of town in an hour,” says Albert Schneiter,
chair of the plant breeding department at
North Dakota State University. “That’s
terrible. The taxpayers should be up in
arms over that.”

The “that” Schneiter is referring to is
this: Under a 1998 agreement, biotechnol-
ogy giant Novartis gave the University of
California-Berkeley’s plant and microbial
biology department $25 million over five
years to fund research. In return, Berkeley
granted Novartis the first rights to license
about a third of any research innovations
that come out of the department. That

Closed Science, see page 13...
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